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MAXIMS. 



Tite Author lays down the following Propo- 
sitions as the Ground Plot of this Pamphlet, and 
ventures to call them Maxims. 

■ 

7. That the Poor of this Realm are generally 
in great want and distress : and that the middle ranks 
are becoming Poor. 

II. That the Sufferings of the Poor are not the 
effects of a Divine Dispensation; but the offspring 
of wicked men and bad systems. - 

III. That it is possible for tyfonopolisation and. 
Paper Money to make 4emh and distress, even in 
the midst %f wealth and ribuitd&nce. 

IV. That much Trade and Commerce are not ir 
beneficial to a nation as many are disposed to affirm. 

V. That nothing can effectually meliorate the 
condition Itfthe Poor, and preserve the middle ranks 
from ruin / but a more equal distribution of landed 
Property, and Peace and Reform. 

TO. ftof the Stoves in the West Indies have 
but fate fmson to ettoy ihe happiness of the Poor 
of Cheat Britain. 

VII. That Pheasants, Hares, Partridges, 
Snipes, Woodcocks and Moorhens, being protected 
by Imxs and Game-keepers, are a Privileged 
Order compared wUh the Poor of this Realm. 

VIII. That there is no moral or political ceil iti 
the Korld which men may not remedy if they choose. 



Beggar s Complaint, Sfc, 

* a * i 
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It was under a keen sense of commiseration 
for the poor, that I first conceived the* 
thought of writing on the wickedness -of 
great Corn Dealers,, Xaiionai (ktor&et& s 
Monopolizers of Cotton, Laiid, #<v #<\ * 
The Press is continually tceniing with, 
books on every branch of science and Ikera-. 
ture: but of what avail is all thh, % the 
poor who are either wholly destitute or bat 
half supplied with the necessaries of life i 
Most of the arts and sciences are' t>y t orna* 
ments and decorations; but food and rai- 
ment are essential tQ life. What is the 
discovery of a new star or planet to the 
poor : or a tour through Ireland and Sept- . 
land -.Travels in Italy, Turkey and Palestine: 

AO 
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VU INTRODUCTION. 

or a Voyage round the World, to those who 
have ragged garments and empty bellies ! 
In practical life we give our attention first 
to what is useful* and nececssary, and 
afterwards to what is ornamental and splen- 
did. Hut the scientific men of the world 
wholly invert the order of reason ; at least 
in this respefl; for they aft as mucfi out of 
chara&er to the present state of human 
society, as they would do, who should offer 
beads and ribbonds to those who need shirts 
and shoes, and scents and cosmetics to such 
as wanted bread and cheese ! One reason,, 
and perhaps the principal one, why the poor 
have so few patrons and advocates, is, they 
have nothing to give; and' therefore they 
cannot remunerate their friends and de- : 
fenders ! Another reason, is, because that 
it is morally impossible to plead for the poor, 
on the score of oppression without accusing 
the rich ; and though the poor maybe challen- 
ged and accused even unjustly, with impunity, 
yet the rich will not be told the truth 
respe&ing their misconduft ; at all events, the 
m an who shall dare to accuse them, though 
ever so justly, may prepare himself for their 

• ■ 
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virulent language, and their vengeful con- 

d U a 

When the first edition of this Pamphlet 
made its appearance, somte wealthy ones took 
great umbrage at it, saying " it will enflame 
the minds of the poor." This however, 
was an error, for it never disturbed the 
minds of the poor, except that instead of 
inflaming it enlightened them ! But it did 
inflame the minds of some rich men. Per- 
haps their consciences were not in a state 
of preparation for the reception of such 
blunt and unqualified truths as it contained ! 
The word inflammatory, is a very convenient 
and useful term for all the honest purposes 
of a certain description of men. Let but 
any unwelcome truth come out, and then 
call it inflammatory language, and the author 
of it a vile jacobn, and the whole business 
is settled according to the right rules of. 
loyalty and aristocracy ! But though this 
word inflammatory be so prodigiously con- 
venient for one description of men, it is 
very inconvenient for another ; for it being 
a term of arbitrary construction, no man 
ean possibly discern when he is within a? 
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VlII. INTKODUCTIOK. 

without its dangerous circle. Ari honest 

writer may imagine that the way to keep 

* * 

out of danger will be to keep with* 
in the bounds of . truth. This notion 
may lead him into a fatal error ; for there 
is nothing in the whole compass of 
nature so inflammatory as truth when it is 
thrown amongst falsehood, deception, cor- 
ruption and knavery ! The bible itself \ 
affords several instances in justification, of 
this remark : the true prophet Micaiah 
had courage and honesty enough to contra- 
dict about four hundred false prophets, and 
tell an unwelcome truth to a despotic kirig : 
of Israel, [Ahab] which so inflamed the 
priests and their king, that the one party, 
smote him in the face, even in a great as- 
sembly, and the other party sent him to 
prison to feed upon bread of affliction anflj 
water of affliction ; \ kings, ch> 22. N. B. 
The Tour hundred prophets were qll Ayrf. 
and faithful subjects, true to their king an4, 
country, but Micaiah was a re$t/css> dip?> 
Wtisfied, disafected vile fd/gw ; zn enemy to; 
hi* kin* and country, a Jacob** ! Mere, 

■ • ■ » * » 

* 
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instances of the same kind might be adduced 

from the same source. 

But rich men say, " you want to take 
people's property from them by violence.' 1 
This, is the language of malignity but not 
vi truth; and those who use it ought to 
have the justice to point out the page where 
Such expressions might be seen. The whole 
drift of the Pamphlet being, not to teach 
,r violence/' but to deprecate it It is true 
that I do wish for a greater equality of pro- 
perty than that which obtains at the present, 
and in this wish 1 humbly believe that I have 
both reason and revelation, ctfmraon sense 
and general sentiment t>n my side. 

But the equality which I want is not a 
statistical equality ; that is, an equality by 
weight and measure ; but a general equality 
which brings the extreme? which now subsist 
to a more moderate distance from the me- 
dium : for, if I might be allowed to model 
human society and arbitrate the bounds of 
property according to my utmost wishes, I 
would most certainly leave some latitude for 
the encouragement and honour of industry 

on the one hand, and the disgrace and 

*-* 
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punishment of waste and indolence on the 
other. Astoth? means whereby such a state 
of things might be obtained, could I be the 
manager, they should be brought about by 
system, and not by the sword ; by law, and 
not by violence ! Nor let it be imagined 
that I esteem all rich men as so many crimi- 
nals ; Ihave no such views of them : because 
many of them are born to the wealth which 
they inherit ; and as to those who have ac- 
quired their wealth by Trade and Commerce, 
they have both necessity and custom, to 
£lead A and if they have attained their pro- 
perty by honest means, are worthy of high' 
commendations. 

But the fault of rich men lies in this, 
that they esteem, or pretend to esteem* all 
the speculations of philosophers and phi- 
Ian throphists on the subject of exhorbitant 
-wealth and the oppressions of therieh, a$ 
$o many personal attacks founded on envy, 

and covetous designs upon their property; 
Instead, therefore, of meeting the subject 
candidly, by yielding to natural sentiment, 
rational argument, and evident facts, they 
too frequently oppose the sentiments p£ 
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nature by a hajughty disdain, arguments, by 
persecution, or even prosecution ; and facts, 
by usages and precedent. 

The sufferings of mankind will never 
he so great as to be universal ; in the worst 
possible state of KutnaB society, there will 
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Thesa prosperous, individuals generally, stop, 
their ears against truth, skit their eyes 
against facts, and harden their hearts against 
the cries of numbers who are, depressed by 
calamities and pinched by want. Hence 
we often see persons who are doing, well, tp^ 
bp prodigiously loyal, as themselves suppose, 
at Jeast ; they are. for no alteration or changer 
in the present system of things ; they can- 
not see how things can possibly be better 
than they are : and. this $etflsh. humour they 
call loyalty,* or in. other words; z .fomg true to 
their. King, and Country ! They either can- 
not or- will not perceive*, that for the most , 
par* this. %dtyp arise* wholly from? a fear . 
, that auy. national innovation, .or any de* 
j rangement oi thip& as they- arc, would: 
, jostle them out of their lucky knack, of 
getting money ! They therefore lead with 
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XII. INTR0DUCTIOK. 

rancorous language, and vile epithets, all 
those who from motives of humanity and 
benevolence, speak or write in favour of 

the amelioration of the condition of man- 

• • - 

kind 

Nor let the benevolent philanthropist 
be either surprised or depressed by the 
conduct of such men ; for whoever in any 
age has dared to espouse the cause of the 
poor, and confront the oppressions of the 
rich, has (exposed himself to execration, 
persecution, and even death itself. 

But, whatever rebuffs arid insolence 
tke commiserating advocates of the poor 
may meet with from wealthy pride, the/ 
have the language of inspiration 09 their 
side, and itis left on record for their cbn- 
solation : Blessed is he that consider^ the 
poor ; the Lord will deliver him in time oj 
trouble. The Lord will preserve him and 
keep him alive ; and he shall be blessed upon 
the earth : and thou wilt not deliver him 
unto the will of liis enemies. The Lord shall 
strengthen him upon the bed of languishing; 

thou ^ wilt make oil his bed in his sickness. 

* ■ 

&m$tn:X\\f-~ 1# % 3. I find 



1 NTO ODUGTI©!^ v ■* - A ' « XIII. 

I find ;it no^kgm v written; Messid'u 
he that considertth the rich. The reason may 
be, that having m<#ey enough, they" can 
If /ess themsefoe* : or should ' they decline : 
doing it for theihselves/ ^nd yet wish to 
be blessed, they ^Ht\ find* plenty of those 
who both tan and will db it for thew. But 
what are the poor to d^> ; seeing*'^ 
not help rti6m$ r dv£s/-aiid : when'ifi&r* ciiise 
is aggravated- in ?tl\k-—that thefy ate denied 
Jielp becau^^^M^PT^ Wthey were 
above the need of help/ 'they v W€)u Id have 
many helpers f but -because {key a * e p°°r 
and needy/ vahl is - the help of man, Tor n& 
man regards the poo* 'nisnr, became he is 
poor • The poor is hated evM of his &wti 
neighbour ;v but the rteh hath indny friends^ ' 
Prov. xi\v^O, After al>,— Blessed is he 
that considewth the p6e>r. The Lord hatk 
said it ! V; *' : *' v; 

There %is one common place plea of 
rich men, wjych I think is deserving of 
notice, and v which is> to speak in their 
own language, that .' f ;The poor of this coun- 
try are better off than the poor of any other 
country ui the world/' . Those whd use this 

< 

* 

» 
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XIV INTRODUCTION. 

plea, are deceived by its having hten Kxu&j 
It was once true to say "Sardinia had a 
king* ; but it would be false to say so now r 
and to say that €r the poor of this country 
are better off than the poor of any Other 
country in the world/' is now problematic 
•r disputable But allowing the assertion 
to be true, namely, that they are " better 
off" than the foreign poor, yet even lb is 
would afford no solid ground for consola- 
tion ; for there are some excellencies which 
are absolute, and others which are only 
1 tornparaiivi : an absolute excellence is that 
which cannot be exceeded : a comparative 
excellence is that which is better than other* 
<f its kind, by contrast : thus for instance, 
a man that has one leg is in a much more 
excellent lease than fie who has none : but 
yet he that is in the more excellent case» 

would: be much better if he had two legs ! 

• ■ ♦ 

Such is the ignorance and infatuation of 
sortie men who value themselves upon wha t 
they call 49 being friends to fbeir country/' 
that they would if they could, stifle tv&ij 
word and elven every sigh against privations 
and oppression. Wete it possible that a 

• f 
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system of tyranny could be set up that 
would cut off three fingeri of each. hand of 
every man in the realm, I really feat that 
the practice would be justified and applaud* 
ed by some men, especially if it could be 
proved that in every other country the 
rulers cut off four finger* of each hand : 
then these loyal souls, these ? friends to 
their country' 9 would say, "see what prfw- 
ledges you enjoy, for which you can lie vet- 
be sufficiently thankful ;in other coui\triesthe 
men have only a thumb upon each, hand; 
but as for you, your lot hps 'frUep. in th>e 
land of freedom, which i? the g/toty' anfi 
envif of all the world ; and therefore eyeiy 
man among you is priviledged to wear fcotji 
a finger and a thumb upon each hand ! 
SJ, happy, happy people ! O blessed land 
of freedom ! 

Now suppose at this juncture, a philan- 
thropist should have the courage to say, 
u why, there is no great reason to be so 
mighty thankful for permission to wear a 
finger and thumb; for the Creator having 
given us four fingers and a thumb to each 
hand, the enjoym nt and use of them is a 
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natural right : and therefore grati t tide to 
man for this natural right, is a folly, not a 
duty- And moreover, the. practice of thank- 
ing rulers for natural rights, has-been one 
the many means, whereby tho ruin of the 
liberties of mankind, in most countries, has 
b e en effected'!" 

V 

But how shall we recorapeps^^ the phi- 
Ian throphisj for these; salutary remarks ? 
Well, thou Friend to things, as tl&y, are, call 
r<him as usual. S€ a: restless, di^fFe&ed fellow ; 
a ? fellow thajt makes people uneasy ; an 
miiny i? his iwmti&rr*. jacobiiri!" This 
will be, a rouch.readiierTvay thaii writing 

and printiag t» cpafute him I- 



ON THE 

■. % * 

Distresses of the Poor, 

* - 

The cause of the Poor, is a poor cause ; not 
iu regard to the morality of it, but with respect 
; to the countenance and support it will meet with 
from the wealth y put of mankind. A digressed 
Nobleman 9 or even a Nobleman's descendant, 
would soon be a subject of general conversation 
and commiseration : and it "is more than prob- 
able the result would be, the opening of many 
hands, hearts and purses: whilst the starving 
poor, who are many in number and deep in 
misery, are little known and less regarded; 
living without comfort and dying without pity. 

But whatever allowances may be made for 
Breeding and Ftding, the real wants of mankind 
are universally the same :— One rrcuih to feed, 
and onelack to cover! And although the real 
wants of mankind are but few, yet those few 
are imperious ones : the belly requires to be fed 
several tira«9 a day, and th* back to be clothed 

• - ' » W " * > • T i i t 
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all the day \ou*. la these cases privations are 
painful ; aiuj if continued they are certain des- 
truction. TOat there should be any of these 
cases is a matter of lamentation ; but that there 
should be myriads of them, (as indeed there are) 
either is or ought to be a subject of sincere and 
pudgent regret. . w >. 5 ^, » 

If these sufferings were the dispensations of 
heaven, -it would be both our duty and our 
interest to bear them with christian resignation : 
but for the most part they are the productions of 
bad men and worse systems. 

The sufferings of the lower classes of the 
people are at this time indescribable. Most 
even of those who hav^ full employment, can- 
not, on account of the nigh price of provisions 
and the lorn rate of wr,jes, get more than half 
necessaries for themselves and their families ! 
What then must become of those who cannot 
get more than half -employment ? And further, 
what must become of those who can get no em- 
ployment at all ? Of these tW> last descriptions, 
sorry I am to say, Jbut it is a notorious truth, 
there are many. 

In this deceitful world, where the order of 
things is so commonly inverted, it* is in the 
nature of shameless pride and pomp to exhibit 
themselves with glaring effrontery, and all men 
see them : on the otfrer hand it is in the nature of 
poverty, wretchedness and want, to hide them- 
selves from the sight and knowledge of men 
and moreover it is natural to man to dislike 
wretchedness and misery. Nevertheless though 
it may be allowed to .men to dislilct wretchedness 
and misery, yet it can never be allowed on 
christian principles for any one to despise them. 
Whtn these evils come upon men through their 
own viw and folly^ they deserve much blamt 
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as well as some pity :* but the sufferings here 
pointed at are stick as result from the Monopa- 
iuatidos of Land Owners, Cort|$Factors ami 
others ; and also the. wicked Wars which are 
always fomented, by the Nobility, the ambitious, 
;$tfd the self interested. » 

It isjtn ill symptom of the state of mankind, 
when men become insensible and callous to the 
suffering of their' fellbw creatures*.. In this case, 
th,e best apology that can be made, is, that the 
commonness of enormities lessens that surprize 
in men, which, in reason it ought to augment. 
At this moment there are in this nation thousands 
of wrctcji^d cases . and true tales of woe, which 
would.melt the heart $f a Janissary, yea, and 
almost soften the heart Ci a Nobleman \ , \ 
. * During the last t^hty years the mechanics* 
w ages have been lowered ; in some xjases much 
lowered, even one half, and frequently more than 
that ; whilst on the other hand, provisions, 
instead of being also reduced one half, haw 
been upon an average, doubled! Added to 
this, many mechanics, as hath already been 
stated, have been thrown wholly out of em- 
ployment. 

Many poor labouring men there are in 
Great Britain, who get not more than nine or 
ten shillings, or half a guinea per week. Adrait- 
tiug, then that these poor creatures are always 
employed, and never sick, Avhat sort of main- 
taineace is even half a guinea likely to procure ' t 
for a man, his wife and several small children, 
when flour is Five and Sixpence per stone of 141b. 
and all other things proportionally dear ? Half 
a guinea a week will not be too much even for 
bread done, where the family consists of five 
or six persons. What then in the name of com- 
jnqn sense is to supply all other wants, even for * 
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• 

the hcYy ; 'o say nothing of raiment, coais, 
rent ami taxes ! 

Bui th<*re are miny who can get no employ* 
men* ofany^scrip* ion whatever ; and it is truly 
lamentable to see what shifts ari l devices many 
of these poor unfortunates will find out, in order- 
to avoid the degrading altcrnati ve of being brow- 
b? ^tetii by a Paris!! Otliccr. Some there are who 
set oat a gathering rags— others go a selling 
matches — and others again lake to gathering 1 
horse dung upon the roads : but these callings 
ii' re now like too many others of a more dignified 
description— they are overstocked with appli- 
cants, and consequently almost profitless. 

These eases, it will be admitted are bad 
enough, but there are worse than these: for there 
are many who, heretofore, by diligence in their 
callings and cccimc,\ny in their disbursements, 
Lad subsisted in comfort and independence, are 
now reduced to the sad alternative of begging 
from door to door, or starving. Say ye % inha- 
- habitants *>f Manchester, is it not so? Nay, 
worse' titan this, have not many absolutely ex- 
pired for want of a morsel of bread, during this 
year> 181^, and a few years preceding? 

The following tale of woe is founded in fact. 
In the month of July, J812, a poor woman in 
<the'Gi(y of Norwich, went to the Market-place, 
and; mjndinir her opportunity, as she thought, 
imrlowed a Sheep's Pluck from a Butcher's Stall. 
The 'Butcher perceived the transaction and 
immediately called a Constable, with whom he 
folhwed the poor woman to her own house. 
Wfccn the Butcher and the Constable entered the 
house, they found the Sheep's Pluck alreany 
laid raw as it was, upon t>» table, and the table 
surrounded by several children who were tear- 
ing it wiUi their little fingers, and .eatin£ it 
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with fyger like appetites ! The Constable and 
Batcher then told the woman on what errand 
they were come, namely, to arrest her. The 
poor creatufe then told them with tears and 
trembling, that Iter husband was a soldier ; that 
her poor famished children had not tasted food 
of any kind for several days ; that slie had no 
money to buy them any ;" and tha,t she; had been 
impelled by natural feeling and the cries of the 
children to do what she had done, though it 
was contrary both 'to her principles and habits of 
lite. This tale of woe, so evidently true, caused 
ihe Butcher's he^art to relent, and therefore in- 
stead of arresting the woman, he gave her some 
money, and then, with the Gonstabie he went 
away ! * . v 

Lbok at these things O thou proud monster 
AristoctiaCf/ ! These * scenes of distress are thy 
legitimate offsprings aild whefe |hou art these 
tales of woe will rarely be wanting.*: This is 
also one ' of the direful fruiife of your, Just and 
Necessary Wot I Alas poor Beggars. Great 
men blow' up the flames of discord and war : 
they then impress some of you for thelVavy ; and 
l baUot others of you for the army v and both 
against yout will: " Those of you wljo are left at 
home by their gracious permission,* have to 
labour tot the support of both Navy in3 Army ; 
t&, .and for 1 an uttf^Krig set of paeh calling 
themselves M^i^Mo' wTiom you' have the 
honour to give to each annually, ten, twenty, 
thirty, forty, fifty, sixty, seventy, eighty or 
ninety thousand pounds ! When you have done 
this, you have only a few, a swarm I mean, of 
Placemen, Pensioners, Agents and Contractors 
to maintain : and then, O happy thought, all 
the rest of your earnings are tor the support ef 
yotKvIve* and family ! 
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This nray in some measure account for the 
^reat increase of leSm carcases, thin and sallow 
faces, ragged cloths and bare legs and feet* 
These signs of the limes have been much on the 
increase during the last twenty years, but espe- 
cially during the last seven years : and if we can 
but jrtake it out to get a few more victories, tiro 
poor of England may become what the poor of 
France were previous to the revolution, namely, 
Sans CuUottes ! 

In farmer times the Poor could gather a few 
Nuts in season, without fear or dread of molest* 
ation : but now -a days we frequently see 
warning papers put up in the streets, threatening 
Nutters with prosecution, should they dare io 
rather Nuts on Certain proscribed - grounds.— 
Poor Beggars ! The great ones of the Nation 
■have claimed, according to law not reason^ all 
ike Hares, Partridges, Woodcocks, Moor Game, 
&c. &c* (o Say nothing of fish ; and at length 
they are beginning to turn their attention to the 
common Jiasel Nut ! Generous Souls ! you have 
nothing, now t<> look after but haws,, crabs and 
#loe*, :»n4 then yon will have got all ! 
.'• \ It Jw$ atep' been legally (determined, not 
long ag9> (hat up one has any. right to glean in 
any field: without the owner's permission I P 
JJeggaiSs ! r you havo got the strait Jacket on 
the last ; there will soon be nothing youcaa 
your o wn but air and water t 
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MINISTERS OF THE GOSPEL. 




. €• N • J , ' , . « « . 

It will be very natural, from fhe temire of 
Scripture, the nature of Religion and the Reason 
of things, for Jhe poor in their sufferings under 
tke hand of oppression, to look for patrons and 
comforters among the Ministers of the Gospei.-*- 
Sin out of the question, that which is natural; is 
always right The poor therefore, judging by 
the conduct of the Prophets and Apostles, ima- 
gine that all the teachers of Christianity ought 
to advocate their cause against the tyranny and 
injustice of wicked and unreasonable men.'*, la 
this the poor are right in their judgment of things , 
butj as is often the case, they are wronj* in their 
apprehensions of men : they know what should be y 
but they are frequently disappointed and morti- 
fied at what really is. 

Out of about eighteen thousand Clergymen 
in Great Britain, only one has, to my knowledge, 
been prosecuted since the commencement of the 
French Revolution, for opposing the corruptions 
of the times. The one I allude to, published 
mjmall well written Pamphlet on the Unlawful- 
news of War. This Author was prosecuted .by 
the Government ; and the pleadings of the Crown 
Lawyers came to this issue, " that the Pamphlet 
was evidently written with a good desig-i, and 
warm substance true, but that according to the 
present posture of affaifs, in the world, it would 
not do, and therefore could not be allowed pub- 
lication ! 1 1" However the Clergyman came to 
40 farther trouble about this Pamphlet ; - because 
he* yielded, like a coward, to its suppression, 
qad tfceu the Government kt him. alone 1 
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Besides the abovementioned Clergjnjat, 
there was among the- Dissenters, a. Mr. Winter- ' 
bottom prosecuted and imprisoned for four years ; 1 
also a' Mr. Friend prosecuted, and if 1 remem- 
ber right, imprisoned: and, w&ity^Mr^OiU 
bert Wakefield, who wa? imprisoned two years* 
'These latter wrote, or preached, against the . 
corrupt and oppressive practices of Statesmen. . 

But when we recollect that there are of 
Clergymen and Dissenting Ministers of ^very- 
description, perhaps not much less, if any, than 
thirty thousand, one may justly wonder that so 
Tery small a number of them should be found 
who have advocated the cause of oppressed 
humanity, seeing it* is peculiarly thqir duty! 
But, indeed it has, shame to men, always Lecn 
so : for in the days of wicked Ahab King of 
Israel, there were four hundred false Prophets, 
and only one trute one! I, Kings, chap. 22. 
On the side of the oppressor? therp is wealth and 
power : indeed as things are now constituted, 
wealth is power : and on the other hand, on the 
side of the oppressed there is poverty ; and at 
things are »now appreciated, poverty is weak- 
ness : nay more, it is ignorance ; it is meanness : 
it is vileues&y and it is every thing that is di]&» 
graceful and hateful ! Alas! poor men: ricli 
men by their wicked and oppressive systems 
make you into Beggars, and thqu they despise 
and bate yOii for being Beggars ! J. , . 

Let it not,' however, be imagined that Minis- 
ters of the Gospel hive nothing to say for them- 
selves in reference to these jthings :. O no : they 
Have a gloss for their conduct, and can dexter- 
ously quotg Scripture in justification of v the 
course they pursue. , Eor instance they say, vre 
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whom honour is due. From this they would 
have us infer that honour is always due to merj 
in authority in particular, and to noblemen in 
general : and that therefore it is impossible bolh 
to oppose them and honour them at the same 
time. Render honour to zzhpm honour is due. 
The command is a good one, even if it were not 
found in the Bible, but still more so for being re- 
corded there. But then the question now is 

To whom is honour due: Is it due to vice 

and villainy to those who impoverish and 

oppress mankind— to those who will give no 
right and hear no reason ? To say that villains 
in office ought to be treated with respect andf 
reverence, is to villify virtue and to libel the 
God of truth and righteousness. To tell lies is 
justly reputed scandalous ; this is verbal false- 
hood : but to pay virtuous respects to vicious 
ivcm ; to treat with honour those who deserve 
infamy ; to call a downright scoundrel a ]{i«-ht 
Honourable Gentleman, is practical falsehood 
and such an inversion of the order and fitness 
of things as must ultimately subvert both Justice 
and Peace, the two grand pillars on which the 
moral and the civil world entirely depend : and 
must moreover, call down the vengeance of a r i - 
teous God, who loveth righteousness. It is my 
serious opinion that the practice of giving good 
names and distinguishing honours to bad men 
has produced infinite mischief to mankind : for 
when villains have found that they could obtain 
all the epithets and exterior respects due xuilr 
to virtue, they have been emboldened to think 
that virtue was of no value; but that interest 
is every man's best end y and that he ig oilly a 
tardy mean spirited fool, who scruples about 
ffcc means ! 
,* 
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Say, ye dastardly Ministers of the Gospel 
i cover your own cowardice by your false 
glosses of God*s Word ; did Mordtcai the cap- 
tive Jew at Shushan in Persia, act Gomformabiy 
to your glosses when he refused to reverence 
Hainan the Prime Minister of the Persian Em- 
pire ? Is it not reasonable to suppose that Mor- 
decai had his reasons for his conduct, and that 
his reasons were — that Hainan was at the bottom, 
notwithstanding his situation, a downright scoun- 
drel, and that therefore to honour such a man 
Tvas to disgrace himself and dishonour the Al- 
mighty ! But what would many modern Minis- 
ters of the Gospel, Church Clergy or Dissenters, 
not much matter whether, have done, had they 
been in MordecaPs situation ? Why, reader they 
would have done what they are almost daily do- 
ing now to the Hawaii's in power — —They 
would have been sneaking at the heels of the 
Persian Haman, courting his smiles, supplica- 
ting his favours, and treating him with all the 
homage due only to a virtuous man ! Hainan 
would hardly have been hanged had thty beea 
there! 

Jlliosotxer resislcth the power, resist eth tht 
ordinance of God, saith the cowardly minister 
mt the Gospel. Here we see that these christian 
ministers quote scripture ii. their justification. 
Let us try then if they may not be puzzled 
from the same quarter : and we will begin witfc 
Exodus, Chap. 1. ver. 15 — And the King of Egypt 
spake to the H threw Midwifes, of which the name 
of Hie one xzas Shiphrah, and the name of the other 
Puah. And he said, When ye do the office of m . 
Midzcife to the Hebrews, and see them vyon 1 
the stools ; if it be a son then ye shall kilT Jiirii- : 
but if it b* a daughter, then she shall live. ' . ; v}/ ^ rfA 

But th§ Midxrivcs feared God, and did net f5r5 : j 
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King of Egypt commanded them, but stved 
the Men-children alive. 

And the King of Egypt called for the Mid- 
wives, and said unto them, why hate ye done this 
th 

< n £> an d woed the men-children alive ? 

And the midzoives said unto Pharoh, because 
the Hebrew women are not as the Egyptian wo- 
men, for they are lively, and are delivered, ere 
the midz&ixes come in unto them. 

Then God dealt well with the midwives : and 
the people multiplied, and waxed very mighty. 

And it came to pass, because the midwives 
feared God, that he made them houses. 

Here then, reader, we have it in plain language 
nay, in Bible language, that the Hebrew, THid- 
wives disobeyed the commandment of King Pha-. 
rob, and (hat the divine being was highly pleased 
with ' them for their conduct, and shewed his * 
pleasure by dealing well with them and making 
them houses. 

Now let us suppose that all the Ministers of 
the Gospel in Great Britain, Clergy and Dis- 
senters, had been there, and the Egyptian Mid 
wives hod applied to them for counsel respect- 
ing Pharoh 's mandate, what can we wppoai . 
these ministers would have advised them to do. ' 
Why, reader, judging from the almost uni- 
form conduct of these courageous Ministers, they 
would have snid to the Midwives.— "Indeed 
gd»d w omen there can r be no question what is 
your duty in this case, for it would be damnabl* 
wickedness for men to disobey a King or a Go- 
vernment, and such conduct would be still more 
intolerable in old wives ; besides know you not 
what the Scripture says, Let every soul be sub- 
ject unto the higher powers. For there is no powe r 
but of God: the powers that be are ordained of 
4&d. Whosoever therefor* resisteth the power 
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resist elk the ordinance of God; and they that resist 
shall receive to themselves damnation. Ilom. c. 13. 

T» I, 2. 

This beyond all doubt would have been 
their language for it is with this and such lan- 
guage that they have almost all of them glossed 
oyer the most dastardly and the most unchris- 
tianlike conduct. With this misapplied Scrip- 
ture in. their mouths they have stood by, hold- 1 
ing the garments of oppressors and consenting 
to the oppression of the poor of the land. They 
kave passively watched the legalization of Press- 
ings and Military flogging ; and the Bishops 
have actually supported these things; and they 
have witnessed War with all its internal horrors, 
and have consecrated its banners ; they have 
•een the poor ballotted or seduced into the armj \ 
aqd sent by tens of thousands to the field of f 
battle like beasts to the slaughter house: they.* 
have; beheld the- poor with their sallow counte- 
nances, their skeleton carcasses, their, tattered , 
garments, and their bare legged children, they 
have seen the building of Barracks, of new large \ 
and commodious Prisons, and Poor Houses ; they 
have beheld the cruel conduct of Rackrent Land- 
lords, and avaricious Monopolizers : in short 
thjpy have seen the Devil almost do his worst to 
the lower orders of mankind, and all the while 
they .have stood by like dumb dogs that cannot 
(L b^rk, or like, marble statufes that caanot feci. 

Ministers of the Gospel arc the men of whom 
Gpd expects and requires that they should bo , 
his ambassadors and vicegerents in the moral 
world; and therefore he requires it of them tljftt 
thfy should stand up in his stead, and confrpnJt - 
and oppose the oppressors of the poor, in l;(n- 
guKge like the following. What mean ye that ye 
beat my people to pieces, and grind the faces of ilir. \ 
poor? Saith the L*rd God of hosts Isa. c. 3. y* 15* — * 
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But instead of vindicating the cause of the op- 
pressed and the poor, these men, these messengers of 
the gospel, and the glory of Chrift ! are amongst * 
the very forcmo>t of those who cry down the cries \ 
f}{ the poor, and cry up the conduft of those by 
whom the poor are reduced to starvation and ruin ! 
Even among dissenting Ministers may be found . 
those who have made their court and done obeisance 
to oppressors in power ! And all this unmanly 
and antichristian conduft is graced off by language 
as foreign to their appropriations f it f a* the Ian- 1 
guage of Scripture U to the slang of a gypsy, The : 
powers that be are of God— He that resisteth the ■ 
power, resisteth the ordinance of God. 

Now ye dastardly fellows, supposing you had 
been like Daniel, required on pain of Death to de- 
sist from praying to the God of heaven for a certain 
period ? Why, Sirs, to be sure you would have 
deiifted, and put a very good face upon your con- " 
duft too : for you would have said— The powers ' 
that be ate of God: and therefore I am booijft* 
in duty and in confeience to obey f / * * 

Further, let us suppose Nebuchadnezzar King 
of Babylon should come and reign over England ; 
and that this great man should take it into his head 
to set up a Golden Image on Hounslow heath, or f ' 
Nortingham Forest ; and that he should buHd a *fi± 
good Battling furnace not far from the Image f ' 
Let us then suppose that this mighty monarch" 
should Command all men both great anrf 
ftnall to fall down at the sound of the Cor- 
net, Flute, Harp, Sackbut, and Psaltery, and' 
worship the Golden Image, which he h&» 
set up! What wouM the Clergy am* Dis- 
senting Ministers do then ? I humbly hope there 
would be found a few out of about thirty thousand 
who would die rather than worship : bst it is mor» 
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tlian probable that the great bulk of them wt>uU| 
not only fall down themfelves, but would induce 
others fo do the same; and they would adduce. 
Scripture to justify their conduit : they would say 
— The powers that be are of God — unci — we mujft 
fubmit to every ordinance of man fo* the L$rd*s fake :. 
whether it he to the King as fupreme v w unto Go- 
vernors. I Pet. c. 2 — v. 13. 14. Yes, reader, the 
Ministers of the Gospel in the present day, are 
notfutnace.men : they are feather bed men f They 
at;e not for resisting unto blood, but rather foe be com - 
irig all) things unto all men. 

The new Testament also, affords more than 
one instance of disobedience to the powers that be\ 
In the A&s of the Apostles, Chap*. 3 & 4. We 
find that Petet and John f having been instruments 
in the hands of God, of healing a lame and impo- 
tent man, gave great offence thereby to the powers . 
tfyat be. Wherefore the* Captain of the Temple, 
the High Priests, Rulers, Elders, and others, as- 
sembled : and having called Peter and John to * 
their Bar, aflred them, " By what power, or by 
what name they had done a great and bene6ciat 
miracle. " or in other words whether they had got. 
a Licence under the toleration aft, to do good to . 
their fellow creatures without bringing themselves 
if to trouhlc thereby.! The ultimate of this ar* 
raignment was that they commanded Peter and John 
pot to speak at all nor tiach in the name of Jesus. But 
Peter and John answered and said unto them, whe- 
ther it he right in the sight of God to hearken unf+\ 
yOM more than God f Judge ye. For we cannot but 
speak the things which we have seen and heard. Here 
then was downright disobedience to the powers that . 
Ar; by two chief Apostle?, and, what heighten* 
tgfS singularity of the circumstance, these Apostles- 
were at the same time fitlef with the H$/y Ghost. 
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Not Ion g after th is the powers that be, a?rai» 
laid hold of Peter and other Apostles, for* the? 
same crime as ahovemcnt toned, and again im- 
prisoned them, lint strange to tell, an Angel of 
the Lord by night, opened the prison doors, and 
brought them forth, and said, Go stand and spea/c 
in the Temple to the people all the zcords of this life. 
Here we find an Angel f^m the Ijord both help- 
ing and teaching disobedience to the powers that b<* 
This Angel mast have been a Jacobin, without 
doubt! However, in defiance of God or An- 
gels, the powers that he were determined to en- 
force non-resistance and passive obedience ta 
their malignant and damnable commands, and 
therefore they said, Did not wv straitly command 
you that ye should not teach in his narn^ #c. Then 
Peter and the odier Apostles answered and said- 
We ought to obey God rather than men I Act A 
Chap. 5. 

Now, it is well worthy of our consideration 
that this same Peter who boldly said in the face 
of the Rulers, we might to obey God rather tha f i 
men, said on another" occasion, Submit your-' 
selves to every ordinance of man for the Jborifs 
sake : whether it. be to the King as supreme, or 
unto Governors &c. L Peter, 2,-13, 14. WhaJT 
shall we say then, is Peter at variance with Him- 
self? By no means ; Peter had learned what? 
many learned men seem very unwilling to know 
namely, that when the behests of Government* 
are according to truth and righteousness, they 
ought in any wise to be obeyed ; but when they 
are otherwise, then disobedience is a duty, yea 
even a meritorious duty ; and this I think I have 
dearly demonstrated from Scripture facts. 

We will now bring forward another holy Apos- 
tle, and we will sec what deference he had for 1 
<XraU:Men. James, Chap. g % Ifearkenwute*' 
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hvcdbrcthren, hath not God chosen (he poor of /Alt 
World rich in fc'th> and heirs of the Kingdom' 
uhich he hath promised to them that fore him* 
Addressing s the rich, hv says, But ye have drs- 

{jised the poor. Singular language! it might 
jave been written in the eighteenth er nineteenth 
century! Again addressing the poor, he says, 
Do net rhh me* opprefs you, and d* aw you before the 
judgment feats ? Do not they blafpheme that worthy 
name by the which ye are called? Chap. 5. The 
same Apostle, evidently bring moved with indig- 
nation at the oppressive conduct of the rich to- 
wards the poor, says. Go tonoiv* je rich men % weep 
and botrl fir your miferies that jhall come upon you. 
tour riches are corrupted, and your garments are moth 
eaten. Tour Gold and Silver is cankered; and the 
rust of them Jhall be a witness agahift yau, and Jhall 
eat your fiefh as it uere fire. Ye have heaped trea- 
fure together for the last days. Behold the hire of 
the labourers who have reaped down your fields f which 
is of you kept back by fraud, crieth : and the cries of 
them which have reaped are entered into the ears of 
the Lord of Sabbaoth. Ye have lived in pleafure on 
the earth, and been wanton ; y? have ncurijbed your 
hearts as in a day of Slaughter* Ye have condemned 
and killed the jujl ; and he doth not resijl you. . a 

Were St. James in the World now, and to 
speak or write in the same strain with the above 
quotation, there would be many to rebuke him, 
and say to him, " What hare ye to do with Great 
men j and Rich men? their conduct comes not 
under your cognizance r Ministers of the Gospel 
have nothing to do with politics, Governments nci 
Great men; their province is to let these things 
alone, and mind only the preaching of the Gos- 
pel, &'c. Arc. " It is by this kind of cant that 
many ministers cover their cowardice and lore 
#f tase : and it is by acting upon such like ma*- > 
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urns that the world has suffered so much from 
wicked Governments, and is now so wretched 
by reason of tyranny, murder, and poverty ! 

It is worthy of observation, however, that those 
courageous Ministers who deal so gingerly with 
Governments and Great men, are very lavish in 
their anathemas against poor Girls for their in- 
dulging too much iu fine Caps and yellow rib- 
bons : nay they will even venture, on extraordi- 
nary occasions to vent out some keen philippics 
against the Devil himself! But wherefore all 
this honesty and magnanimity $ Why reader, as to 
the poor Girls with their caps and ribbons, they; 
can do nothing but new model the cap, and get 
the yellow ribbon dyed green: and with regard 
to the Devil he cannot help himself, because he, 
does not keep an Attorney General ; for if the 
Devil kept an Attorney General to file Ex officio 
Bills against all Ministers of the Gospel who 
durst libel his character, I greatly suspect - 
that many would deal as warily with his Satanic 
Majesty as they do with some other Majesties V 
In short under such circumstances, none but * 
downright honest men would get themselves into 
trouble by meddling' with the devil, and the 
number of such men in proportion to the bulk 
of mankind/ has always been most lamentably 
small ! 

Neither did St Paul pay a much better com- 
pliment to Great men than St. James, when he 
said to the Church of Corinth, For ye see your cal- 
ling, brethren, how that not many wise men after the • 
fieikynot many mighty t not maiy noble, are called. l$c 
i Cor. I, 26. 

'Finally, we will just notice the spirit and lan- 
guage of the Son of God, respecfing the Great 
ones of the earth : and this is the more necessa- 
ry because a few of his worcls have beea hack- 
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Beyed about from age (o age, as being his whole 
creed respecting Kings and Governments. The 
words in question arc ihcse, Render therefore ww/a 
Cefar, the things which are Cesar Mat. 22 chap. 
2f. Those words which speak but very faintly 
in favour of Kings and taxation, and which 
were only uttered in order to evade a snare, have 
been blown from the lips of a loyal and fawning 
priesthood, with unabated zeal and unremitting 
diligence : and yet after all, I doubt not but 
Jesus Christ, had he been speaking of Judas Is- 
Cariot, would have said, Render unto Judas Isea- 
rlofthe things that are Judas Iscariofs : Or, render 
tp any man you may be connected with, his due, 
whether of debt, duty, or reverence. 

The citation of a few passages from holy writ, 
will more than intimate the views of Jesus Christ 
respecting the Rulers and Great men of this world* 
Mat. 25, Chap. ver. 1,2, 3, 4. Then sprite Je- 
fus to the multitude % and to' his disciples, faying the 
Scrilies and the P hat i fees Jit in Mfes feat. All 
therefore whatsoever they bid you observe , that ob- 
ferve and do ; That is, so far as those who sit in 
Moses' seat, teach according to Moses' writings, 
so far obey them : hut do net ye after their works : 
for they say and do not. For they bind heavy burdens 
and grievous to be borne, and lay them on men's fhivf- 
ders : but fley themselves will mt mcve them with one 
of tk ir fingers ! What an ancient picture of mo- 
dern practice ! Again Luke, 6, ver. 24. Wh 
unto you that are rich f for ye have received yout con- 
fotation. fFoe unto you that are full I for \ejball hun- 
ger. fVoe unto you that laugh now ! for ye shall 
mourn and weep. 

Jesus Christ never flattered Great men ; nor 
evcrapplied fine title* to characters : be would 
have suffered the mos>t cruel death that men could 
inflict, sooner than have st ylml an abaadoiu*l 
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profligate a Right Honour *bh Gtnthman~-y. turbu- 
lent blood thirsty ruffian, His Serene Highness; 
or a cruel tyrant of>a King, a Most gracious Sa* 
ftenign. Jesus knew, what it very much be- 
hovo? all those to know who have aay inclina- 
tion to acquit themselves in the sight -of that God 
that loveth righteousness, aad hateth iniquity, 
namely, that the giving good names to bad men, 
and bad names to good men, has beert one of the 

f>rincipal schemes of him who is the Father of 
ies, by which the world has been corrupted, and 
consequently the happiness of mankind almost 
wholly subverted. Men are well aware that it is' 
quite wrong to 9j>ply foul names to good men : • - 
and they ought to know that it is equally wrong, 
and perhaps more pernicious in its consequen- 
ces, to apply dignified titles to bad men. This 
practise confounds the reason of men, and espe- 
cially of young persons ; for when they find such 
a dissonance betwixt names and things, they aw 
in imminent danger of imbibing perverted prin- 
ciples, and yielding to abandoned practises. 
Yvlren certain of the Pharisees said to the Saviour, : 
Get tbte out, and depart hence : for Herod wili kill thee } 
the Saviour replied, Go ye, and tell that /W, be- 
bold least out devils, &c. Luke, 13 Chap.— 31,32. 
Here we see that Jesus knowing Herod to be an 
infamous fellow, called him a F«r, though he 
-was a King. Had Herod been as-good in degree, 
as he was bad, there is no question but the Re- 
deemer would have chosen some favourable op- 
portunity to make honorable mention of his name. 
Tli is was the same Herod whom John the Bap- 
tist reproved for living in adultery with his Bro- 
ther Philip's wife : for which honesty, John lost 
bts head ! Ah! luckless Herod, to be reproved 
and despised by the Messiah and his Harbinger, 
for only living in Adultery and being a cruel 
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Tyrant ! But had your lot been cast in these pious 
and enlightened days, you might have lived in all 
manner of debauchery and: profligacy without 
ever once having your royal feelings wounded 
by either a John or a Jefus. You would have 
found plenty of Minister* who would have wit- 
ncssed your crimes, but never have told you of 
thera : who, in spite of your vices, would have 
cringed at your feet and gladly fed upon your 
smiles : who would have styled you Gracious 
Sovereign, and Sacred Majesty ; and would have 
sworn also that you could not if you would, do 
anything wrong. There is nothing in the whole 
tfi compass of science and practist^which Aristocra- 
cy revolts so determinately as at the mention and 
thoughts of equal Laws — equal Kights— and a 
more equal distribution of landed property. It is to 
appose these Gospc! principles that lire and sword 
have ravaged Europe, Asia, Africa, and America, 
during tht* last twenty years. It is true indeed 
that the Aristocracy has held out different pleas 
for their conduct, from what is here stated ; but 
pleas are not always truths ; for there have always 
bpen a discerning few, who have known very 
well where the sore place lay, in spite of all those 
high sounding phrases — Good Order — Subordi- 
nation- — regular Governments — tlie Preservation 
of our happy Constitution, 'which is the glory 
aiul envy of the World — The transmitting of our' 
glorious Constitution down to posterity uniin- 
i paired, &c. &c. Now let us see, and hear what 
was the opinion of the Son of God respecting 
exorbitant wealth, Then faid Jefus unto bis difes. 
pies, P'erilf 1 fay unto you, that a rich man flail hard- 
ly enter into the Kingdom of Heaven. And again. 'I : 
Jay unto you, it is easier for a camel to go through ' 
th eye of a needle, than a rich /nan to enter into t h* : 

Kingdom of God. Matt. 19 Chap.— 23, 24/ flere / 
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is no (lattery of Rich men : on the contrary 
there is more than a broad hint that it is next 
to impossible to be very rich, without being ve- 
ry wicked also ; and by plain inference an (lb- 
solute condemnation of monopolization and ex- 
cessive wealth. Correspondent with this, God 
says by the mouth of his Prophet, Woe unto 
them that join House to Mouse, that la?/ field to 
field, till there' be noplace, that they may he plac* 
ed alone in the midst of the earth, tyc. isa. 5—8. 

Jn one word, there scarcely ever was a public 
teacher in tlie world, who spoke more degrading, 
ly of the Powers that be and Great men in ge- 
neral, than Jesus Christ did; for, speaking of 
men in authority, he said (obis Disciples pro- 
phetically, They shall lay hands on. you, and per* 
sccutc you, delivering you up to the Synagogues , 
and into prisons 9 being brought before Kings and' 
JIl lekz for my names sale. JLuke. 21— -22. , 
Notwithstanding all these things, Jesus Christ 
whs a lorer of men : vert of aii men : but he 
knew very well that extreme wealth begot ex- 
treme pride, and that these, like two parents, be- 
^ot oppression, ignorance depravity, nnd misery, 
jowevc* that the reader may not imagine me. to 
be the only person in the world harbouring these, \ 
sentiments respecting Christ and* his Apostles, I 
will give vou a quotation from Dr. KnoXj 
Christian Philosophy, Vol. 2. p. 559, &c. i* . 
<-*eiiain, says Dr. aiiox 1 ' that the Grospelis tli* 
book of all t!i;U were ever written, that favours 
most the Jlights of Man, and the cajise of Equal 
JAbcrty \ Jesus Christ abolished. slavery in Eu- 
rope. Jesus Christ has humbled 4l»e Rich , and 
% Mighty. Jesus Christ l^isgiven a cofcscqueace 
io the Poor x which ; they o§ver possessed amid 
the boasted freedom of . Greece ind Rome* 
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distinctions which arose from the spirit of tyran- 
ny, than -was ever done before or after him ; anil 
Jesus Christ suffered death for this benefaction 
to all mankind, as a seditious innovator, and 
an enemy to Caesar. Jesus Christ is therefore 
entitled to the gratitude and veneration of every 
friend to truth, Justice and humanity, even if 
he were no more than a man, and his religion 
untrue. What have Sydney, Hampden, and 
Locke, done or said, with such effect } in the 
eause of liberty, and in favour of the mass of 
mankind, as Jesus Christ? Let then all the 
friends of Kbei ty and man, be lovers of Jesus 
Christ : and let not their zeal for reforming the 
corruptions of Christianity, caused by States- 
meu, wishing to render it subservient to ]>oliti- 
tsal views, lead them to renounce the comforta- 
ble, liberal, equalizing doctrines of the genuine 
Gospel. 

The Gospel recotnmends Psace, and infalli- 
bly produces by the Spirit's benign influence, 
*uch dispositions of mind as must of necessity, 
if they were to prevail among the Rulers of the 
world, put an end to all offensive war. It has ' 
uot yet done so, for it has not yet sufficiently 
prevailed among the Rulers of the World." 
. The same aulhor has also, upon the same oc- 
casion, the followia* note : "The New Testa- 
ment^ j&bounds with Passages, expressive of in- 
dignation against those among Rich men,, y*hj> 
abuse wealth and power, for the purposes f>f 
oppression, cruelty, and despotism. ' 

Another short quotation from a celebrated 
Author may not be unacceptable. Bishop New- 
ton in his Diisertaliom, and at the conclusion of 
that on Babyforiy HCLySj 6i In the General, the 
acriptures, though often perverted to the puf-\ 
p<*er K of t/ranny, are yet m their own nature 
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calculated to promote the civil as well as the rr// : 
gious liberties of mankind. True religion and 
virtue, and liberty, are more nearly related, and 
more intimately connected with each other, than 
people commonly confider. It is very true as St. 
Paul faith, 2. Cor. 3, 17. that where the spirit 
of the Lord w, there is liberty : or as our Saviour 
himself nprcsseih *Y, John 31, 32, If ye con- 
tinue in my ay?///, then are ye my Disciples in* 
deed; and ye shall know the truth , and the truth 
shall make you free" 

The Powers that be are of God, 

To take thefe words in their literal form and 
apply them indiscriminately to every exifting Go- 
vernment, and at every period of time, will in- 
volve the votaries of the Powers that be in great 
abfurdity and infurmountable difficulties : For 
inftance, 

What ntuft the Minifters of the Gofpel fay 
who lived in the reign of Charles the First, the 
author of a feven or eight years rebellion in Eng- 
land, and the inftigator of a bloody maflacre ia 
Ireland, in which maffacre, Sir John Temple, 
fays, were flain, three hundred thoufand Protes- 
tants ? O certainly, The powers that be are of 
God! Well but fomebody took this Divinely 
appointed power and cut his head off, and fet up 
Oliver Cromwell, whom fome were pleafed to call 
an Ufurper. What muft the Minifters of the 
Gofpel fay then ? The Powers that be are of God ! 

After Cromwell's deceafe, his fon Richard be- 
came Protector in his ftead. This Richard was a 
peaceable and pious man. What would Divines 
fay now ? The powers that be are of God* Now 
it fhould feem, they had truth on their fide , but 
the Military and other intriguers foon jollied RkH~. 
ard out, and fet up in his (lead, 
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Charles the Second, who, if Hiftorians may he 
credited, was one of the worft men' in exiftenee;. 
he, forgetting his fi tends ; murdering thofe whom* 
lie had pardoned ; and being an exemplar of cvfcry 
fpecies of licentiousness. What did the weak- 
and the selfish fay now r The powers that be are 
pf God. 

James the Second fuccecded hi? brother Char- 
les. James made but little fecret of hi&defigns to * 
introduce both Popery and Tyranny: cruelty- 
foon began to mark his fteps, and a Dcfpct he 
would be. Well what faid the Orthodox Scrip- 
turians then } The pewsrs that be are of God. 
But this Man of God was fpeedily driven from his 
power, his throne, and his kingdom : and to him 
fucceeded 

William Prince of Orange, called King Wil- 
liam the fhird, of glorious memory ! It is said of 
thi$ man that he underflood nothing but war and 
politics. However, the bell thing about him was* ' 
that he tolerated religion. He proved however, no 
great blefling to England ; for it is said that he 
was the fuft Britifh Sovereign that introduced the - 
mifchievous practice of bribing members of Par- 
liament y the firft who began the ruinous fyften* 
of '.borrowing and funding : and that he loved a 
Sijcinding Army ! He had naturally a bad Con- 
fttiution of body, and he had practically made it 
imich worfe. . The famous Dr. Radcliffe coming 
as< Phyfician to examine William's two roue a 
tegf| and being a«ked by the latter what he thoug\t 
©f them, replied, H Why, pleafe your Majefty r I 
would not have your t:co legs for your three king* * 
doms." For this blunt texpreflkm, it is faid that 
the Moft gracidus lVty<mi never forgave Rad- 
cfrffe. Well, but what did the Mimftcrjf of the 
Gofpel and many others of that day, fay of this 
Funding, Bribing, St finding Army King f The 
powers that be <y# of God ! 

" f^zed by^oogle 
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I might indeed, have brought forward firft upem 
my lift the famous Queen Mary. This moft 
Gracious IVoman, who is emphatically and juitly 
called the Bloody Qitren Mar?/, hurled her beft 
fubje&s into fire, deftruction, or rujn ; and was 
a terror to all except evil doers : and vet no doubt 
there werethofe even in her day, who cried out 
The powers that be are of God. 

And what have you to fay, ye Advocates for 
t>' the porters that be, rtfpecting the Posters that be 
at Algiers and Moroeeo, where Captives are made 
(laves, and where slaves have been Empaled for 
asserting their liberty by running away ? And what 
will you fay of the libera/ and humane government 
of Comlantirtepie, which aPows a Christian to 
wear his head from year to year, only on condition 
that he punctually pays a tax impefed upon it. 
Willvou ft '.11 fay, that the powers that be are of 
con ) And if thefe laft mentioned Powers be of 
God, pray what is there left for the Devil to do? 

Now what will the pertinacious advocate for 
the Po;cers that be, fay to all thefe examples and 
arguments: will he fay that I have been endea- % ♦ 
vouring to falfify the Bible i fliould he do fo, he 
will very much mifreprefent my meaning, which* 
is to fhew myftlf an advocate for that facred Bock*- 
in oppofitiOn to thofe who pervert and abufe its- 
meaning. For of all the Books that ever were 
written, confidering it merely as a human produc- 
tion, none ever flew fo full in the face of oppres- 
fion, and pleaded for juftice, mercy, and truth ? f# > 
boldly aiid repeatedly, as the Bible. In (hort the : 
Bible is the Book of all the Books in the World*- 
Confidering its inspiration and its doctrines, worthy 
•f being entitled — RtGHTs of Man ! 

In reference to governments, had we not better 
eftimate their moral merit* as we are inftruded by 
the, fcriptures to believe that God appreciate* evert 
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individual man. ft John in liis epittle?, fays, on 
the one hand, He that dorth righteousness, is 
righteous: on the other hand, he fays, He that 
commit (elh sin is of the dixit. Now, for try owa 
part, 1 fee no rcafon why the rule of judgment, 
which Is here applied to individuals, ai d the deci- 
fion thereon, fliould not be applied to great men 
and governments. I am certain that God ever 
has, and dare affirm that he .ever will, apply the 
fa/me moral rule of judgment to nations which he 
doe? to men in their fingle capacity If this be 
true, how then can we in good confidence, take 
a Scripture phrafe, and apply it to all forts of go* 
rernments indifcriminately, and without any re- 
gard to their moral meri», fay— The powers that 
Oe are ordained of con. Had we not better fay 
with Mr. Jtobinson of Cambridge^ in one of his 
Village Sermons on the very words in queftion, 
4$ good government is of con ! This, fays Mr. R. if 
1. remember rightly, is really what the Apoftle 
Paul intended hi* reader to nnderftand : and by 
plain inference,— all bad governments are of the 

Devil! . 

Having given the reader the above ltatement of 
ijw views refpeaing the moral merit of govern- 
mcnts, I think I ought not to conclude the fubjeft 
without giving alfo my opinion refpeding the al- 

advance due to them . > ' 

r According to my ' iews then, there are three Hates 
in which a government tn ay be, and in one of which 
flares I believe all governments actually are ; 

1. A government may be a very good one. 

2. A Government may be a defective one V 
tbat if partly good and partly bad. 

A Government may be a wry bad on* ^ 
and corrupt, anl oppreffive, beyond all remtdvv, 
abd evca the pbflibihty ot amendment. 
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First then, when a Government is a »*y«>*i 
# ne, I believe it to be every one's duty to fuk. 
mit cheei fully to it, to fupport it, and to pray t. 
Almighty God for its well being and continuance. 

Secondly, when a Government is a detect. ve one, 
I believe it to be ever, one's duty to contribute a.l 
in their power to remedy the defects by peaceable 
means, and if p-iflible, restore the body poluic «• 
health and foundness, without dilturbance, revoluj 

tion, and mi>chief. , 

Thirdly ; A Government may be a very Unci one, 

.nd corrupt and oppreflive beyond .11 remedy y and 

even the ooiTib.lity of amendment. It may oe 

fciTot f«ch a Government as the Prophet Isaidv . 

faidofthe Government of >d.h, ^>/«d 

a people laden xvith iniquity, a Jeed 

chl/ren that are corrupters : they have foffaien the 

Lord, they have provoked the holy one of Ifraet to anger, 

the, are Le away backward. tWhyJhoutd ye bejinckj 

enVy more ? Ye litt revolt more and more : thewhoU 

headlf,ckandthewbo/eheartf« tM t.From 

Lt even unto the head there is nofoundnefs ,n it ; but 

wounds, bruiJes^dputrifyingforesAs*. 

In thi* cafe it is my feru-us cptmon that every 

one might to ufc their power and influence tt, 

« r u ^ .royprnmcnt : aiuJ that the coa* 
null down fiich a government , +w 

condua is poking ^^"£5^ 
t*w. .!. vine Brine; becauic it is in tne oocy 
Is h U in " e &*«rf body ; the natural tody, eve- 
* i oiav be fo emaciated and corrupt 

iy .one know*, may • *™ h and in , lke 

manner the tody pOnlic may ke fo far gone » ; 
SS^Sm »d option, as to admit of no reme- 

, ^Xfc w^beae the trouble to ^f*». 

cient Hiftory, efpecially the Kible, .may *^ 
. Sat th*e have been govemmcat* which the Almigh- 
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%y determined to pull down, and with whom he 
would make no compromife I think Babylon, 
N /web and Tyre were *mong the number: and 
it is notorious that t!»ere was. a time when the 
Divihe Being had determined to make the King 
of Judah fuccumb to N* bi chacinezzar King of 
Balrylon. But becaufe Ze/.'ektah king of Judah 
refused to obey the commandment oi God by th« 
mouth of his prophet Jeremiah, when he com- 
manded him to (urrcndtr himself and his capital, 
Jtnifalem, to the King of Babylon, he was taken, 
his funs (lain before his eyes: afterwards his eyes 
were pin 'out ; hi* city Jerufalem, laid wafte, and 
burnt; finally, himfelf and almoll all hisfubjefts 
carried away captive to Babylon vide Jcr. Chap. 
34, ver. 2. 3. & Sequel. 

Now from this and other memorable events of 
a fimilar nature, 1 infer, that governments may 
pdffibiy become fo bad that they cannot be mend- 
ed; and that therefore it is both weak and wicked 
to attempt the doing of what ought not, and 
what God has decreed fhall not be done. 

A bad government no other than a fvftem of 
organized oppaflioh; plunder and murder; a fyllem 
the bufinefs of which i<, by bribery, efpoinage, 
prcfecutions, taxation and war, to induce poverty, » 
iejlroy liberty, propagate immorality, and hll 
the eaith with bloodihed and devaftation ! .When 
therefore a government is incurably bad, curfed 
are the hands that hold up, and blelTed arc the hands 
«hat null down! . 
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There is fcarcely any fubfifting evil fo unr- 
verfal in in extent and - fo deplorable in its con* 
fcquences, as the exorbitantly high price of corn* 
which at the* prefent obtains. For this high price 
of corn, there never has been, in my ferious 
opinion, a jutt caufe adigned. Pretexts there 
have been plenty ; fuch as— Rainy days— Wet 
feafons, — Smut, want of water to grind with, Back 
water, — Expeditions fitting out— Supplies for fo- 
reign armies &c. &c. But the real caufe has always 
been kept out of fight. Unpropitiou* accidents 
may fometimes fallout, i: cannot be denied, fuch 
as failure in crops, exceflive wet weaker, &c. 
but the moil ordinary caufe of dear corn hi Great 
Britain, is — Damnable Avarice- 

There has sprung up within this last twenty 
rears, a spirit uf avarice, trluch, for the decree 
of it, is unprecedented in all former agt»s. This 
spirit of avarice has taken a directum toward* 
ff r oo/y Cctlort, siikI olla r raze nu'derin-ls of manu- 
facture : but its most fat.'il bent iias been to- 
wards Coniy that universal requisite of human 
Kuhsistancc. Thi> avaricious propensity has had 
the incidental concurrence of Mar, with all if* 
accidents of Coiwwmv, with ail its flue- 
tu itions; and of Paper Money with all its 
deceptions. And to th°se may be added, Pill s 
£om Bill, winch that Great Man left as a icjya- 
rj <otkop';or! -\hi> liacK-reuts; great Farm*.- 
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instead of small one's ; and the periodical re- 
ports of the Agricultural Society. From this he- 
terogenous mass of baneful materials has been 
compounded such a system of civil plunder by 
extortion, and secret murder by starvation, a* 
bids defiance to the dictates of reason, the claim* 
of justice, the sympathizing*; of humanity, the 
widow's tears, and the orphan's cries! 

Nor does it appear that one in a hundred of 
those men whom custom, not reason, has taught 
us to call the higher orders, care a straw about 
the unutterable sufferings of the poor, for if 
the poor being hunger bitten should become in 
anywise unruly, or only indicate symptoms of 
l>eing so, the .question is scarcely ever asked, 
how shall we remove the cause of the poor 
Man's complaints. — u But the questions com- 
monly are" — Are there plenty of Troops 
within call?" — Have we plenty of Constables 
ready for calling out" — "Had we not better 
make an additional Posse of special Constables, 
&c. &c.i" Now does it never strike the minds 
of these' higher orders* that Balls and Bay&nets 
are but bad substitutes for Bread and Cheese ; 
and that a Constable's Truncheon bears no ana- 
logy to a hungry beHy ? And whilst I am di- 
gressing from "my leading topic, dear Corn, I 
beg leave to state from information, that in 1810 
or 181 1, the wearers and *p inner* of Cheshire 
and Lancashire, delegated one or two men to 
London, with a memorial expressive of their 
great sufferings in consequence of the stoppage 
of Commerce. This memorial was presented to 
Mr. Ryder, who, I think was Secretary of State, 
Mr. ft. sent for answer, to the weavers and 
spinners, by their- delegates, that — " They must 
have patience " If weavers and spinners could 
live, like Came>leoE£, oa air ; or like herring 
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on water, Ibis answer of Mr. Ryder, mi^Jit bat* 
been dispensed with? but as the weavers and 
spinners of Cheshire and Lancashire, hav* backs 
and bellies, and wants and necessities like all other 
men, Mr. It's, answer was more calculated to 
irritate than console. This specimen of Mr. Ry- 
der's Wisdom and Benevolence shews that he has 
gone beyond St. Paul, either in piety or some- 
ihinge else ; for this great Apostle only ventured 
to say, " Having food and raiment let us be there- 
with content" 1 lim. 6c. — Sv. Neither do I 
find a sentence in the whole compass of my Bi- 
ble thjrt goes beyond St. Paul's admonition. If 
Mr. Secretory Ryder has got a Version of th« 
Bible, which teaches poor men i\ilk hungry 
bellies and starving wives and children to be 
content and " pilient" and happy, he had bel- 
ter favour his wretched country with an edition 
of it, seeing it was never more needed. Or if 
Mr. Secretary Ryder with bis thousands a 
year, has found in his Materia Medica a recipe 
which will deliver poor people from the torment 
of an empty stomach,, he is now bound in duty 
and conscience to make it public. 

But if Mr. Secretary Ryder, be still Ooier- 
mined to preach his favourite doctrine of Star- 
vation, and patience, I will venture to predict 
that he never will irake many 'prostlytcs : for 
though a knave or a fool mi 2 hi teach this doc- 
trine, yet neither knaves or. look, nor wise meU^ox. 
*rould believe and embrace it. However, if Mr. 
Ryder liave a Wife and Children let him try 
hil new doctrine of Starvation and Patience nptn \ 
them, and then he will learn to believe what 
Theologians each, or ought to teach, namely, 
that the most diiRcult part of religion, u.tlm 
Practical part ! 

Noj will it bo ill timed here to aotic* ike co*~ 
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duct of Magistrates, both in Town and Country, 
relative to the Poor, Some of these men obtain 
their magistracy, merely by their property, other- 
wi*e they have every disqualification, being both 
illiterate and sensual. 1 have seen one of these 
Magistrates upon the Bench with a face and 
nose so well primed with what the Irish are 

})leased to call Speaking Drops, that is, Punch, 
\>rt Wine, &c. that one might almost have 
lighted a match at his nose. This Magistrate 
hectored and blustered in fine style, over a group 
of poor, meagre, ragged people?, who were mak- 
ing their appeals for parochial relief-' This 
Magistrate, I doubt not judging by his face 
would frequently expend more money at one 
sitting, even beyond his necessities, than his 
week ly allowance, to many of the appellant poor ! 

Bur, on the other hand, there are among the Ma- 
giftratc* many fober, thoughtful and well informed 
men. Now when t.hcfe Magistrates arc on the 
Bench, and a group of poor ragged, hunger bitten 
appellants before them, does it never occur to 
their minds, that there is foinething radically 
'wrong fome where? that national conftitimons 
and usages arc not what they fliou'.d be r Tliat 
the great extremes of .wealth and poverty are the 
tiff .springs of laws made in ignorance and maintain- 
ed by avarice r that the Poor are fome way or 
fj^j. other wronged, and^here is abetter way of redrefling 
their wrongs than by the granting the degrading 
aud paltry pittance oi a few {hillings a week ? 

Whilit i am fpeaking of Magiftrates I (hall 
take the liberty to notice another point of practice 
in which they .re materially implicated, and which 
is, \te /wearing in rf Ritruits. Thoufands and terjs 
of thoufands of poor Men, but efpecially of Poqr 
Men's Sou's are taken in the days uf their ignorance 
and inexperience, z*i jwon imaihe army, Thefe 
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poor unfortunate creatures are for the rnuft part- 
roughly ufed for a ftiort time, until they have learn- 
ed what is called their di/cipline 9 after which they 
are fent abroad to almoft certain dcftru£Hon ; and 
in a caufe too, which will not for a moment bear 
the invettigation of unbiaffed reafon. I need not at* 
tempt to iupport this ftatement by adducing fa£b # 
fince what is palling at the prefent day is before 
every one's eyes. Now, ye Magiftrates, thefe poor 
creatures who are deftroyed by difeafe, fatigue or 
flaughtcr in fuch multitude?, have all palled through 
your hands ! Are you quite clear of their blood? Or 
if you ftand acquitted by the political conititutions 
of men, do your own confcicnces acquit you? D# 
you never feel any qualms of confcienca or pertur* 
bationof fpirit, when you -are in the very aft of do- 
ing that by a poor man's child which you woiikl not 
do by your own child for a thoufand worlds ? Or 
fuppofing you can make fbift to bribe your con* 
fcienccs for the prefent, by pleading fuperior au- 7 
thurify, precedent and general ufage, are you fure, 
that the divine being w ill be appeafed by fuch pleas 
and apologies ? Have you no miftruft on this pQint ? 
Can you fee no reafon for miftruft ? Dont you 
know that men will not be judged at the laft day 
by the laws of any political conflitution made by 
men, but by the moral conflitution made by God 
for all men, for all ages, and all generations. 
Here methink*, the words of Job may be put very 
appropriately into your mouth*— fVhat then Jball I 
do when God rise/ 6 up ? and when he visit ft h 9 what 
Jball I tnfwer him ? Job. 31 — 14. 

In (he year 1793, the Cotton Trade, was great- 
ly stagnated, in consequence of which there was 
great embarrassment and distress in Lancashire. 
It was thought by some that the Great Statesman 
now no mm e^ PITT, caused this stagnation of 
Commerce, in order to throw peor xuca out of 
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employment and into the army ! Be this as it 
may, I was told that within six months in that 
year, no less than twenty-two thousand men en- 
listed into the army in Lancashire, only. And 
moreover I saw numbers of these poor men set 
out for the Continent, and was afterwards told 
that many of them were stretched out lifeless, on 
the bloody plains of French Flanders, within 
six weeks from the time of their enlistment ! Th is 
tragical story is still further aggravated by the 
conduct of some of the Manchester Magistrates, 
•ne in particular, who boasted and gloried in the 
spirit of what he and his compeers called loy- 
alty, because they had been the agents in swear- 
ing such multitudes of men into the army ! 
But there is a day coming when, perhaps these 
Manchester Magistrates may hear again of this 
matter : I mean the day of judgment ! 

Governments have usurped a power which they 
are pleased to call a right. They have usurped 
a power to enlist, to ballot, and to impress men, 
for the purposes of devastation and carnage. 
Therefore those almost divine creatures called 
men, who were and are made but a little lower 
than the very angels of heaven, and are destined 
to, and capable of obtaining a name and a 
place amongst the shining ranks of cherubim and 
seraphim ; who were destined both by creation 
and redemption to attain the image of God on 
earth, and to see heaven's King in his beauty in 
heaven for ever and ever, can never be designed 
fcy the benevolent Creator to be marshalled in 
bands and groups, and then called troops : an4 
then again called disposable forces; and the* 
packed otF in multitudes into foreign countries 
to murder and be murdered. But I console ray- 
self by hoping that the time will come, when the 
principles of the Gospel, and the peaceable spi- 
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ritof Jesus Christ, shall have so far influenced 
the hearts of men, that they will prefer a rope 
to a sword, and choose rather to go to a gallows 
than to a Regiment! Never, never will Chris- 
tianity gflin the ascendency over the cursed po- 
litics of this world, until that is the case ! There- 
fore haste happy day, when men shall choose 
to be murdered, rather than become professio- 
nal murderers ! 

Nor ought I to omit the mention of another 
blemish in the Magisterial character. I find by 
the hearing of the ear, and by actual observa- 
tion, that Magistrates are in general opposed to 
Parliamentary Reform* There are some excep- 
tions, but not many. This conduct in Magis- 
trates respecting Parliamentary Reform, na» 
caused some to suspect that they are a chosen 
generation, and that they are closely allied to a 
Royal Priesthood: indeed many of them are 
Priests: and it is further observed that these 
two orders of men are capable, if so disposed, 
of being great impediments to the liberties of 
mankind. However, there are a few among them, 
o their praise be it spoken, both Priests and 
Magistrates, who have boldly advocated the 
cause of Parliamentary Reform. These men aie 
estimable in proportion to their scarcity. 

Nothing can, whilft the prefent, fyftem of things 
continues, tuin up any good for the poor. The 
great improvements that have been made in agricul- 
ture within the laft forty years, and the tens of 
thoufands of acres of land inclofed within the laft 
twenty years, have made a prodigious augmentation 
in the quantity of corn grown in this nation : and 
in the mean time, the exports of multitudes of 
men, who are the confumers of corn, might have 
c xciied a reafonable cxpe&ation that the price of 
it would have been at lead at -a medium. But it 
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is not fo. On th« contrary, ( anil ftrange to tell ) 
torn has advanced in price in proportion as it has 
augmented in quantity ! 

I have been told by z Farmer, who was refpeft- 
able both for age and probity, that the fame com- 
f afs of land produces at the prefent dav full three 
times as much grain as it did in the days of his 
youth. This he attributed to thefuperior methods 
of modern agriculture. I am willing to believe 
that there was fome exaggeration in this ftatement 
though I am certain it was aflerted in fincerity % 
On the other hand the great enclofures that have 
lately been made, are fo obvious to every one's 
eyes, that there is neither neceflity for proof . nor 
pretext for contradiction. 

Perhaps the Farmer and the Corn Fa&or would 
gut in a word here, and fay, "But our land Ren* 
t^ls have been doubled in many inftances with- 
in the laft twenty yearr, and therefore we muft 
advance the price of our corn, in this allegation 
there is but too much truth. But then. Sirs, to every 
adilUisaal penny impofed upon yon by your Rack- 
Rent Landlords, (and there are many of thefe,} 
don't )Ou put on another pennyworth of oppreflion, 
and fo make it twopence ? It is thus that Farmers 
and Cornfa&ors, can if they choofe, not only .in- 
demnify themfelves, but even make an advantage 
<>f the extortions ol their fuperiors ; and that they 
<lo fo, is but too clearly feen, and too painfully 
felt! 

Hut, let us now stippo* that a few Mecha- 
nics, who arc mostly by reason of oppression 
Ix come beggars, should combine in order to ob- 
tain an augmentation of their wages, for fh<* 
purpose of meeting the extra ex pcuces of pro- 
\isions. Would this conduct be tolerated? O 
no: this would be contrary to Law and Civit 
%)rdtr: for though one of the Priviledged Order 
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has a right .to let out his land at a guinea a 
square yard if he chooses, which he can do 
without violating either Law or Civil Order : 
Yet the mechanic who is only a poor low bred 
* fellow, a Beggar ! Sho.uld he combine with his fel- 
lows to augment his wages, must be arrested, 
imprisoned, or bailed till the next sessions : and 
then he and his poor hungry coadjutors are tri- 
ed, when some are imprisoned, and others bound 
to their good behaviour, &c. So much for Equal 
Laws, and Equal Rights ! 

Agricultural Society. —The price of Corn, as 
I believe, is in, no small degree affected by the 
Reports of this Society. Were all men honesty 
the institution of this Society would have been 
a greater benefit to mankind than perhaps any 
other institution in the world. But as things * 
mrej I am afraid the Agricultural Society has' 
done touch harm, since ;its foundation, Corn hat 
seldom been at a reasonable rate, much less 
cheap ; and as to Land Rentals, they have ge- 
nerally been doubled, and in some instances 
trebled. The Reports of this Society arc pe- 
riodical : and I think the prices of grain, ars 
stated weekly. Now there are men whose at- 
tention is broad awake, and whose avaricious 
feelings are trembling alive to every opportunity 
of getting money : and such men, morality being 
scarcely a secondary consideration with them, 
have no scruple about the means, if they can 
but accomplish their end, which is — to get mo- 
ney. 

"There are Farmers in the nation, who hold 
several hundreds of Acres of arable land. To 
such men, an advance of only two shillings per 
load on their Corn, would be a very material ob- - 
ject : and it would not be much trouble for there 
men to fi ad a corner of a field of earn, bliglded, 



Digitized by Google 



3*^ 

■ 

sprouted^ mx smutted; or they might hear of such 
a circumstance ; or at least they might say (hey 
had heard of such a circumstance amonjj their 
neighbours. They might then send their ozen 
account of it to the Agricultural Society. 
The Society of course, publish (he account ; for 
they arc like news-printers, they want news. 
Then all the corn-factors and Farmers in the 
Kingdom are alarmed ; or at least they pre- 
tend to be alarmed. The next news we hear is, 
the markets arc affected, and the faces of the 
poor receive an additional grinding ! 

Let not the reader suppose that this is mere 
fabrication ; for I have been credibly inform* d 
that such things have been ! But can poor hun- 
gry Beggars retaliate upon mankind, by playing* 
i>ff these knavish pranks upon any other class of 
Society ? O no : whatever shuffling and cutting, 
Hnd quirking, and quibbling, and lying and 
cheating, there may be amongst others, the pre- 
sent system of things will not permit them to look 
for any indemnification ! Any steps which they 
can take will perhaps be called illegal combina- 
tion, ox rioting ; and then some may be shot by 
the military ; others tried by Judge and Jury, 
and some hanged and others transported ! 
. And here also I will take {he liberty of step- 
ping out of my way, to notice the influence of 
fteyzs Paper Paragraphs. 1 have observed se- 
veral instances wherein the prices of provisions 
have been suddenly augmented by these para-, 
graphs, • In the spring of this present year 18 12, 
^ time of the year when bad crops can never result, 
from bad weather, I was acquainted with a notable 
instance to this purpose. A farmer having a large 
quantity of Potatoes in horde, would have jsold- 
any quantity of them to the retailers at the rate of t ' 
fcw pence per peck : but it pleased the llij^k 
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Mightiness of seme London News Printer, I* 
nscrt a Paragraph setting forth the alarming 
scarcity of Provisions in general, and Potatoes 
in particular ; a circumstance of which many Far- 
mers would otherwise have been ignorant ! This, 
alarming intelligence was copied i xio all the, 
Papers in the kingdom in the course of a weck r 
or thereabouts, the consequence was, a, u«$tfer- 
sal joy among all those who had any provisions 
to sell ; and amongst the rest the Farmer who 
had offered his potatoes at the rate of free pence 
the peck, now absolutely refused twenty pence 
per peck, even in the wholesale way ! .rotatoos 
were now retailed in this part of the nation at 
two shillings, and two shillings and fourpence 
per peck ; and it l>eca|iie a favour to obtain them 
even at Izso and fourpence! Now, if these News 
Printers who by their paragraphs can absolutely 
augment the price of provisions aU over the king- 
dom in less than a fortnight, could with as much 
facility augment the wages of labourers and me* 
chanicS) one might make shift to have some pa-j 
tiencc with their folly. But when it is consider- 
ed that these men who can do the poor such es- 
sential mischief in regard to provisions, could 
not with all their arguments and paragraphs toge- 
ther, in the compass of seven i/ears^ cause a uni-r 
versal rise in the wages of labourers and mecha- 
nics, oae knows not by what words nor in wha% 
• language sutlicicntjy to reprobate their mLscliicYi 
ous conduct ! 

Hack rent Jswdloi'ds, are also charged with- 
causing^ the high price of provisions : and thhi 
charge is not 'without foundation. It is -indeed 
afflicting to the ingenuous mind, only to witness 
the unreasonable and unfeeling manner in which 
fjirras lmvc been disposed of, and rentals raised. 
The Estatcfttuan, or' Lwidi^, cvids/uiy,^** 



Digitized by 



56. * 



and avowedly, takes this for his maxim — I hme 

m right to do what I please with my own! From 
thisindigested proposition, Ihc proud, unfeeling 
Landlord infers, that he has a right to let out his 
Land for fifty pounds an acre if lie chooses ; not 
aware that as Laws are now constituted, that 
w Inch is right in Law, is freqncntly wrong in 
reason. 

Besides, we need only carry this maxim, to 
its extent, in order to shew its impropriety. 
Let us then suppose that all the Land owners 
should utterly refuse either to let or sell any part 
of their land, or its produce : what would be 
the consequence? Certainly, either 'starvation 
or insurrection ! What then becomes of the 
maxim ? 

But, further, let us see what the proud Aris- 
tocrat would say, supposing another class of men 
were to adopt this plausible ma*im. And, let 
us suppose that this other class of men should 
be the Poor; and that they should take it into 
their heads to say, "Our physical strength is 
our own ; and therefore according to the received 
maxims of great men^ we have a right to do xLhat 
&e will with our own. If therefore wc should 
chuse to unite our strength and then take what 
wc please, and where we please, this would only 
be acting up to the great man')s given maxim — 
Every one has a right to do whet he will with his 
0wn. Here then it is hoped that the high mind- 
ed Estateman will see how much better it is to 
follow the dictates of reason than the maxims of 
power: and that the definition of Liberty, is 
not, to do what we please — but — to do whatever 
wilt not hurt another. 

The Poor man has yet another plea against 
the great man's maxim, and which would migh- 
tily puzzle the great man, if lie were not too 
much habituated to oppose authority to reason, 
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and felf will to common fenfc. Suppofing the* 
it be true, that, every man has a right to do whcd 
he will with his oxen, has not the poor man, with 
his poer carcafs, a right to walk the ftreets without 
being Kidnapped by order of the rich man, and 
fent by main force to be a partaker in mifchief 
and murder ? Is it fair, is it juft, that becaufc the 
rich man has got great poflclfions, therefore he 
fhould be a privi/edged order, and that his very car- 
cafs fhould be too facred for a BalUt and a Press- 
gang, whilft the Poor Man who has got nothing but 
his carcafs, is not allowed, for ihafreafon, to make 
the beft he can even of that ; but mult be fubje&ed 
to be Ballotted for the army, or impreflTed for the 
nlvy? And if thefe things be fo, where is the 
boafted liberty of the Engliihman ? and what arc 
we to underftand by fuch phrafes as the following ' 
Glorious Conftitution — The En jliihman's houfejg* 
his Caftle — Free Government— Equal Lawsjjjv 
tqual rights, &c. &c. 

But to return to the fubjedl of Dear Cork : 
whilft Rack-rent Landlords continue to exerclfe 
their unbounded power, over their land, as they 
hitherto have done, it will be vain to feaft ourfelves 
with the expe&atiqn of any permanent moderation 
in the price of grain, fi nee avarice appears to have 
taken as deep root in the minds ot thofc who are 
fly led Noble , as in the Merchant and the Mer- 
cenary. 

I know an inftance of a Landlord advancing 
his land rentals to fuch a degree, that in the know- 
ledge and experience, of one Tenant, an old 
man, the rental is even more than quadrupled ! 
And other tenants in general have been tripled. 
This Rack-rent Landlord is an immoral man: lead- 
ing a dilfijlute life; and report fays that he has 
bew knewn to gamble away Ten thoufand pounds 
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at a fingle wager ! Is it much wonder that cor« 
- M fo dear ? 

' In the year IP 10, a Great Man, whofe Edate 
lies not far from Nottingham, commanded all his 
Tenants upon Lcafe, to bring in their Leafes, be- 
fore they were out, and take them out again at an 
advan rent, on pain of being for ever d if miffed 
at the end of the leafe. in cafe of non-compliance. 
I underhand, mod of the Tenants complied with 
this villainous mandate, rather that* be difiuherited 
at the end of the Leafe. Now reader, laying afide 
prejudice and patriality, what would be the epi- 
thets and character, applied to a Poor Man ailing 
in the fame way? Would he not have to fuftaiti 
the appellations of wretch, rafcal, fcoundrel, and 
villain ; and would he not merit fuch names ? 
And is it net furprizing that Great Men who 
fhould have the moll honour, an not on!v a£tw ith- 
out honour, but with ihe bafed knavery, and yet be 
men of honour dill, yea even Right Honourable 
Gentlemen ?— And is not this another way to 
make dear com ? 

In the fame yejir, 1810, another Great Man 9 
far from Hillsborough in Ireland, finding or 
perhaps hearing from London, that his Tenants* 
Leafes were out, decreed that every Tenant who 
lhould choofe to continue on his Farm , mud pay 
a fine of ten guineas per acre, and alfo an advanced 
rent ! Itisicarcely podible to defcribe the. chill- 
ing amazement, the perplexity and didrefs, occaft- 
©hed by this worfe than cruel mandate ! To quit 
the Farm Was to go. to uncertainty, poverty, or ru- 
in ! To day was to be reduced to bondjge by 
borrowing even where borrowing was practicable ! 
1 think 1 heard it faid that the above Irifh Great 
Man had only about Ninety Thousand a Year to 
live upon, before he raifed and fined his Tenants ! 
But ftippefing he had only forty thoufand per annum. 
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might he not have made fome shift for food and 
raiment without ruining fome and diftreffing ma- 
ny ? — But Great men have a right to do what they 
will with their own? Yet JJttfemen, alia^ poor 
beggars, cannot do what they pleafe even with their 
poor lean, half ftarved carcafles, fo long as there 
are Bauutting days and Press-gangs ? However, 
this fining of Tenants and railing of rents, ftill 
tends to the common centre of all fuch oppre(Iions 9 
namely, to make Corn dear ! 

Paper Money y is another caufe of dear corn, 
and other proviftons. This kind of Money lining 
only old rags for its capita!, and the loan of it to 
fpeculators being made very advantageous to the 
fabricators, the gain of a few and the opprcflion of 
the many have thereby gone hand in hand. 

Among the many fubje&s of fpeculation to 
which Paper Money is applied, corn is not the 
leaft. The Banker ha> plenty of Paper Money, 
and he withes to profit by it. The Corn Fa&ur 
has mighty "proje&s in his head about making a 
great fortune in a little time, and he wants the 
means to accomplifh his purpofe: ThH'e t\v* 
mighty Fortune Hunters become acquainted with 
each other, and the one lends money which he has 
made out of old fhirts and old night-caps, and the 
other promifes good intereft for it ; he pbtains it ; 
and then with paper in hand, proceeds to buy up % 
the fubfiftence of his fellow creatures, and to make 
others mourn and pine, in order that he may thrive 
and (hine. All the Corn getting thus into few 
hands it? price is arbitrarily fixed by the fellers 
and being alio an efiential of life, it cannot be fora- 
gone by the buyers. And moreover, however plen- 
tiful an article may be, when it is fold by few and 
Wanted by many, it will mod certainly be dear ; 
and this is the reafon I feriously believe, why wc 
have had fo much dear corn of late years. There 



Has hecn a plenty of com but a paucity of the fel- 
lers of it : and whenever Great Britain can and 
will fo conftitute property laws, that Land (hall 
be in many hands, then the numb.er of corn fellers 
will be much encreafed, and confequently the num- 
ber of corn buyers much diminifhed ; and thca 
corn will never be dear but when it is really very 
fcarce. 

This ftatement of the cafe, I apprehend, gives a 
better anfwer to the queftion **Why are provifions 
To dear?" than many of thofe Pamphlets which 
have been written on the fubjedl , for thofe Pam- 
phleteers have but too frequently diluted and dila- 
ted their fubjefl, until it has become fungous and 
vapid ; in Job's language, they have darkened covn- 
ntl by a multitude of words. But, that the drift 
and force of my argument may ftrike the reader 
more powerfully, 1 will make the fuppofition that 
alHhe wala* in England Ihould get into the hands 
and power of fifty perfons. Now every one knows 
that the nation contains len thoufand times more 
water than can ever be ufed. Neverthelefs fay 
thoughtful and obfervant reader, would not water 
on this fuppofition (till be mad.- to fetch a pood 
price r And would not a week or two of drough- 
ty weather put a pretext into the mouths of the 
uater owners, and fet them on to raife the price 
ef water to an alarming degree r Especially if the 
water selles knew that there were plenty of fohliers , 
and Conftablcs to quell the rifing clamours of the 
water buyers? It this argument be folid, and [ 
think it is, it (hews what I wifli the reader to fee, 
namely, that corn may be dear when it is not 
scaree, and that to prevent fuch public affli&ioiis> ; 
Piper Money mull be fupprcfled, and landed pro- ; 
perty more equally divided ; for by the fupprelfioa . 
of Paper Money, Monopolization will be lef$ < 
pra&icable; a«d' bv the more equal dirtribu 'ion ' 
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of landed property, the Refcrvation of grain, as 
praaifed by great Farmers, will be impoflible ! , 
To all the above caufes of dear corp, may be 
added by way of fupplement, the fweeping pur- 
chafes of Contra&ors for foreign armies , fleets and 
expeditions. Thefe Government agents being fur- 
nifhed with money out of the national purfe, go 
forth into the markets Jehu like: ^nd if it be 
corn they want, they only look at a fetofcrffamples, 
or perhaps but one fample ; or what is often the 
cafe, employ an under agent or deputy to tranfadt 
the bufinefs for them. If beef be wanted for the 
Vi&ualing Office, then they go to the market or 
the (air ; look among the Bullocks a few minutes; 
and, touching them with the end of their flick, 
or perhaps more commonly, pointing at them 
with their (tick, count them off, and fo the bargain 
is made and the bufinefs is done ! Now there arc 
many half witted News Printers who are always 
agog for fo me thing to fill up theij* pages. Thefe 
men make up a Paragraph^ in which they inform 
the public how much corn, or how many birilocks 
were purchafed by the government contra&ots ; 
thi^ paragraph affords a pretext to corn fa£to(s, 
and Farmers to found the alarm of fcarcity, and 
then to grind again the faces of the Poor !' 
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WAR in SPAIN and PORTUGAL: 




TV War in the Pcninfula, as it is called, is of 
dreadful confcquence to this country, for feveral 
reafons. The firit and leaft is, the Enormous ex- 
penditure of money ;and even at a time when the 
nation is infolvent ! Secondly, On account of the 
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prodigious number of lives sacrificed in that 
diabolical cnterprize : perhaps it will not be too 
much (o rate the number of British Soldiers who. 
perish by this means, at fifti/ thousand men ! To 
say nothing of the lives of Frenchmen, Spaniards, 
Portuguese and others. But the worst of all is, 
and that which I fear is least cared for, namely, 
the great moral responsibility brought upon this 
nation, under the governance of an Almighty 
and infinitely just God ! 

The people in general of this nation, have but 
very inadequate notions of the war in question ; 
because for the most part they view it through 
, the perverted medium of hireling, or half hearted 
newspapers. A few words therefore in explanat- 
ion may be of use to ordinary readers. 

. Before the French ever set foot in Spain, that 
country was oppressed beyond description, by a 
compound system of despotism in the King; 
pride and power in the Nobility; and craft land 
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poor. 

The King could do as be pleased; and as un- 
bounded power commonly makes good men bad, 
and always makes bad men worse, the people of 
Spain had the mortification like many other na- 
tions, to spend whole ages without being blessed 
with a single good -King ! They on the contra- 
ry as the tashion generally is, went from. bad to 
worse. A worthy divine of the church of Eng- 
land, who flourished a hundred years ago, or 
upwards, speaking of Kings, expresses a very, 
low opinion both of their merit, and tl^eir Value 
to mankind : and he illustrates his opinion by 
saying, that the Kingdom of Judah bkd, from 
first to last, twenty Kings, and l>ut same three or 
four good ones in the whole : but says he, the 
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Kingdom of Israel had from first to last nineteen 
Kings, and not one good one among them all! 
By the bye, however, if this be true, it is a very 
bad illustration of that constitutional maxim of 
some countries, namely, that Kings can do no 
wrong ! But as the Bible is in every one's hands, 
it is in the power of every one to ascertain the 
truth or falsehood of this Churchman's statement, 
respecting the Kings of Judah and Israel. 

The Nobility of Spain had become proverbial 
for their pride : and such pride as theirs can ne- 
ver be maintained without oppression. The Far- 
mers under them were reduced to the lowest de- 
gree of dependenoe and wretchedness: for, ac« 
cording to the laws of Spain, when a Farmer di- 
ed, he could not leave his cattle, and other per- 
sonal property upon tlte premises, to his chil- 
dren : all belonged to the Landlord ! The na- 
tural consequence of tfcis was, a universal indo- 
lence : and hence it was ajso that a Spaniard 
became proverbial for inactivity and sloth : Th* 
"lazy Spaniard," was in almost every one*s 
mouth ; and could it be a subject of wonder that 
the Spaniards should be indolent, seeing the mo- 
tive for industry was, by this chilling and be- 
numbing system; entirely taken away ? Arc not 
all men inclined to indolence, when the motive 
for industry, namely, acquisition and reward, 
are put beyond their power ? such then was the 
state of Spain under the old Nobility: 

The Priesthood of Spain formed another no- 
torious branch of oppression in that nation. It 
/was said in the public records thattfie Priesthood 
bad accumulated bequests and endowments to 
their churches and Monasteries, even in landed 
property, to the amount of one third of the 
whole surface of the nation! This property, in- 
drpendant of religious influence, gave the Priest- 
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hood .a prodigious power over the people : be- 
cause as the world now goes, property is power. 
In addition to this/ we have to take in the great 
influence those Priests have, who being Romish 
Priests, can forgive sins, and grant or sell indul- 
gences. These three branches, then, the King) 
Nobility, and Priesthood, formed one stock of 
cruel oppression, which bore upon the people of 
Spain with an increasing and intolerable weight, 
and called loudly either for reformation or re r 
solution ! 

It was this view then of the oppressions of Spain 
v that caused some of her discerning and patriotic 
men of wealth (for perhaps no nation was ever 
without a few such men) to request Buonaparte 
4o come arid take down the old complicated fa- 
bric, and thereby give to Spain a fair chance for 
it better syetem of government. Buonaparte being 
otitis invitod, is not quite so much of a tyrant and 
Usurper, as some people either from sinister mo- 
tives or ignorance, would make us believe. The 
French Emperor, therefore, took an imposing 
force, four or five years ago y and went to Madrid 
and took down the old system of corruption and 
Oppression, with little noise and very little mis- 
chiefs 

Having accomplished the project of breaking 
Hp the Gld government, an<! removed the lioyal 
Family to b ranee, Buonaparte retired from Ma- 
drid- te Paris, leaving his army in whole or in 
partf, under DuPont. This General, t raver- 
sittg the coiyitry towards Cadiz, was so impru- 
dent as to divide his small army into two parts, 
at least. Some old system Nobles and some 
Priests being mightily offended with the appre- 
hension of a new order of things, stirred up 
{he people ; and having drawn together a con- 
siderable number of inen, they first attacked tne 
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tif Dupont's little anrnea, commanded as i now 
liiink by General Moncey. Having defeated and 
captured this General, they next set upon Du- 
punt himself, and in consequence of their great 
numerical superiority, they captured both him 
an^l his army also. 

The English Ministry, ever watching for op- 
portunity to nibble at Buonaparte's mighty pow- 
er, now thought or at least pretended to think, 
that there was a fair chance for giving him great 
annoyance. By the bye, it is here worthy of re- 
mark, that the Englisn Ministry have been tlie 
principal instruments in making Buonaparte 
what he is; for, it-is very probable that had 
.England let France and her Revolution alone, 
this great man Uiat now holds all the continent 
under his controul, would have been no more 
than a Lieutenant, or Captain of Artillery. But 
by the just judgment of God, these meddlers in 
mischief, have raised up a gigantic hero, at 
whom they are appalled and terrified. And now 
these Political conjurers, notwithstanding their 
very great skill ill the black art, having by some 
misnomer in the the vocabulary of spirits, called 
up one of the strongest instead of one of the weak- 
est of spirits, are all on the alert to get him, layed 
again : but, unluckily for them, whilst they are 
conjuring away with all their might, in order to 
lay him, he lays them and their deputy conju- 
rors at his feet, by ten and twenty thousand in 
a day ! Had these state conjurors paid a little 
more attention to Solomon's Proverbs, and a great 
deal less regard to Burke's Thoughts on the 
French Rexolution % they would certainly have 
been in a better plight than at the present they 
arcs Solomon says, He that passtth by, and 
mcddlcth with strife belonging not to him, is like 
tne that taketii a dog by the ears! Pro v. #5—17 
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However the Englifh Miniflry. recruited, ballot - 
ted and regimented a great number of poor men's 
fons, and poor women's hufbands. The ballot ted 
iron were frequently lured by a bribe into the re- 
gulars : and then thefe poor creatines whom God 
made and Chrift redeemed, were called, according 
to the political flang of modern times, a disposable 
force, and fent in multitudes toSpain and Portugal. 
There they have been harrafled by fatigue, hunger, 
and third, and frequently want of (hoes, ftockings 
iand linen, until life itfelf became an intolerable 
burden. They > have been defpifed, taunted and 
hated, and called heretics by the people they went 
prbfeffedly to aflift. They have been denied food 
by thofe people, either in the way of gift or fale 
and purchafe ; and thef$ helping EnglHhmen, have 
frequently been under the neceffity of drawing their 
■f words and killing their Spanifh and Portuguefe 
- Friends ± in order to get a morfel of bread from 
therti ! Befides all this, the Battles fkirmifhes and 
fieges that have there taken place, have been at- 
tended with fuch (laughter, carnage and devaluation 
as to chill the blodd even of a carelcfs reader, how 
inuch more then of a humane fpe&ator ! 

The retreat of Sir John Moore, about the begin- 
ning of the year 1809, muftbe frcfli in everyone's 
memory/ In that retreat, money was thrown away 
and much of it picked up by the enemy : great 
quantities of (lores were burned or abandoned : 
arid the whole ended in a bloody battle at Corunna, 
tHe death of Sir John Moore, and a precipitate and 
confufed embarkation. Since that period, the Eng- 
lifli Miniflry have redoubled .then efforts : and the 
fubfequent expenditure of both money and blood, 
have far out gone the wafte and lofs of Sir Jrihn 
Mobrc. With regard to the fuccefTes of Lord 
Wellington, fo called, I look upon them as the 
fyroptoms of the divine vengeance, who, becaufe 
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he is highly provoked with us for the devaftations 
and carnage wc have occafioned, fuffers us at once 
to be both infatuated and impovefiflied, by our 
atchievements : and I am ferioufly of opinion, that 
Mr. Weltefsley will finally be driven out of Spain 
and Portugal. 

But, in the mean time why is it, O, why is it 
that all this (laughter of human beings Ihould go 
on, and continue to go on from year to year, and 
no one put on the bowels of companion for his. 
fellow creatures- — no one ftand up between the 
living and the dead — no one feems willing to rifle 
even a finger or a farthing, for the fajvation of his 
poor fufFering countrymen, who are moftly taken 
in their yuuth, and led away in their fimplieity and 
inexperience to be flaughtered with far more rueful 
circumftances of cruelty, than are ever pra£Ufed 
by butchers in a llaughter houfe ! Ye Minivers 
of the Gofpel, what are you doing? Did, ever the 
great Ihepherd tell you to ftand quietly looking on 
whilft the wolves deftroy the (heep ? Ye Biihops 
who not only ftand by as tame and carelefs fpe&a- 
tors, but in your priviledgcd function as ftatesirjcn, 
authorize and fan6tion fuch proceedings, what 
can you fay for yourfelves ? Are not you io y.ouc 
Paftoral office, peculiarly, and in a high degree 
the Messengers of the Gospel* and the Glory 
of Christ. — are not you ambassadors for God — 
and deputies for the Prince of peace ? The Di- 
vine Being is at this moment in great want of a 
Nathan to go unto the wicked in power, and fay** 
i how art the man ? The Divine Being is in imme- 
diate want of an Elijah ami a Mkaiah y to carry- 
unwelcome news to a modern Ahab : and '.he Divine 
Being wants a John the Baptist > to pharge awicked 
Herod with Criminality, to his facet But wl*om 
J ftall God send ? The Biihops who ought to be .firft 
<wv fueh an jerrand, having implicated. themfelW* in 
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the guilt of abetting war with all its concomitant 
calamities, have thercbv rendered, thcmfelves »hc 
moll ineligible pcrfons in the world ; ior tfsey will 
naturally afF.dt comiftency, without confidering 
perhaps, that a thu g may be right inits parts relati- 
vely, and yet wrong in the whole ; as evciy fentence 
in'a brok may be very coneft, and all its arguments 
confident with each other, and yet the book on the 
whole may be a very bad one. In like manner 
the conduft of the Biftiops may be free from in-"" 
confiftencv in its parts, and, neverthelefs, in ref- 
pc£t to the fubjeft in hand, down right bad upon 
the whole. 

And ye inferior Clergy and Diffenting Minifters, 
what apology can you make for yourfelves ? Are 
not you alfochofen and fet apart from the common 
mafs of mankind to be the fervants,of the living 
God, and to ftand between the living and the dead? 
And can ye ftand heedlefsly by and behold the 
Uaughter of your poor fellow mortals without 
cither moving your tongues or ftirring your pens. 
Perhaps you will fay, there^is a great rifle in fpeak- 
ing the truth now-a-days. So there is, if the truths 
be in condemnation ot the vices of men in pow- 
er; and there always was, and always will be, a 
great rifk under the fame circumftances. The 
world has often changed its face and form, but it 
has never changed its fpirit ! The reigning fin of 
the world in the Apoftle's days, was idolatry, and 
nearly all of thofe meffengers of the Gofpcl, loft 
their lives for preaching againft it. In fubfequent 
ages the great fill of men in power was perfecution, 
under the term Popery ; and myriads loft their lives 
for oppofing Puyerv But in thefe our days, WAR y 
curfed War, comprehends the prevailing vice of 
the great and powerful ; and if Chriftians were 
what they ought to be, they would oppofe it at the 
riik or even at the lofs of their lives j but if mea 



Digitized" by Googl 



69. 

"flo not now lofe their lives for righteoufnafs fake, 
as in ages part, it is not becaufe there is lefs fin in 
the world, but becaufe there is lefs honefty ! The 
world is never without a touch-ftone tor ihe trial 
of men's integrity. In the Apoftles days, the touch- 
flone was Idolatry: "Sacrifice to our Idol" faid 
the Heathen, "or die". At this time the Devil 
had hoiite I his flag on the Temple of Diana at 
Ephesns, but for reafons beft known to the Devil 
himfcif, he (truck his flag there, and rehoifted it on 
the Vatican, at Rome : and then the left was, "Be- 
lieve that the Pope or his miflionaries, can forgive 
fins— conffgn men to hell, and then pray them out 
again — Believe in tranfubftantiation and extreme 
Un&ion, or go to the fire and burn." But the .De- 
vil finding that John lVi<:Uif}\\ Martin Luther, 
and fome others, had hurt his credit in that line of \ 
bufin'efs, ftruck his flag again, and then hoilled it on 
the top of the War OJJite in this and* every other 
warring nation in the world : and now the teft 
in all wars is, "Believe that this is a juft and ne- 
ceflary war, 11 even though you could prove the con- 
trary — fay and fwear that you are fighting for the 
preservation of Liberty, though it be evident 10 
mere common fcnfe, that thofe who fet you on 
to fight, have nothing, in their intentions but to 
deftroy the few remaining odds, ends and fcraps of 
liberty, that exift in the world, and then to have 
no more of it. — "Say pofuively, ami without hefi- 
tation, that the people of that nation are your ene- 
mies, and ought to be robbed hated and murdered 
without mercy ; and that the people of that other 
nation are your good, worthy and trufty Friends 
and Allies: inaveryfliort time after this, you muft 
change about, and then call your Allies your 
Enemies : and your Enemies your Allies !*' . Now 
m (he mtdrt ot all this Luaferian Hocu$ Pocu c , 
you muft beware of giving way to the dictates of 
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reafori, and the whrfpers of conscience, left the ru^ 
lers of this world ftiould^ charge you with being 
wicked and feditious — reftlefs Jacobins — enemies 
to your country and to Casfar ! In fliort you muft 
at the peiii of your reputation, believe that when 
a Government fills the world with Battle, Burning, 
Devaftation, Commotion, Enmity, Poverty, Bank- 
ruptcies, Bribery, Spies and informers. That it 
is for no other purpofe but to eftablifh order y hap- 
piness and regular governments ! But if you refufe 
to believe and affirm thefe things you muft at leaft 
refrain from meddling, and hold your peace, other- 
wife you will become liable to perfecution, profecu- 
tion, pillory, imprifonment; and ruin. Here then 
is the modern ^teft of pious fincerity — He that will 
tamely wink at the wicked and murderous wars of 
corrupt governments may perhaps be quiet ; and if 
he will applaud thern, he may be rewarded for his 
wickednefs : but ftiould he from a knowledge of the 
fpirit of Chriftianity, afenfe of duty towards God, 
arid a humane feeling for his poor murdered fellow 
creatures, cry out againft the Rulers of Sodom and 
the Destroyers of the earth* he may prepare him- 
felf for the furious onfet of an Ex Officio Gentle- 
man, who, as fpiteful tongues are difposed to fay, is 
kept in readinefs to be let flip at any honeft and 
confeientious man, who may dare to fpeak or write 
againft war, ******* which is always hatched in 
hell, and never carried on upon earth bv any but 
the Devil and his agents I Her* then, I fay, is the 
* modern teft ! Who dare be honeft ? Who is on 
the Lord's fide, who ? He that findeth his life 
(fays Chrift) rfiall lefe it : and he that lofeth his life 
for my fake, lhaU find it. Matt. 10.— i>9. 

But, I cannot difmifs the Spanilh War. without 
noticing \he conduit of the Britifti miniftry, towards 
Spain, during this revolutionary conflidt, which has 
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now convulfed Europe for more than twenty years. 
It muft be within the recolleflion of every obfer- 
vantperfon, that England has been in friendship, 
and enmity, at War and in peace and alliance with 
that nation, feveral times, at leaft more than once. 
Some time ago* the Englifh fleets beat the Spanifh 
fleets and blocked up the Spanifh Ports. And on 
one occafion, whilft England was in the very a£l of 
negociation, and in a ftate of Peace with Spain, the 
Englifh government fent four Frigates to take four 
Spanifh Frigates upon the high fcas, becaufe they 
were richly laden, with Specie from South America ; 
one of thefe wc blew up, and the other three we 
ftole and brought home. ! 

If we wefb to fee one man k?ck another man, 
and fpit in his face ; 2nd thefn carefs him, hug and 
kifs him, and call him dearly beloved brother : and 
then again pick his pockets, kick him and brealc 
his head and fpit in his face ; and then again em- 
brace him and call him rood noble friend* and the 
braved and thebeftofmen, and fo forth, we fhonld 
juft fee the relative pi&ure of England and Spain ; 
or at leaft the pi&ure of England in reference to 
Spain! 

When I was a boy I fometimes faw what are 
called Morris Dancer, and frequently I witnefled 
country dances. -In viewing the latter of thefe, 
I obferved the dancers were generally arranged in a 
double row. When the Fidler (truck off, two of 
the dancers at one end of the row, would go caper- 
ing up the outfide and then turn in at the other end 
and caper down the middle, when at the bottom 
again, two more would join them, then they went 
right and left ; after this they crofled hands, each 
layihg hold of his eppofite : now they fcampercd 
round one after another like awheel, by and bye 
they let go and changed fyande, facing the quire 
contrary way* then like a wheel they fcamperpd 
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that way ! Now, this is but a whimfical metaphor 
I grant, but I can find no better by which to repre- 
feht the conduft of feme ftatc fmen indifferent coun- 
tries: for all their practice, inftead of being in a 
ftraight line, the ftraight line of truth, is up and 
down : right and left : cross hands^ face about ; in 
and out ■: crofs hands and back again : and in (hort 
it is all zigzag and hurley hurley, and I am afraid 
that too frequently, the devil is their Fidler! 

NAVAL AND 

MILITARY VICTORIES. 

»»♦'■■ 

♦ • . . .. 

AMONG all the affairs of men there is nothing 
fo deceitful as Military Vi&ories; for, generally, 
except the acquisition of that untangible, 4 metaphU 
fical, invifible Something called Glory, they are 
"equally ruinous with defeats- But this is not the 
worft : victories are not always certain indications 
of a righteous caufe. God once gave a foolifli na- 
tion a King* in his wrath, and on another occafiori 
he gave to the guilty Benjamites two victories evefi 
jwftiKl he was intending their final overthrow ! Judg- 
es Chap. 20 In like manner it frequently happens 
that military fuccefs attends, for : a while at leaft, 
thofe nations with whom the Divine Being is high- 
ly dtfpleafed; and the fuccefs is intended to be 3 judi- 
cial infatuation* to lure fuch nations on to their own 
ruin, as have proved thcmfelves incorrigible "and irre- 
claimable. And though fuch nations may proclaim 
thanksgiving days for their vi&ories, yet even, thefe 
thank (givihgs do not announce their rgif^itttde fo 
much as their folly, and are frequintlyL^ 
proof of theit infatuatfon 'and judicial bUadjiel^ 

Now, my ferious opinion tfta^ many of the 
Naval Victories gained hy Great , J^rUain^' •'haye 
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tended to her downfal. This I am aware will 
rank me amongst heterodox politicians ; but no 
matter for that"; my province is not orthodox po- 
Ufichsj but as far as I know it, the naked truth. 
Had ouf Naval Victories, which we obtained at 
the commencement of the present war, been de- 
feats, I believe we should now have been a com- 
paratively happy nation! for we should long ago 
have made peace and maintained it ; and thereby 
have saved millions of money and thousands of 
lives, besides the preservation of our commerce, 
which there is reason to fear, is now irretrievably 
ruined. In my humble opinion had Lord Howe's 
Victory of June 1st 1794, been a defeat, it would 
have been a glorious day for ail the honest and 
industrious part of the people of England : be- 
cause the pragmatical PITT and his wick$4 
coadjutors, would have been thereby humbled, 
and in all probability induced to find somebody 
in France capable of maintaining the accustomed 
relations of amity and peace ! 

With regard to Nelson's victory of the Nile, 
oa August 1st, 1798, it 2^ ever appeared to me as 
one of the most calamitous events for bolh Europe 
and Asia, and indeed for all the world, that per- 
haps ever happened. For, in the first place^ 
PITT, who had said in the House of Commons, 
that the French "must be made to renounce their 
principles/ 1 and on another occasion, alluding 
to our various disasters " Providence is against us f 
but we must exert ourselves /" beg&n -with the 
rest of his fraternity in various courts, to be wea- 
ry of disasters and disgrace, and to think of patch- 
ing up a peace : and it is even said that a peace 
was at that time o» the eye of being signed. But 



defeated the Trench Fleet at Aboukir. Then 
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aside all thoughts of negotiation for peace ; the 
infatuated people of England illuminated their 
windows, some from folly, some x from interest 
and others from fear : they also threw up rockets, 
fired squibs and crackers, and then huzzaed. The 
afflicting, the tremendous calamities subsequent 
to that event, have been so many, and arc so re- 
cent, that they must be fresh in every one's 
memory ! 

But, Nelson's victory was a great evil in ano- 
ther point of view, — it made the Land of Egypt " 
once more a House of Bondage ! Before Buona- 
parte conquered Egypt, the poor miserable inha- 
bitants of that ill-fated country, were governed by 
fx set of rascally fellows called Bfj/s : these beys 
had under them respectively, a horde of armed 
ruffians called Mamlucs. These Beys and their 
cruel Mamlucs sometimes warred with each other ; 
Jbut they always plundered and robbed and fre- 
quently murdered the poor people. According 
to M. Denorfs account who accompanied Buo- 
naparte's Expedition to Egypt, when the Beys took 
it into their heads to levjrtaxes upon the people, or 
in other words to plunder them, they entered a town 
or Village at the head of their Mamlucs, who are 
a kind of Cavalry, drew up in battle array be- 
fore the houses they meant to plunder, and then 
demanded, (sword in hand,) what they pleased. 
Many of the poor terrified inhabitants, on the 
first appearance of thr$e banditti, if time permit- 
ted, would run away from their dwellings and 
hide themselves until the storm was blown over : 
but on their return from their hiding places would 
frequently find their houses plundered ot burnt 
And these terrific robberies^ were frequently ac- . 
compariied with Murder. . I^ow the consequence 
of this kind of government from age to age, w as, 
i % ** t! zse vrre but few people in Egypt who had 
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any property, property being equivalent to great 
•danger ; therefore nearly all the inhabitants were 
by necessity despicably poor. 

But, what is not a little singular, among all the 
great Sticklers for the Deliverance of Europe, none 
of the Pitts, nor Burkes nor Wyndhams, not 
Colonel Macks nor Count Suarrows, who have 
made a shift to Deliver nearly all the governments 
of Europe from the thraldom of independence , ever 
thought it an object worthy of their immaculate 
and Heaven barn souls to Deliver the poor op- 
pressed and helpless inhabitants of Egypt, from 
the infernal cruelty of these rascally Beys and 
their Maiulncs, who were scarcely good enough 
to be hanged ! 

However, France undertook the laudable task ' 
of chastising the Beys and overthrowing thenar and 
their savage Mamlucs. Egypt it is true, was at [. 
that time nominally under the government of - 
the Turks : but as the Beys ruled almost accord- 
ing 'to their own pleasure, and brought to the ' 
Turkish government but little pcofity the latter 
did not feel much interest in the fate of that coun- : 
try. It is said therefore by d political Writer, t 
think Lewis Goldsmith, that the French Egyptian 
Expedition, went with the approbation, or at least 
the connivance of the Turkish Government, who 
were not uuapprized of its destination. * 

What might be the motives of the French Go- : 
vernment in sending Buonaparte ta subjugate 
Egypt, is not very easy to discover.. It might 
b? 9 as was said by those who would never allow 
the French could do any thing but wickedness, 
that their principal design was to get rid of Buo- 
naparte's presence, he having acquired great fame 
and become an object of jealousy to the existing 
/ rulrrs* But as charity is better than malignant 
suspicion, it would be better to ascribe nothing to 
their motives but what is fairly evinced by their 
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actions. The deliverance of Egypi from oppres- 
sion and its sure attendants, poverty and igno- 
rance, was a noble project and worthy of an en- 
lightened nation. Buonaparte went, fought, and 
Conquered : and the poor Egyptians, were tilled 
with joy and amazement on being so unex- 
pectedly rescued from tyranny and bondage. 

But, Pitt and his compeers hav ing conceived 
a most deadly enmity against the French, could 
not look upon the Egyptian entci prize with any 
but malignant eyes. Then was there a cry raised 
of — "Our East India Trade is in danger— French 
Ambition — French Agrandizement &c. &c." At 
the same time Nehon was sent to ruin the French 
cause in Egypt, if possible. He succeeded in de- 
feating their Fleet at Aboukir. The consequence 
was, the French army could not obtain from 
France the supplies it, wanted, and were there- 
fore ultimately obliged to surrender the country 
to, the English and the Turks. 

When the news of Nelson's victory of the Nile 
as it is sometimes called, reached England, tlien 
it was that the desponding spirits of Pitt and com- 
pany were revived ; the negotiations for peace, 
said to be pending at that time, were abandoned : 
flip Turks who had hitherto made little account 
of their loss of Egypt, were now stirred up to 
assert their right and vindicate their honour, by 
retrieving their lost possessions : and, in short, 
the victory of th.e Nile re kindled the dying em- 
bers of war, and nil Europe has blazed with war 
almx>st ever since ! 

Thus, by the interference of England, the reign 
of the arts, the sciences, the distribution of J ustice 
and civilization, came to a speedy end, and all 
the pleasing prospects of the poor Egyptians 
were blasted and overthrown ; thr?y being finally 
re-claimed by their old masters, the Beys and 
the Turks. What inconsistencies, what mischief^ 
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may result from political malevolence ! England 
whjch has carried her arms to I he East and West 
Irtdies, and made conquests in almost every part 
of fhe world, could yet have the shameless effron- 
tery to accuse France of'pursuing schemes of ag- 
grandizement, when she invaded Egypt ! And 
Britannia, who affects to be a protectress of nati- 
ons, a refuge for persecuted Patriots, a Patroness 
of Liberty, and the Defender of the Faith, could 
wilfully, and at the expense of much blood and 
treasure, reduce poor Egypt again to the barba- 
rous dominion of the Beys and the Turks ; and 
then insult the common sense of mankind, by 
calling* this erucilrcatment— 4 dtlhcrame. 

O England! thy Navy is thy nriir! The 
mighty Brick Walls of Babylon were the cause 
of Babylon's pride ; and her pride could not 
be maintained without oppression : Pride and 
Oppression are two crying sins which never fail 
to cidldown the vengeance of a righteous (iod, 
as the Bible will amply testify to those who will 
consult its records. Pride goeth before destruc- 
tion and a haughty spirit before a fall. Prov. 16 
— 18. The towering Walls of Babylon could 
make no resistance when the Hand Bovine. avqs 
lifted up ag-iinst them ; and the Wooden WcUL 
of Old England will fare no better under the saw* 
circumstances. By reason of our Navy ye hav* 
been too much disposed to Hector and Bull} 
other nations : and impudently to tell the worh ' 
that, Britannia Rules the Waves! By this kini \ 
of language, and a correspondent conduct, wc» 
have made almost all the world our enemies ! and 
consequently have brought ourselves into tea> 
times more peril than we could possibly have 
been, had we never been possessed of a single ship- 
of war. We have exacted that Homage from 
other nations which we should have scorned to 
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have paid them : and of course we hive 
dpnc as we would not have been done unto, 
which is the very essence of injustice. We 
took the Spanish Frigates, and we took the 
nish Fleet, and in both cases when yve were not 
at war with the parties we robbed : and more con- - 
duct of the same kind might 'be adduced. 

But, independent of all these considerations, 
there is another argument, which is weighty 
with me, though it may be airy with others. The 
protection and preservation of a nation, are migh- 
ty concerns, and can be accomplished by none but 
the Divine Being. And though it may be said 
that the Almighty rules the world by human 
means, which is generally true, yet 1 think we 
ought in justice to the Divine Being, to assert, 
that all bad means are rather by his permission 
than his appointment: and indeed I think that 
niost of the human institutions now subsisting in 
tlje world, are of this description. When I con- 
template the conduct and character of Naval 
Seamen, in reference to their morals. I cannot 
help suspecting that their appointment as guardi- 
ans of the nation is not from that righteous Lord 
that loveNi righteousness and hateth iniquity. I 
cannot believe that men who have blasphemy 
against God, and the most nasty and odious lan- 
guage towards each other, continually upon their 
tongues, are either by the appointment, or under 
the blessing of a holy God ordained to be the 
protectors of a nation, They are more likely by 
their blasphemous tongues and rapacious lives to 
call down the vengeance of Heaven, than to avert 
the fury of nations. The preservation of a kingdom 
is a great . and good thing, fend, I think, God does . 
not usually do the best things by the worst means! 
The haughty Aristocrat says the Navy of Eng- 
land has saved the country ; but 1 think it ha*^ 
ruined it J This ]anguage ? I am fully aware, 
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will by many, be esteemed as palpable faUhood :' 
be it so: but, as a Frenchman once said on a 
certain occasion, "though it be false now, it will 
be true sometime !" For, as Cicero says, — -iVa- 
ture and time dcstwi/ the vain opinions of the dai/> 
but sooner or later, confirm the dictates of Wisdom. 

Respecting the Beys of Egypt, it is here wor- 
thy oi Notice, that since the English nation res- 
tored them to their cruel power, the Turks have, 
according to the Newspapers, entirely overthrown 
them, and have thereby done that service to hu- 
manity which the English would neither perform 
themselves, nor sutler to be done by the French! 
But, alas, the poor Egyptians, are still under the 
dominion of the barbarous Mahommedans ; and 
they may thank England for it. 

The narrow policy of Mercantile avarice was 
strikingly exemplified in the conduct of some 
London Merchants, who gave to Sir S — y S — th, 
with great ceremony, a very grand sword for his 
great services in Egypt! because as they suppo- 
sed, or pretended to suppose, by the restoration 
of Egypt to its wonted system of government, our 
East India Trade was secured ! Good God ! * 
What will impartial posterity say to these things : 
and when will w isdom and humanity gel die bet- 
ter of avarice and ignorance! 



PROFANATION OF 

CHURCHES, BELLS, &c. 

WAR, in its almoft *ndlefs ramifications of e- 
vil, extends its baneful and blafphemous influence 
aS far as Churches, Bells', and even the Sacristy and 
the Altar. With my own eyes 1 have repeatedly 
seen the martial banner waving at the top of a 
Chuicb Steeple, in honour ot grsat military, ex. 
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* ploit.s ! With my own cars, I. have heard, number- 
lefs times, the holy Bells, wnich I apprehend were 
primanlv difigned to call men to woitiiip.and devo- 
tion, pubhih to the whole town ami country, the 
glorious news of vhoufands (lain ! And, Jeaft heaven 
ihbuld not be fntficitntly infill" d 9 and l;ell not fuf- 
hciently gratified by ordmaty ringing, the Bells 
ha*, e been 11 tuck all at once, again and again, and 
this is called (hooting, or firing. the Hells ! 

But, bad as this is, it is by no means the worft 
that can be faid : for, of hte year-* we have -heard of 
Colours bein^ brought from the Field of Battle, 
fometimes ail fbincd with human blood, and moft 
pioully dep< fited the Sacred Altar ! If my me- 
mory betray me not, Saint Paul's Church andWhite- 
hall Chapel, London, can bear teltimony to the 
truth of this t ftatement. 

In the month of July 18:2, Colonel CI nt-rii 
came in halte from Plymouth to London, and m 
the Chaife and Four in which he fplutrered along 
at fhe public ex pence, he had feveral Stand of Co- 
lours which had been taken from the French at Sa- 
lamanca. The MinideriaL News Printers of 
1 ondon were almo(t at their wits end to find lan- 
guage adequate to their extaiic joy ! One of them 
rtprefeiited the Colours as b ing much torn by 
{hot. Another, to heighten the value of tftefe pre- 
ck.us relic , fa id that one of them wa> much ilained 
will) blood — human blood, undoubtedly ! Bur I 
think they all agreed that after theft bloody trophies 
had lain for a little while at the Horfe Guards in 
Parli ment Street, they were, with great p mp and 
ceremony', and amidft a great concourfc of people^ 
conveyed to Whitehall Chapel, and there pivufly r 
lodged on each fide of the Sacred Altar ! -* : } 

1 do not recollect reading of any thing, "(carcely 
in all tny life, that fhocktd mv feeling ami amazed 
iny undemanding, jo much as thiv< trinfcflion ^ anct 
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I k no\* not which to wonder at moft, the wicked 
nefs of men, orthc patience of God ! Indeed it is 
my lincere opinion that had Old Lucifer 'been fent 
for expref i from the infernal regions, on purpofe to 
chufe a place of depofit for the bloody banners of 
Salamanca, or indeed any other bloody banners, he 
would have chofenthe very place which was chofen, 
as confidering it the higheft indignity he could of- 
fer taihe Chriftian Religion, and thegreatcft pollir 
bie infult to the Divine Being ! 

Say, ye Divines, did yoo ever hear of the bloody 
banners of Ifraei's enemies being lodged as trophies 
in the San&um Santlorum of Solomon'* TempU? 
And is not the Communion Table the San&um 
San&orum of the Chriftian Difpenfatiqn ? Say, 
ye Divines, what kind and what degree of blindnefs, 
hardnefs and infatuation is it that poflcfles you w hen, 
you can fci the abomination of deflation, fianding in 
the Holy Place, and where it ought not. Mat. 24—15.* 
and, Mark 13 — 14.. and yet be utterly unconcerned 
for the credit of religion and the honour of God ? . 

This confummate profanation, has not, as far as. 
I canwitnefs, met with any public reprehenfion ; 
from cither Biftiops, R^&ots, Vicars, or Curates : 
no, nor from Diffenting Minifters of any denomi -. 
nation ! For, however thefe various profeffors of 
religion may differ in opinion, they feem to agree 
very well in inclination, which i?, not to bring them*' 
felvcs either into trouble, or danger of trouble, for 
Cotml ry's Sake; nor Humanity's Sake; no, nor 
for Chi id's Sake : at the rifle of their own dear Sake! . 
Such is the prefent flate of the Church Militant on 
earth, that fome of its Champions and Defenders 
give their entire aflent and confent to all thefe pro* 
Sanations : others content themfelves and their con: 
fciences by faying nothing about the matter, and 
then glofs this cowardly conduct by telling the world 
that politics come not within their province : and 
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others again fatisfy their confciences by giving 
broad hints in a private way, that certain tranfa&i- 
ons are not quite fo good as they (hould be ! And 
thus the Redeemer of the World, in his deareft in 
tcrcfts, is ftill (tricken, fmitten, defpifed and re- 
je&ed of men ! 

I cannot difmifs this fubjt?£l without noticing the 
condnft of Colonel Cl-nt n, and the Ariltocracy. 
This man comes from Plymouth to London with 
as much hafte and joy as if he had brought Salvation 
to the Cre it City ; and the Arift cracy are en- 
raptured with his gladlidings to fuch a degree, that 
they fire, a I mod tranfported to nudrtefs by reafon^of 
the glorious news which he brings ! 

Here thc-reader may if he will, behold a fair fam- 
pie of the genuine fpirit of Ariftocracy. The Arif- 
t oc rat being trained up with " feaft and fong, M is 
very frequently a jpeculative Atheift ; but moftly a 
fra£lical one. ' This proud race of men being un- 
difciplined by adverfity, pampered by high living, 
and flattered and fumed by heredirary titles and ho* 
nours, imbibe a fpirit arjd a principle totally hete-, 
jtodox to focial manners and peaceful fober life ! 
Therefore fcarcely any thing that pleafes other men 
will pleafe Ariftocrats. Great news ! Glorious 
news! Thwufands (lain — Towns laid in alhes— 
Whole Provinces defolated — Ships funk and all 
! heir crews periflicd Fortifications blown up — A 
match of race horfes for five thou fa nd guineas — A 
Coat of Arm which might cither pleafe a Child, or 
fcare a Monkey — A Main of Cocks for two thou* 
find pound? — A dafhmg Phaeton foiir-in hand A 
Pack of Fox Hounds — A Kennel full of Terriers, 
and fix couple of Greyhounds - A large Park with 
good ltore of Deer and F.lh Ponds — A Game- 
keeper and three deputies — A ( «ck Feeder and half 

a doz'jn underling Five MiftrelVes and w Wife : 

orthice Miftreflls andoncYV'tfl — Seven debauched'' 
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Neighbours' Wives — Fifteen nrncd youngWomen 
• — Two puny Legitimate Children with whiteheads 
and pale faces - Fifteen Illegitimate.Children, ma- 
ny of them withfcalled heads and fcrofulous Joints 
— Seventeen profecuted Hare- hangers ; three trans- 
ported ; four, fined ; and ten, only imprifoned in 
the Houfe of Corre£lion,&c &c &c. And let not 
the Reader imagine the features of this pidure too 
keenly pourtrayed . for though it may be over- 
drawn for fome, yet it is under-drawn for others. 
There is a Great -Man in the Weft of England, 
head of a Great Family who is faid to have, and 1 
believe with tiiith* twenty* one illegitimate children; 
btfidesl apprehend, a wife and fome legitimate off- 
fpring, which makes his cafefldhhe worfe. This 
Great Man is alfo a Magiltratc ! it may therefore, 
ofcouife, be expe&ed that tins Great Man, in the 
exercife of his Magifterial fur.&ion, would fome- 
titnes commit a poor young fellow to prifen, for 
baftardy ! What Ncb!e 9 what Right Honourable 
conduft this muft needs be, taking the whole to- ' 
gether ! 

Here then reader is a faint portrait of Ariftocacy : 
and thefe are the men who extort great revenues 
from the poor White Negroes u ho cultivate their 
fields, car.y their burthens, and bleed in their qftaT- • 
rels ! And thefe are the men who legalize Prefs- 
Gangs— ballot poor iipen into tUe Militia — inltft 
them into the Regulars — call them ttifpofnble forces 
— fend them into all parts of ihe w<rd to make 
Conqi>efU- — extort Rack Rents — levy Taxc — 
plan Expedition — wait for Dif r -a'chc* — fer.d Mef- 
fertgers — look for Telcgraphteal •ntc-iligence. — 
Thefe aic the men who have made thousands of 
Widows, and twice as many Orphans. Thefe 
are the men who wallow in ail manner of hixujy 
which thev have extorted from the pc»or : and wh, n . 
by eppreffi >n they have made men pwr, thev ueart 
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hem as beings unworthy of liberty, and defpife 
them for being poor ! in ftnrt, thefe are the men 
who love the chicanery and grimace of a Court — the 
hurley burley, the ringing of bells, the filing of 
cannon, and all the pomp and noife of war, but can- 
not long endure the peaceable purfuits of civil, fa- 
cial, friendly and domeftic life ! Thefe afe the men 
thai have in all ages made the earth a field of blood, 
and who have even at this time driven the nations 
mad, and turned the world upfide down ! 

To conclude : It is my real opinion, that if all 
Europe had been governed by Mobs during thfc_Ia/l 
twenty-two years, there would not have been one- 
tenth part of the (bedding of human blood, the de- 
finition of property, and the devaluation of coun- 
tries, that have been effected by Emperors, Kings, 
Ariftucracies, Regular Governments and Heioe ( , 
during that period ! And moreover, whilft there is 
a race of men in the world who can monopolize the 
chief part of the land, and then let it for rack rent , 
aflumeiitles, and dignities, make laws for mankind, 
and thus live proudly and ride upon the (boulders of 
the great mafs of the people, in fuch cafe the bullc ot 
the people can only be in a Rate of moderate vatoU 
age, a M>rt of Demi-Negroes, and indeed many 
of thefe fcarcely as comfortable as if they were 
Negroes rntiie ! 

* # 

Recipe for the Destruction 

Of those Cursed Verm in e, 
CALLED HEROES. 

IN this wicked world there is much V^rmi/iy' 
and of various kinds : fuch as adders, rattlefhak^! 
afps, centipee.s, fcorpions and cockatrices/' But ;\* 
thefe and all fuch like baneful reptiles are heavenly . ' 
creatuixs when compared with thofe infernal ver^ V- 
mine called Herors. v 
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To ma ,; e a Hero, real courage is not neceflary. : 
only two ingredients are wanting, viz. ambiti-jn 
and entity \ and the former ol thefe will foon ge- 
nerate the latttr, if the latter (honk! be wanting, 
which fomctime happens in the outfet. Msnjieur 
* Efptit, fays that H:roes have not any more courage 
than other men : but, fays he, they have more va- 
ni y, and it is their vanity that keeps their courage 
tip. 

The pious ard learned Dr. Jcrfin, in his 4th. 
DiilirtaM^n, favs 44 An exec {five dtfire of praife, 
joined a? it often is, to a lear rf ridcule, or to 
<alfc notions of honour, hath done inconceivable 
mifchitf in the world. — It hath flirnd up the sm- 
bitic us vanity of Princes and Generals to wage un- 
jt ft warr, ai d to fpiccd n.in ai d ddo!ati< ri iar and 
wide: r.or have there been wanting ft o!s or flat- 
tereis to c;:ll it valour and hersifm, though it de- 
ferves no more applaufe than a peftilencrra fire, 
an inundation, and an earthquake ! Pjaif 1 is t<*' 
the ambitious man, food and raiment, and for it- 
he rr.uil My upon the charity cf othcrr." 

But Brjlopllall) of pious memory, has left a keen 
fatire on ambitious men ; and I wifh all Heroes had 
it by heart. The Bifliop in his meditations, fays,- 
" Ambition is torment enough for an enemy, for it 
r.fTbrds us as much difcontentment in the enjoying, 
as in want ; making men like poifoncd Rats, which 
jxrhen they have tafted of their bane, cannot reft nil 
they drink ; and then can much lefs reft till their 
dea»h !" 

Now, this too 7 well l.nowh defcription of vermin, 
called Rats; the ddhu&ion of whuh has only hi- 
therto been a DeGderatum : for though there are 
many who can make a trap that will hold a rat 
when it is in, yet there are but few who can induce 
the nuHcgo In ; andthough there aie numbers wh* 

- ■*■ 1 - • , » 
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can make up a dole' which would furely poifon Rats 
if they would cat it, yet there are few thai can per- 
fnacie Rats to eat poifon when it is made ; this fort 
of vermine, therefore, is still in existence. 

But the fureft way of deftroying any kind of ver- 
min, is to find out its proper food ; then if that 
food can be withdrawn or withheld, the vermin will 
die of coiirfe. Without any farther enquiry about 
the food of Rats, Mice, Snakes, and Scorpions, we 
will enquire what is the proper food of that curfed 
fcind of vermine called Heroes. As far as I can 
comprehend, after clofe inveftigation, the food of 
Heroes conftfts of Staring, Shouting, Huzzaing, 
Ringing of Bells, burning Candles in Windows, 
called illuminations, Firing of Rockets, Squibs, 
and Crackers, a few Toafts at a Grand Dinner, 
with three times three — A few fulfome Newspa- 
per Paragraph?, always written by either fools or 
knaves — A fine Coat, crofsrbarred and filleted with 
Gold Lace, until it becomes like & Fool's Coat- 
a-piece of Red Netting round the Waift, ; n I a 
veiy grand and coftly Military Whittle, commonly 
.called a Sword ! Thefe, I think, conflitute all, or 
nearly all, the articles ot food by which Heroes are 
fed and cherifhcd. Now could any thing in the 
world be mpre eafy and prafticable than to ccafb 
from Staring, Shouting, Ringing of Bells* Firing 
Rockets, Squibs, Ci ackers, &c. &c. Surely not : 
And is it not in the power of mankind todefitt from , 
thefe pra&ices as foon as they pleafc ? Moft cer- 
tainly it is ! Is it not evident to common fenfe 
then, that when thefe things which are the proper 
food of Ambition are withheld, Ambition muft dit, 
and Heroes turn up their heels ? When onp or 
more of thofe infernal Monfters go through ^xoy/n, 
can any thing be more eafy than for parents, to .re* 
tire to their houfes and call in their children, and 
matters call in their fervants ? And if in~addi{K>h 
to this they would put up their window-{hutter$ 
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until the departure of the Monfler, it would be 
ftill more effe&ual. They might indeed proceed 
farther, and hang out apiece of black cloth as a 
token of mourning ! Now, who could hinder men 
from purfuing this kind of condu& ? If in addi- 
tion to thefc means, News Printers, inftead of pa- 
negyrizing Heroes, would always reprobate them : 
and all hiftorians, effayifts, and poets would do the 
fame, and all men reject their company in friendly 
and convivial meetings, then my life for it if thofe 
profeffional murderers did not foon difappear from 
the ftage of life ! Yea I believe moil of them 
would turn their murderous weapons againft their 
own wicked heads and hearts ; and {hoot, or hang, 
or drown themfelves; and thus become their own 
executioners ! 

Indeed it appears to me, lhat this mode of perfo j 
cution by privation; is capable of driving out of the 
world, any notorious vice whatever ; and if it ' 
Ihould be (aid that no one vice has yet been driverT 
from among men by this mode of procedure, it may 
be juftly replied, that this mode of procedure has • 
never yet been fufficiently a&ed upon, or, in plainer 
terms men have never yet done what has been fairly" 
in their power to do. I think the Bible more than 
intimates the propriety of punifhing and fuppref- 
fing vice after this manner. Make no friendship with 
an angry man, fays Solomon, and with a furious man 
thou Jha/t not go* Prov. 22, — 24. Chrift, fpeaking 
of the incorrigible offender, fays, Let him be unto 
thee as an Heathen and a Publican. Mat. 18,-17. 
Have no felhwjhip with the unfruitful works of dark* 
nefsy but rather reprove them, fays St. Paul, Ephef. 5, 
1 1. Now, as it is manifelt to every one, that pro- 
fcflid Heroes commit their cruel depredations on. 
civilization and humanity, from no better motives 
than that of a dcfire to be itarcd at and talked of; 
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is it not the facred duty of every friend to humanity, 
civilization and religion, to take up the eafy wea- 
pons of privation againft thefe Hell-hounds, and let 
them pine* and ficken and die for want of staring, 
ihouting, and bell-ringing ? 

I am inclined to think that thefe Devils' Journey- 
men are fo hateful to fhe God of liolinefs, 
that had their deftruftion been beyond the reach 
of men, God would long ago have inteiipofed 
by fupernatural and miraculous means for their ex- 
tirpation from the face of the earth* But as the 
means of their ruin are fo evidently in the power of 
mankind, and fo cheap and practicable, God will 
, mot, he ought not, interpofe his Almighty power,, 
Fx>r why mould fhe Divine Being proceed to do 
that by miracle, which may be done in a degree by 
every individual child in the fircets, at its option. 



Tub BLACK NEGROES of the WEST- 
'INDIES* and tre WHITE NEGROES op 

.EUROPE, Contrasted. 

■ 

PHILOSOPHERS and EflTayifts have fakl 
maiiy great and good things in praife of 
Liberty^ and in reprobation of Slav try. For this 
cotiduct they are highly coin. nend able But then 
their dilFerrations being fpnttaneous and voluntary, 
theylvive only rreated thefe fu!)je&> in the ab'traft, 
.at lei ft ikU often otherways, arid confeqasntly their 
principles wanted that application whrch was jie-, . : 
ceflafy to render then efficient. For, \('u\ th^r, ; 
Differtations on Liberty, they hal run a pjriJJ$ ; ; -V 
between their principles and fome ex'.ftinj pra£l M^i 1^1 
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which have inceflarntly obtained in the world, they 
would thereby have brought- their theory and the 
minds of men into a point of contact, which muft 
have terminated more favourably to the liberties of 
mankind. It is from t^g view of the fubjeft,^^ 
that I think acomparifon of the Black Slaves of the 
Weftlndies, with the White Slaves of Europe, may 
tend in fome fmall degree at leaft, to elucidate the 
real meriuof European Liberty. 

BlackSlavei : — When a Black Slave is born, if 
he be alive and well, he is inftantly allowed to be 
worth Five Pounds to his owner, and therefore his 
owner has an inteieft in his prefervation. 

Whiteslaves: — When a poor child is born in 
the houfe pf a labourer, or mechanic, in Europe, it 
is not worth a Farthing. On the contrary, inftead 
of being a gain of five ■ pounds, it is, if it live, a 
certain debt of at leaft Fifty Pound*; and not un- 
commonly of an hundred pounds. Hence arofe 
that unnatural and chilling adage which is frequent- 
ly in the mouths of the lower orders of fociety, viz. 
that <l a dead child is a poor man's blejjing!" And [ 
moreover when a poor man's child dies, his neigh- 
bours ofien exclaim — " What a mercy it is that * 
the poor man is eafed of fuch a burden !" With 
regard to a Black Slave child, it is the matter's inte- 
ieft that it lhould live ; but as to theWhiteNegroe's ; 
child, it is the father's intereft that it fliould die : • 
and if the all-wife and benevolent Creator had not > 
planted in tlie bofom of man, a ftrong natural af- * 
fe£ion, which is too powerful for cool, calulafihg * 
prqdence, fome poor father's would, Jike : ioix& ; 
Chinefe Fathers, be tempted to help their childreft- * 
to$e ; and nXa&y others might with for what they ' 
did afct chufe to perpetrate. But, thank Gftd, fen'p- 1 < 
ture, reason, and all the paflions of the human / + 
br^^ wvolt at fuch things ^ and human inftihiti- 
od* ought to fofter and cheriflj the -pure principles * 
dMuman nature. h 3 

■ 
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. Black Negrce ; — "When a BlackNcgroe has a fa- 
mily c i children, he fuffers Utile or nothing from 
them ; it being the iniercft of his Matter to take 
care of them ; and as his children ate his Mailer's 
property, the Matter feidum fails to do that. 

fVhite Negroe i — The White Negroe of Europe 
lias not only himfelf to maintain, but likcwjfe all 
his young Negroes : and as Europe is much colder 
than the Weft I ndies, *their mainiainance is much 
more cxpenfive than that of the young Black*. 
Th^ young Blacks frequently go quite naked until 
ten years of age, and often (till longer; and this 
can always be done without any inconvenience, 
b^caufe of the wartnnefs of the climate ; but even 
when cJoths are wanted, a few ihillings worth, 
will make a Black Negro decent. 

BlackJ\ T egro : — It will be faid, that the Black 
Negri e-can be fold by his Mailer, but the White 
Negro cannot. It is tnu', that the BiackNcgroe can 
be. fold by his Maftcr, but what does he lofe by 
that ? He was a flave bef ore the transfer, and ne is 
nothing more afterwards, and there is as great a 
chance for his being made better as of his being 
made woife. 

J'FJjJte Negroe :— TheWhitc Slave cannot be fold 
by. his immediate employer ; but then he is called 
a Subjefi, which in plain En^lilh figmfies an Un- 
detcafl) and thofe to whom he is fubjed can by the 
laws which they make compel him either to sell ox 
give himfelf to be a difciplintd murderer, which is 
a far worfe deftination than ever falls to the lot of 
a Black Negro ; becaufe Black Slaves are fcaicely 
ever entrufted with warlike armour. 

Black Slave :— But the Black Slave cannot lesve 
hia owner when he choofes : the White Slave ca:i, 
he having liberty to go where he pleafes. 

White Slave : — The White Slave can indeed go 
where he pleafes : only he mufi take care to pka.fe j 
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to w. ( Ik within the walls of his own Pinfold : For 
in timeot war, (which by the bye is no Imall Uitk) 
every nation in Europe is a pinfold to iis inhabi- 
tant ; ami even in time of peace fome of ihem aie 
(till the fame. For the White Negroes of Ruffia can 
never leave their dearly beloved country. The Ger- 
mans and ['ruffians are noi at full liberty (I think) 
to plcafe theniftlves. About fourteen or fifteen 
years ago fome of the Minifterial News Printers; 
infultingly tulJ the nation, " that thofe who did 
not like the counjry,ought to go out of it, and leave * 
it to itfelf." Mar.y were difpofed to take this ad- 
vice \ but behold ! when they arrived at the Sea-. . 
ports in order to embaik for America, they found v 
that the Cuftcm Houfe Officers had received orders* 
from the Powers that zuere to (top all Artificers and 
Mechanics from emigration ! They flopped many;* 
and 1 think fome there were who were not Only* 
flopped, but imprefled into the bargain. It follows" 
therefore that the European Negro is like -an A*s 
in a Pinfold : The Ass in the Pinfold is at perfect 
libetly either to ftand up or lie down- — to walk a^ 
bout or ftand {till — to (land in this comer or thai 
corner ; or he may even amufc himfelf with kick- : 
ing if he choofe : but whether he fland up or he- 
down— ftand (till or walkabout — ftand in this cur-, 
licr or that corner — kick cr (land quietly, he Uitill. 
an Afk in a Pinfold, and often in a ftatc of flarva-. 
tion ! ^ % 

Black Negro : — The Black Negro is never trou- 
bled with the fear of Prefs Gangs ; for arr imprefs 
Officer, or ai) Officer of a fliip of war would fub- 1 , 
jt£t himfelf io a pcnaltyot fifty pounds, were he, 
knowingly, to take away a Black Slave ; and there- * 
fore fuch an event feklorri happens. . ♦ ,\ , 

§VhUe Negroe .-— Numbers of Prefs Gangs are r 
jkept in Europe for the fole purpofe of imprefling.. 
White Negroes j and moreover, fo lately as Dc- 
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cember, 1812, Proclamations have been placarded 
in Sea Po t Towns* offering a bribe (called a re- 
ward) of Three Pound , to any one who woulii give 
information of any White N.groe who had been at 
fea; in order that the laid White Seafaring Negroe 
might be apprehended and fent on boaid a Man of 
War, in fpite of his family, his tears and his teeth. 
The above-mentioned Pi oclaination went ^farther 
to offer a reward of Fifty Shillings for information of 
-any Poor White Negroe, who was only a Land 
Negro ! 

BlackNcgroe : — The Black Negroe is denied the 
trie of Arms; and is but rarely employed even in 
%_ an y °f the fubordinate departments of warfare ; 
Therefore he frequently enjoys health and foundnefs, 
peace, quiet, and fleep; even unto old age. 

While Negro : A very great propQrtion of the 
White Negroes of Europe are compelled into the 
Navy or Army- In France by Gmfcrpition \ in 
Ruflia and Germany (as I believe) by mere nomi- 
nation 4 and in fome other countries by Ballotation. 
The difference in thefe modes of railing men is 
■of very li'tle confcquencc to humanity : for they 
all want While Negroes, and Whire Negroes they 
will have; and when they have got thefe poor 
-wretches together, they drefs them like Harlequins 
and then fend them by multitudes to murder each 
lather. - Now, w hen five, of ten, or twenty thou- 
sand of thefe poor White, Negroes are (lain in the 
the Field of Battle, is it of any great confequence 
tm the poor fufferers whether they were rai fed by 
Conscription, Nomination, or Ballot at ion ? 

t Black Negroe . — The Black Negroe lives' in a 
hm and pays no rent — he lives in a hot climate and 
needs no coals : a very little wood will cook his 
vi&uals, and that wood coft^him nothing— he pays 
110 window-money ; for he has no windows, nor 
does he need any— he pays no highway- r^tes, why 
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fhoulti he, he goes bare-foot, and therefore any 
fort of ways will <io for him—he pays no militia- • 
money, for he is not allowed to bear arms, lest he 
fhoukl ufe them in aflerting his own liberty — he 
pays neither tylhcs nor Easter dues ; for lie is never 
chrijiened at the church, left he (hould become a 
chnjllan the u by — rand confequently he is not al- 
lowed cither to marry or bury at the church \ he 
therefore owes the Church Minifter nothing — he 
cannot get into debt, for no one will truft him v 
and therefore he never gets into the jail for debt — > 
he is always juft even with the- world, for he owes! 
nothing, and no one owes him ^ny thing : and it. 
v iM follow of courfe that though he die intefiate,. 
no great mifchicf can arise irom that ciftum^ 
fiance, • ^ 'I 

' PFhtti Negroe : The White Negroc can indeed 
get into debt, but then he can feldom get tut a-, 
gain ; and when he has got into debt to a ccrtaia 
degree, then his credit becomes exhaufted, and he\ 
can get no farther : lie is then like a Moufe when- 
caught in a fpring trap, that might b'ave its life if 
it could get either in or out ; but it can do neirher, 1 
and therefore it dies. Thus *he poor White ;Ne- ; 
groc is dunned by his creditors, and galled by his: 
ncccfTities, without being able either to fatufy th^ 
one, oi gratify the other ; therefore, under the (em 
bl^nce of liberty he is in aflual flavery, for no man^ 
who is in debt which he cannot difcharge, and 
gajled by wants which he cannot' fatisfy, can have 
much of liberty, or want much of fl;tvcry,* but the. 
name. - 

Black Negroe : But the Black Ncgftie is com- 
pelled, even with the whip at his heels, to labour ; ' 
frequently, he is fo ; but not always. But then \V 
is wpr hy of obfervatk>n, that all the Whips and' 

Juck Jumper^ in theWcft Indies can rie\er compel 

- *• ♦ . • - 

f c n l«<i;u I^uft Drivru, >ho>iar.d ovo tf.e Ntg'Ots uitli bagc V. Lip*. 
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a Black Negroe to perform one-half of the labour 
performed in the fame time by a poor White Eu- 
ropean NegKoe. 

fVhite Negroe : — The White Negroe, is not, it 
is true, compelled to labour by the Whip, at leaft 
only in fome parts of Europe : but then he is com- 
pelled by his wants to perform twice as much labour 
as the Black Negroe performs ; and when he has 
done he feldom gains more than half a sufficiency 
for himfelf and his family. But ftiould he fteal to 
make up the deficiency of his wants, he may then 
think himfelf well off if he gets the whip, and not 
the halter. I have feen a man whipped through a 
town for dealing three^pounds of candles-— another 
for dealing a pocket-handkerchief — another for 
Healing a duck ; and I knew another whipped 
through a town for picking up a few flicks in a 
wood as he pafled through, to kindle his fire with : 
Shocking crime ! 

Befides all this Whipping among,the White 
Negroes of Europe, there is Military Flogging, 
in fome countrie , which differs in nothing " 

from other kinds of Whipping, except, that it 
is ten times more fevere. If therefore all the 
Whipping and Flogging in Europe, of all forts, 
were placed in contraft with all the Whipping a- 
.mongft the Weft- Indian Blacks, I have a fufpicion 
that the balance would be but little in favor of the 
White Negroes of Europe ! 

, Black Negroe : — It will be /aid that the Black 
Negroe docs not get one-fifth of the value of his 
labour for his fupport This may be true r or it 
may poffibly be Itrained too far. He has a weekly 
allowance of money or provifions; generally a plot 
of ground allotted him for his own cultivation .and 
ufe ; befule* the evenings and the mornings, and 
Sabbath Days, for times in which to labour for " 
himfelf. To the poor Black Negroe the Chriflian 
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Sabbath is nothing ; because he not fteing allowed 
ckrijleningi of courfe he is not a Cbrijlian, he is 
thereby taught to think that Chriftianity, and the 
Chriftian Sabbath are nothing to him ! 

While Negtce : — The White Negroeof Europe, 
it is very poflible to prove, obtains but about one* 
eighth of the profit of his labour?, at the most ; 
and some think, hot above one-tenth ; therefore he 
has but Utile advantage over his black brother, on 
tbatfcore; he has not always a garden to culti- 
vate ; and when he has, he pays dear for it. He 
is not allowed (as indeed he ought not) to cultivate 
his plot on the Sabbath Day, if he have one,>bf> 
caufe he is a Chriftian : but then it is fuipe&ed 
thatthofe who allow him to be a Chriftian, have 
more of policy than of piety in the allowance ! Chrif- 
tianity teaches men to have a confeience ; and reli- 
gious conscience is the handle by which State Po- 
liticians frequently weild mankind, and make them 
fubfervient to many purpofes befides good ones ! 
This may poffibly be the principal reafon why the 
mighty rulers of Europe have thought proper to to- 
lerate religion amongft their fubje£}s> that is, as hath 
already been stated, their Undercaji^ alias their 
poor White Negroes ! 

Black Negroe : — The Black Negroe, btfides hU 
Weekly ftipeml and his plot of ground, can go on 
the Sabbath Day into the woods, Ihe wilderncfc, 
and the mountains, thqre being commonly a great 
deal of wafte grounds in the Weft Indies, and lie 
;Cai) gather all manner of fruits, fuch as PineApple? , 
Oranges, Plantains, &c. and he can alfo (hoot wild 
fio?rs, Fowls, and whatever other animal he may 
meet with, there being no Game Laws in the land 
of Black Negroes'. These aiticles the Negro** 
brings or icncTs. by hhwife, to the market, on the 
very day he procures them * he can generally fell 
them \ but if riot, he incurs no dt bt, -becaufe they 

- 

Diqiti; 



coft hirn nothing, except his toil in the procura- 
tion. n * 

White Negroe : — TheWhite Negroe is frequent- 
ly out of employment, and conf-quently out of 
bread : but he has* little churce to fupply his wants 
by traverfmg theWafte Lands : becaufe wafte lan, Is 
are now become fcarce in mod countries ofEuropc; 
and as for Woods, they generally belong to My 
Lord Somebody ; and, for the moft part- are guarded 
by high walls, warning boards, and fpies But tins 
is' ( not the won't ; for there are in mod. countries 
hereab( uts what are called Game Laws : by the fa 
Game Laws, Hare-, Rabbits, Partridges, W»»oJ- 
c>cks/ Pheafants, Snipe-, and Moorhens, are pro- 
tc&.-d bv Legillj'iye decrees, codes* and fratuic , by 
J liiges^ Juries, Counfellors, MagitiVates, Ai.tornics, 
Co'njhibks, Gamekeepers, Deputy Gamekeeper*, 
Spies and Intorme.rs. 

Here then, impartial Reader, Lit not a fubjedt 
of fcrioijs reflection to. an ingenuous mind,. to be- 
hold ul! this weight of power inil tutcd as it is, for 
r.o ether purpnfe but to protedt mfignificant aaimals 
sgairlt the incurflons andonfets of poor men ; nay 
t:<xjucntlv poor (Urving men. Is it not grievous 
to lee theje comparatively contemptible creatures, 
living, according to their wants/ in affluence and . 
abundance, and likewife under a nvghty power of 
proteftion, whild ihoufands ot hu mm beings can 
neither get food for themselves and d *m .-dents, nor 
protection from Military fcrvice and Prcfs-Gangs. 
Ah! Wicked world! Things are now come, to a 
firar:ge pafs, when on the one hand, poor White 
I s egr.es have left their rights their liberties,, Slid 
the bread out of their mouths ; and on the' other 
hand, Hares, Rabbits, Partridges, Wopdcockf, 
Pheafants, Snipes, and Moorhens, have got br^ad- 
enough and to fpare, ancT moreover, by laws attc! • \ 
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by immunities, are become, like their patroiis, a 
prhiledged order of beings ! 

To a contemplative and humane mind it must 
be a galling sight to behold a Bench of Magis- 
trates and a table full of Lawyers with their curl- 
ed Wigs and Black Gowns, besides Attornies, 
Constables, andWitnesses, all spending their time 
over a poor hungrywretch who has done nothing* 
worse than tbat N of Shooting or Hanging a Hare, 
and who perhaps would never have done that, 
had he been blessed with better employment. — 
These Magistrates and Lawyers make references 
to legislative acts and law books ; they inake 
speeches and call witnesses, with as much gravity 
and solicitude as if they were frying a man for 
setting a town on fire ! 

Perhaps, in the end of this biisine?s, the poor 
II are-hanger's ragged wife begs with tears and 
affecting accents for mercy, in behalf of her hus- 
band ; and sometimes all farther proceedings are 
suspended, on condition that the Hare-hanger will 
leave that part of the country, and go any where 
else j and this kind of commutation is called 
lenity and mercy + because it rescues the poor 
White Negroe from twelve-month's imprison-^ 
ment ! 

Sometimes, when I behold the Poor of these 
kingdoms with all their wants, rags, wretched- 
ness^, privations, and burthens, I am ready to 
wonder what cordial assistance the Great Ones 
could expect from them incase of an invasion : 
and I think this is a point not sufficiently re- 
garded by the wealthy part of these realms. * 

Perhaps it may be, that because invasions, so 
seldom happen, they are not 'suspected ever: to 
happen. JBut let us suppose- the worst : Suppos- 
in^ then that an enemy were to invade our shores, 
could the Nobility and Gentry set their faces to 
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use such language as is commonly used on such 
calamitous occasions, and say to the poor hun- 
ger-bitten, wretched, ragged people, " Come 
- countrymen, now is your time to shew your cou- 
rage : Now is your time to resist oppression and 
tyranny i Now we must all fight pro Arts et 
^Foois—jbr our Fire-sides and our Altars. We 
-must now defend our liberty and property — our 
[alt ia at stake > Sec. &c." Now let us both speak* 
and hear honestly : Could then, this language 
come with a good grace from Rack-rent Land- 
lords ? Or from those who protect Hares, llab- 
bits, Partridges, Woodcocks* Pheasants, Snipes, 
and Moorhens, better than their poor fello* w-crea- 
Xures? Or from those \yho countenance Press- 
Gangs ? Or from those who are advocates for 
excessive Taxation? Or from those who ruin 
Commerce by wicked Wars, and make Corn dear - 
hy unrighteous devices i la short, Could it in 
reason l>e expected, that those who are : poor, 
hungry, and dis-spirited, would manifest any 
violent predilection for a country which did not 
afford them the common necessaries of life ? 
Would it not he labour in vaiu to preach Patri- 
otism to ragged backs and hungry bellies ? 

^.Tw^r^ sub *gpy,f f - 

. . / reflections on , * 

< i f .. U , . * • - • - • * X ■ • r 

LUDDISM. 

% 

k rif ,• i < #" l ' * * * * • • * 
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IT will, no doubt, be gratifying to some Rea- 
ders, to;be m&de acquainted with thfc [origin 
ol.Luddism. From the enquiries I mude. in .fifot- 
tinghamshire, where Luddismoriginated^ Jiteaurht 
the following particulars, namely, That good: 
many years ago, there lived a pqor nvah 'at; 
LonghboroUgh, tobeUwte'nhuFe, abaul: fifteen; 
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miles from Nottingham, whose name was Edward 
Ludd : This man was not one of the brightest 
cast, in regard to his intellects ; and, as is comr 
irionJy the case with such characters, was of an 
irritable temper. This Edjcard Ludd, called by 
his neighbours Ned Ludd, was by trade a Frame 
Work /{fritter--: or in plainer language, and which 
Ms all the same, a Stocking Weaver* This man, 
being irritated, either by his Employer, or his 
work, or both, took the desperate resolution of a- 
venging himself, by breaking his Stocking Frame. 
As the value of a common Stocking Frame is 
considerable, being not much leds than ;Forty 
Pounds, Ned's exploit wus much more admired 
for its temerity than its utility. 

However, the consequence of this affair w*s> 
a Hon Jtfot : for* whenever any Stocking Weaver 
was out of patience with his Employer 
Employment, he would say, speaking of his 
Frame, " I have good mind to Ned Ludd it ;* * 
meaning, / have 1 a good mind to break #,#c. 

About the latter ead of the year 1811, the 
Stocking and Lace Weavers of Nottingham, ha 
irig been for a long time harrassed by abridged 
w ages, and want of employment, inwholeorin 
part, aiid consequently with want of bread, en- 

• tered into ia combination, (as report says, upon 
oath) to break certain proscribed Frames. ~ But 
it should here be observed, that the interdicted 
Frames were not all of a new-invented kind, 
there l/cing many destined to destruction for the 
sike of their owner ; the owner having rendered 
himself notorious by abridging 1 the workmen^ 
vrages . and underselling' othw manufacturers : 
therefore many Frames of an ordinary construc- 
tion we*? broken. 
-Th(ie /Frlime-JJrcakers assumed the name of 

/•their proto-type Ned Ludd. Hence , when they 

♦ 
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entered a house in order to break Frames, they 
' "would say Ned Ludd or General Ludd, com- 
mands us to break these Frames, &c. These men, 
collectively, were therefore called Luddites, and 
their system was, and is, called Luddism. | 

This system has been communicated to thou- 
sands ; and as rumour says, to hundreds of thou- 
sands, and is still in existence. But it does not 
always exist where report places it ; for every 
thief and highwayman- now takes the name of 
Ned Ludd in his mouth when he is about to com- 
mit his depredations ; and News Printers seem 
very willing to have it so ; most of them caring 
very little about the difference betwixt truth 
and falsehood; their drift too commonly is, to 
enhance the value of their Papers, by saying 
something that will surprise and astonish their 
readers . The old and stale names of thief 9 high- 
wayman, and robber, will not now adorn the great 
news columns of those Papers which are ever 
seeking to treat their Readers with a mess of 
•Wonderment ! Therefore Ned Ludd being a new 
-character, is made to bear the heat and burden of 
the day ; for whatever enormities are commuted 
in the counties where Ned lives, they are, for 
the most part, very carefu lly ascribed to him. 

: Of the fourteen unfortunate men who were ex 
ecuted at York, on the 15th Jan. 1813, not^one- 
half of them, as I am informed, were in reality 
Luddites. Either five or six of them were Lud- 
dites, who werecpnvicted of entering houses and 
demanding fire-arms, or breaking, or attempting 
to break machinery ; part of them upon one 
charge, and part of them upon the other. As to 
the rest of the fourteen, they were, as L ^oi in- 
formed, utter strangers to the system of Ludd ism: 
but knowing something of Luddism by popular 

$ See Notch p. 124. 
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rumour, they had designated themselves Lud- 
dites. Wherefore on entering a house they would 
preface their demand of money, by telling the 
people General Ludd was come: or that Ned 
Ludd had sent them to make such and such a 
demand. Information of the transaction soon 
reached the ears of a News Printer : who, glad 
enough of something fresh to tell his Readers, 
MjouVid it before tlie public : his fellow News- 
men would copv his statement, and thus this 
wonderful news "which was half true and half 
false, ran, in the compass of a week, all over the 
three kingdoms. * . . 

With regard to the conduct of the Luddites in 
breaking Machinery, 1 wholly disapprove of it : 
it is altogether condcmnable : for in my opinion, 
Machinery ought to be encouraged to any ex- 
tent whatever. It is also my opinion, that every 
man that invents any thing that will lessen hu- 
man labour, is a benefactor to mankind, and 
ouuhtto be rewarded, not by a patent, as is com- 
monly the case, but out of the national purse, 
in order that he and others may be encouraged to 
new exertions, and the public benefitted by the 
free use of such inventions ! 

I pity Ihu poor, and should hardly think my- 
self innocent if any man felt more for them than 
I do ; hut the remedy for their grievances, lies 
not in the destruction of Machinery. They are 
oppressed exceedingly, but not by Machinery. 
Those who accuse Machinery of causing any 
partof the distresses of the poor, have very con-, 
Iracted views and narrow minds ; »nd see but a 
little way> They do not seem to coiisider that aj- 
juost every thing was new Machinery once. ■ 
There w.asa time when corn was ground by the 
hand 5 and when Corn Mills and AVind.Mi^s— ' 
we*e first invented Uk-j wers New Machinery; 
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and therefore why not break and burn , these as 
soon as any other kind of Machinery ; for if they 
were all stopped, and corn again ground by the 
hand, there would be plenty of employment for 
many hands ! Much the same observations might 
be made respecting every other kind of Machi- 
nery, audi have asked this question in order to 
shew the silliness of the practice. 

The grievous distresses of the poor are occasi- 
ofted by the Monopolization of Landed Property 
Rack Rents — Large Farms — War, and its Con- 
comitants, Bjid Trade and Excessive Taxation 
The remedy for all which is, PEACE and RE. 
FORM; without these, bad will become worse, 
and worse willbe utter ruin! 
1 Nor can I forego the present opportunity of no- 
ticing the practice that haslongtibtained among 
Journeymen of various callings, respecting Ap- 
prentices. Ever since I can remember, fruds 
and quarrels have subsisted betwixt the Em- 
ployers and the Employed respecting' workmen 
called illegal men ; and also an allowed number' 
*of Apprentices : and the proper, or lawful time of 
servittw|fe;^n Apprenticeships, &c. &c. To me 
these alter c£tioi is have always appeared highly 
^prehwlmle, because at the best they originate 
: in ignorance, and not unfrequently in something 
* less excuseable. But, be v their origin what it 
jnay, they commonly generate litigations and 
v enmity ; and sometimes they separate chief 
friends, and greatly exasperate and injure indi- 
viduals. * ■ 

Now, is ittiot folly, or something worse, for 
one man to vex and harms another, either re- 
specting his servants as a Master, or his servitude 
as an Apprentice ? What right, either in law or 
reawn, has one man to t^aze and distress another 

; on thc»e coitf id»ati«i$ { Tt?r e is mttibkigj. 
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can be nothing but what is both unjust and un- 
reasonable in such conduct. Willi regard to Ap- 
prentices, there ought in reason to be no con- 
straints or restrictions laid upon them or their 
Masters, respoctiug the length or shortness of 
their servitude : let the parties concerned arbi- 
trate the conditions according to their own dis- 
cretion. 

And is it not notorious also, that there are 
some branches of trade, some arts and callings, 
that are not half so mysterious and oliffi cult of 
attainment as others ? and some young men there 
are who by dint of superior gifts and mental en- 
dowments from nature, will learn a trade in 
three, or eveu two years, as perfectly as others 
will learn the same trade in seven years. Is it 
not unjust then,Js it not highly unreasonable 
that the narrow minded policy of selfish igno- 
rance, should institute schemes of restriction to 
superscede the bounties of nature. Would it be 
equitable to compel a man of two yards' high, to 
take as many strides in walking a mile, as a man 
of lire feet ? And is it any more equitable to 
compel young men of all g#niuses and capaci- 
ties, to run over the same precise round of seven 
years in the acquisition of a trade. It is in vaini 
to declaim against aristocracies and priviledged 
orders, until this selfish and vexatious conduct 
be abandoned : for what are all these petty mo- 
nopolies and sinister exclusious, but the exhibit 
tions of aristocracy in low life ! 

Hatters, Calico-Printers, Curriers, and indeed 
men of some other branches, have been extreme- 
ly active in this kind of folly : for what is it but 
folly ; seeing that when me;i are debarred from 
the readiest access to one calling, they w ill , they 
innst betake themselves to another calling ! r i%ere- 
fore all those laws of restriction and exclusion 
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have no other effect than that of harrassing and 
, shoving* men from one place to another : tor these 
harrassed men are still in the world. ; a"iid must be 
supported : the result of the whole therefore is, 
much trouble to individuals, and no gain to so- 
ciety. 

Nor ought I topnss over the vexatious privi- 
. leges aud conduct oLCorporations. The immu- 
nities and privileges of these bodies of men, have 
ever been, in my humble opinion, inimical to 
general happiness: for who does not see, or at 
least who may not see, that -Civil Privileges 
granted to some, are Civil Privations to others. 
Thes % . privileges were, for the most part, granted 
by Kings in days of yore, and in times of igno- 
rance ; and whenever the time shall arrive that 
reason shall over-rule precedent, and general 
happiness be preferred to private interest, these 
laws of immunity sljall be abrogated, and Corpo- 
lations annihilated. 

» 1 have known- a Corporation, not quite two 
hundred miles from I ark, extort from * a poor 
Tailor, who wished to set up in business in that 
part of the world, either thirty or fifty pounds, I 
have forgot which, as the price of his Freedom ! 
The poor Tailor toiled hard and long to pay 
this cruel extortion : however, he did pay it 
by instalments, and length of time; and thus 
obtained permission to labAur quietly for his 
bread ! 

Here it will be a reasonable question to ask, 
to what purposes Corporations apply the monies 
they obtain by tin se extortions. 1 pretend not to 
know all the art and mystery of these Privileged 
Bodies of men, but of one thing I am certain, 
namely, that tht*y make themselves very costly: 
Dinners and Suppers : and that at these festivals 
they drink, a good deal of what some peopje a rc 
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pleased to called good stuff : and I must in* con- 
science say, that it is neitlier decent nor honest 
lor men, many of whom are worth hundreds, and 
soi^e of whom are north thousands, to sit 'and 
gormandize and guzzle the hard earnings of poor 
Tailors ! 

With regard to labourers and mechanics, and 
poor men in general, their case is evidently very 
deplorable ; but 1 think it is much w>rse in re- 
ality than in appearance. Law, Wealthy and 
War, ate all against the poor man. Hc;ce, says a 
French Writer, [Rousseau,] " The universal spi- 
rit of all laws in all coun tries, is to favor the strong 
4n opposition to the weak ; and to assist those who 
have possessions against those who have Howe,"— - 
This Frenchman's allegation is sufficiently veri- 
fied in the case of Masters and Workmen. A- 
gainst combinations of Workmen, formed for the 
purpose of raising wages, there areacfc and sta- 
tutes plenty ; but, says Dr. Adam Smith, in his 
Wealth of Nations, u against Combinations of 
Masters (or the purpose of lowering wages, there 
is no existing law !" And should any one say 
that Masters never combine for the purpose of 
lowering wages, I will answer him in the words 

of the Author just mentioned : Wc rarely 

hear, it has been said, of the combinations of 
Masters, though frequently of those of Workmen. 
But whoever imagines on this account, that 
Masters rarely combine, is as ignorant of the 
world as of the subject. Masters are always and 
every where in a sort of tacit, but constant and 
uniform combination, not to rai e their wages, 
above thek actual rate. To violate this combi- 
nation is every where a most unpopular action* 
and a sort of reproach to a Master among his 
neighbours and equals. We seldom, indeed, 
hear ol this combination, because it is the usual, 
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and on£ may say, the natural stateof things which 
nobody ever hears of. Masters too sometimes en- 
ter into particular combinations to sink the 
wages of labour even below this rate. These are 
always conducted with the utmost silence and 
secrecy, till the moment of execution, and when 
the workmen yield, as they sometimes do, with- 
out resistance, though severely felt -by them, they 
are never heard of by other people," 

About two years ago, the Cotton Weavers of 
Manchester, and its vicinity, having long had 
their wages abridged in an extreme degree, were 
reduced by excessive labour, and half mamtetin- 
ance, nearly to skeletons. They were also be- 
come ragged and forlorn : and those who had 
wives and children, as many of them had, had 
the mortification to see these natural dependehts 
as ghastly and wretched as themselves. Even 
single men, in general, found it impossible by 
all their exertions, to procure for themselves a 
sufficiency of the necessaries of life, t The patU 
e.ieeof the Weavers under these severe privati- 
ons, was worthy of admiration. Disinclination 
to turbulence, and expectation of better times, 
induced many to hold their patience until they 
lost their lives, and when they had done, but few 
rich people cared a straw for them. 

The Weavers moreover shewed their unwil- 
lingness to disturb the public tranquility, by peace 
ably sending two Delegates to Government, in or- 
der to represent thcirdistrcfsed situations The>c 
Delegates found their way to Mr Secretary Ryder, 
and to him they stated the purport of their missi* 
on, hoping that he would become the medium o( 
their complaints to the supreme authorities. But, 
Mr. Secretary R)der, who, no doubt, eat . Welt* 
drinks well, dre ses well, and sleeps well, had 
learned the readiest way of dr patching swu sorts t>F 

t See Note IL 
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business, for he told the poor, meagre, ragged 
Weavers, through the medium of their Delegates^ 
that, " they must have patience !" * 

Being defeated in this peaceable and prudent 
meafure, the Weavers had recourfe to another, 
which was, to convene a public meeting of all 
the Masters, and some chosen Weavers, who 
should conjointly arbitrate the rate of Wages for 
the various kinds of work : Some few of the Ma- 
gistrates were also friendly to this plan of pioce- 
dure. A few of the Masters seemed willing to fub- 
ject themselves to this mode of decision ; but the 
greater part of them, assumed an aristocratic* air 
of superiority, and therefore affected to scorn the 
very idea of debating points and compromising 
differences with mere workmen ! T he confe- 
quence was, that at one of the meetings which bad 
been convened by mutual confent, only threeMas- 
ters made their appearance, and it was not without 
reafon fufpefted, that cyen those three capie with 
ao better defign than that of feeing who did come 
to the meeting and who did not, and alfo of carry- 
ingaway all the information they could to their col- 
leagues, refpe&ing the transactions of theMeeting, 
• Here it will be proper to state the plei&s of the 
refpe&ive parties, that is, of the Masters on the 
one side, and the Workmen on the oiher. The 
Masters pleaded in juftification o( their conduft in 
abridging of wages, " the extreme budnejs of trade" 
The Weavers replied to this, by faying, that"/^ 
Trade could not, at leajl be extremely bad, feting they 
had found by long and painful experience , that in the 
mid/l of all the complaints of bad trade, there was Jlill 
work enough for thofe .who would do it for % almofi no- 
thing !" As this reply of the work people was 
founded in plain, broad fad, it was impotfible il 
could be controverted with fuccefs. Indeed it is 
not without reafon fufpe&ed that many men of 
\ * Set page 46, W 47; ' • 
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capital greatly augmented their fortunes at that pe- 
riod, and chiefly by getting much work done for 
little money ! 

The Weavers finding the Maflers unwilling to 
bind themfelves to any terms, or to make any 
compromifc with th$m, began to hold public 
Meetings in the open air. Thefe Meetings were 
called, I apprehend, for the purpofe .of devifing 
means of redrefs, independent of the Matters^ un- 
less the Maflers would willingly accede. The 
Weavers alfo unanimoufly ftruck work, or atleaft, 
thofe who would not, had their work fpoiled in 
their looms. 

Now it was that Matters and Magifirates began 
to beftir themfelves. Dragoons were called out.: 
Special Conftables were £worn : Power and alacrity 
w\ere every where to be feen. Two men, I 
think, were killed on the occafion, at Manchefler; 
one of thetwo who had no more to do in the bufinefc * 
than the Emperor of Morocco, was fliot by a Dra- 
goon, when coming down apaflage from his own ' 
houfe* Many Weavers were feized on this, and 
other occafions, and, as is ufual on fuch occur* 
rences, were called Ringleaders* They were fent 
to jails, and, after fome time, tried, for break- 
ing the peace, aflembling tumultuoufly, rioting, 
&c. &c. and were accordingly varioufly dealt with, 1 
as their crimes merited ! In the affair at Manchef- \ 
ter juft mentioned, originated the profecutioh and 
imprifonment of that refpedtable Gentleman, of 
independent fortune, Colonel Hanson*, who was, in 
cpnfequence, imprifoned fix months, and amerced, 
I think, fifty pounds. 

Here then, reader, a brief recapitulation will 
give thee a diftinft view of this grievous bufinefs : 
— In the firft place, the Weavers were long impo- 
veriftied by abridged Wages, even until their c*- 
iftence became a burthen — —they then took the 
prudent meafure of fending Delegate! to rtprefent 
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their condition to Government, and to implore rc- 
drefs ; T and this they did more than once : but this 
mode was ineffectual, as the Mafters failed not to 
counterad their efforts, either openly or fe cretly. 
They then called upon the Mafters to meet them 
and enter into fair difcuffion on thefubjeft ; they 
alf%> called upon the Magtftrates to join both par- 
tics, and act as Mediators in the bufinefs ; but the 
Mafters would never enter lioneftly andunani- 
moufly into conditions with thofe whom habit anil 
< commercial policy had taught them to keep at a 
diftance ; and the Magi ft rates, being more nearly 
allied to the Mafters by rank and fortune, and 
alio more familiar with them by convivial inter- 
views, dealt in the bufinefs with but a (lack hand. 
It may be added, likewife, that fome of the Magi- 
ft rates had been Mafters themfelves : afcd to all the 
reft it muft be fu per -added, that there is no exifting 
Jaw againft the pra&ice of abridging Wages ! 

The Weavers feeing no profpect of any help 
from others, began now to think of helping them r 
felves. They accordingly began to affemblein 
large bodies in the open air, and in the day-time. 
They adop'ed ftrong meafures : one of which irai 
to work no more at all until their Wages should 
be augmented. They alfo fpoiled the Work of 
thofe Weavers who entered not into Aeir combi- 
nation . They were then feized by Dragoons and 
Conf&bles, and fent in groups to prifon ; befides 
being loaded with foul epithets, and difgraccfui 
names, fuch as litigious fellows, mvets of sedition, 
mij chief makers, dijlurbersof the public peace, &c. 
for it is uot theway of wealth and power in modern 
times, to redrefs grievances and remove oppreffi- 
ons ; but rather to ftifle complaints, and fupprefs - 
jeinonftrances by Dragoons, Pnfons, Gibbets, gnd 
and Foul N attics ( And to complete the miferies 
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of the mi Terabit, the News Printers generally 
echo the language of authority, ftJiIom or never 
having the manly fortitude to flate to the public 
what they really believe refpeding the aftual con- 
dition of the poor. Thus are theft: worck of Solo- 
jnon verified, The poor is hated, (that is, defpifed 
and abandoned) even of his own neighbour > hut the 
]{ich hath many friends. Pro?, xiv, 20. And the 
obfervation of the Famous, or, as fomc would 
have it, the Infamous Ma ch lively are not in appo- 
fite here, Every man, fays he, has liberty to Jfpefik 
what he pleafes againjl the pecple, but againjl * 
Piince no man eon talk without a thou/and uppre- 
henfioTis and dangers K 

Hear alfo, what .Dr. Goldsmith fays, in his Ci- 
tizen of the World ; — " Thl flighteft misfortune 
of the Great, the mod imaginary, uneafinefs of the 
Rich, are aggravated witlr all the power of elo-' 
ijuencc, and held up vo engage! our attention and 
fyrapathetic sorrow. The miferics of the Poor 
are entirely difregarded, though fume undergo 
more real bardftiips in one day than the Great ia 
their w}iole lives. Thcfe (the Qreatj m^ay cat, 
drink, and deep; have flaves to "attend them, and 
are fure of fubfiftence for life ; while many of 
their fe>fow-cre?ture$ arc obliged to wander, with- 
out a friend to comfort or afiijt them, find enmity 
in every law, and are too poor to obtain even jus- 
tice.!'? 

1 The poor Mechanics of Notttrgharnfhire, Lan- 
cafliire, Cheftiire- Derby (hire, Yorkshire, and elfe 
where, finding thetnfelves hemmed in by multi- 
plied oppcefliuns of long tluiation, fuch a>. War 
with air its attendant eviU ^ Provifiops high j 
Taxes high;. Wages low.; frequemly work 
fcarce ; 'Lam and P$wer nearly ?U <«n the fide c£ 
the oppr*forft ; po Public Writer to ilate the cafe, 
of the Poor, in a julfe and impartial mamicr } 



Digitized by Googl 



111. 

News Printers, for the moft part, either Knaves or 
Cowards, who had courage enough to libel and* 
defame the Opprefled, but not virtue fufficient to 
defend them. % 

What then, reader, was the confeqtience of all 
this t Why, LUDDISM ! Here then, is aS 
plain a ftatement of ihe origin of Luddifm, as I 
am capable, with my prefent informa'iori, of draw- 
ing. I am not able to fay from certain informa* 
tion that 1 have a perfonal acquaintance with any 
Luddite in the world. My knowledge of the bu- 
finefs has been picked up in an ijidireft way, and 
partly from the Newspapers. 

When the Luddites began firft to break Machi- 
nery, the News Printers, and efpecially thofe of 
London, abufed thlm in the moft unqualified tan*' 
guage, calling them infatuated men ; deluded men ; 
wicked men; and Hhdejigning men. But I did. not 
ftbiet ve that any of slufc " ir.fctuatsd" Printer had 
the candour to call the Poor Luddites empty* bellied 
inen— -ragged men — or worli-out % emaciated, half* 
ftarved % dying men f A few words ot" this kind 
might have been flipped in without any injury t<x 
the truth : though indeed it might have been greatly 
detrimental to the interejl of thofe who derive 
Confiderable revenue from the fale of truth and 
confeience, and who make their fortunes by dc« 
ceiving and poifoning the public mind, and who 
are principals in bringing on national ruin ; and 
who, ft range to tell, are paid for their villainy out 
of the hard earnings of thofe whom they ruin K \ ! j 

I wholly difapprove of the condud of the Lud- 
dites, as 1' have already ftatcd, in their breaking 
Machinery : they ought in no wife to injure ei- 
ther peifons or property, but then their real griev- 
ances are not to be denied and difregarded, becaufr 
they are poor and imprudent. For if they be itiad 
it is oppreflion that has made them mad i and So- 
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lomon fay?, furefy cppreffton maketh a wife man 
mad Eccle$vii f 7. how much more then will it 
make a weak man mad ! Befides it is not only in 
the very nature of things, but farther evident from 
Scripture fa&s, that multifarious and long conti- 
nued oppreflions will ultimately make men deaf 
to the di&ates of reafon, and prompt them to feck 
redrefs in a£b of violence anddefperation. It is 
\vritten, Ani Mofes /pake fo unto the Children of 
Israel ; but they hearkened not unto Mofes for an- 
guijh of spirit % and for cruel bondage. Exodus yi. 

9* 

Now, fay, ye Philanthrophifls, ye men of rea- 
fon, candour, and humanity, is it juft, is it equi- 
table; firft to drive men mad by oppreffion, and 
then hang them by group* in a day for being 
mad? Is it equitable and chriftian-like yi Judges 
and Juries>zw\ Counfellors to make a mighty itir 
about the effetts of opprefliorij^jnid.yct^nevcr utter 
a word about the cauje of it ? r Is it right to give 
a man a halter who or>iy wants a loaf ? Pray, Sirs, 
where (hall we learn that Hemp would make a good 
fubftitute for Bread? 

It is the opinion of both the wifeft and beft a~ 
XDong men, that moft of the outrages of the people 
in any nation whatever, are chiefly afcribable to 
men of wealth and power : becaufe it is with 
wealth and power commonly, thai ill example and 
oppreffion originate: It follows, therefore, that 
to the discerning few, many and horrid executions 
are ftrong indications of a bad government. And 
it is not without reafon fufpedted that Foreigners 
appreciate the merits of Britith liberty and happU 
xieft, chiefly by the number of;tranfportations and 
executions that take place in her dominions. Hear 
what Dr Franklin fays in his EflTays. 

44 It is faid by thofe who Jcnow Europe generally* 
that there are more thefts committed and puriifbed 
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annually in England, than irt all the other nations 
put together. If thi< be so, there muft be a caufe 
orcaufe* for fuch depravity, in our common peo- 
ple. May not one be the deficiency of jufticc, and 
morality in our national government, manifeftcd 
in our oppreflive conduft to -fubjtrds/ and unjuft 
Wars on our neighbours ?" VoItaire y alfo, evident* 
ly entertained the fame opinion ; for he aflcs, * 
u How comes it that fo many are infe&ed with 
thepeftilcnce of wickednefs ? It is that they who 
bear rule over them, having caught the diftcmper t 
communicate it to others!" Philofofh. Siift. 

If things be fo, may we not farther a(k» How is 
it that Judges can reconcile their consciences to the 
pra&ice of hanging men who have committed no 
murder, by groups in a day ? Whence did thefe 
Judges derive their authority for fuch conduct ? 
Not from the Bible, I am certain ; for the Jaw of 
Mofes warrants not the taking any man's life for 
any other crime but murder \ neither can the. prac- 
tice be juftified by advertance to what the learned 
call Primordial Laws.t It will be faid, that Judges 
have nothing to do with the Laws but to put them 
in execution : that they are not fent forth to lcgi- 
flatc but only to execute. Tq, this 1 anfwer; th^t 
if fuch a plea will fatisfy the Divine Being, it may 
well enough fatisfy me, or indeed any one elfe. But 
I have afufpicion that it will not fatisfy the Di- 
vine Being : for though the Judges may have fake's 
Institutes, Black/lone' s Commentaries, and Burn's Jus- 
tice, in their hands,, yet they have a Bible alfo in 
their hands, or in their reach ; and the Bible con- 
tains God's Code of Laws; and mor^ver, it, I 
miftake riot, in all points that afftft men's Jives ami 
morals, the Law* of the Bible are paramount to 
all the law's in the woild ! 

am not very well fktlled in human laws, having 
Mktn moit paint to know plait) right and. wrong fa 

t Vide N*;e III. k 3 



a moial fcnfe : but I think that moft of the exift* 
ing criminal laws of Europe were made in the days 
of ferocity and ignorance, and are now maintainecf 
and ftrengthened in thefe our days by cruelty and 
avarice. And, to an ingenuous mind it muK be 
extremely galling, to fee, on the one hand, with 
ifrhat tygcr-like fierceness, Judges, Juries, Coun- 
sellors, -an4 Cpnftables, fet upon a poor depreda- 
tor, who has neither killed nor lamed any mail : 
and on the other hand, to obferve what fawning, 
^ringing, arid honouring are .heaped upon men of 
•wealth and power, who have diftinguiftied them- 
fclves by nothing but by racking their tenants, 
debauching their neighbours' wives and daughters, 
fighting duels, and blading the morals of the whole 
neighbourhood where they refide ! Good God ! 
What an unjufl* unfeeling, and unreafonable world 
is this m which we live ! Is if not time that it 
ftiould either foon mend or foon end ? 

With regard to thejudges in every country # wherc 
Grand Larceny, that is ftealmg the value of a (hil- 
ling and upwards, can be made a Capital Crime, 
or in other words, can be puniihed with Death, 
their iituaticn is awful in the extreme, becaufe they 
have power to do what no good man would do for 
a thoufand worlds ! When I contemplate the con* 
duft and character of Judge Jeffreys, who lived and 
difpenfed halters with unfparing hand, in the reign 
of James the Second, and likewife the conduit of 
fimilar Judges, I cannot help thinking that it will 
i be an awtul fcene at the laft day, if the greaieft 
Judges {houU be found amongft thegreateft Mur- 
derers ! 

It not long fince I saw a Judge fit in folcmn 
pomp,, and put his cap on and then pafs fentedce- of 
death upon eleven poor wretches, telling them 1kr 
verally, that they fliould be hung by the acok until 
thty were dead* and their bodies give© to 
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geons ; not one of thefe poor wretches Aid com- 
mitted, or even attempted to commit, Murder.— 
One of them had ftolen a pair of old ihoes from a 
Shoemaker, and put thern on his own feet, becaufe 
he needed them: the. (hoes were come a Jeconi 
time to be mended ; but that they might fubjeit the 
poor thief to capital puniftiment, that is Death, 
they were valued at One <S/>/7////£,which conftituted 
the offence. Grand Larceny. I faw the (hoes; and 
thought they were worth about four-pence ; but the 
inhabitants of the town who were prefent, faid 
three -pence was the full value of thena. When 
therefore I faw the podr fellow condemned, with 
others, to be^ung by rhe neck until he was dead, 
and his body given to the «urgeons, I felt an indigo 
nation againft men, and a contempt for Law and 
Lawyers, which it would not be prudent to defcribe 
and divulge. 1 thought within myfelf, how few 
there are amongtt thefe prating, impudent Law- 
yers and Attornies, here prefent, who have not a 
thoufand times more villainy upon their conferences 
than this poor wretch : and how few there are in 
the whol afiembly who do not frequently violate 
the obligations of morality as heinously as thi? 
pnor unfortunate fellow has done. However, none 
ofthe>e poor creatures were hung : they were all 
r%fpited f and then only tranfported for life ! O 
cursed world, where little knaves are hanged or 
tranfp~>rted y and great ones fwim in wealth and 
plcafure, andarealfo flattered wiih.titlts and dig- 
nities ! 

Theconduft of Judges in reference to their ad r 
dr^lTes to criminals, is alfo worthy of notice.—? 
Wn-n criminals are eonvi&ed, it is ufuai for .ae 
Jav!get»givc them fome veibal reproofs and fx* 
horutions fuitabic to their fituation : and it mud 
be allowed that all, this is very proper when appro- 
priately performed ; . but i do not think that this 
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is alway^the cafe. 1 lately both heard and faw 
a judge, before whom a criminal ftood convi&ed 
of Petty Theft, auftcrely say to the poor culprit, 
** You are big enough, and able enough, to work, 
why don't you work inftead of ftealing f M This 
admonitory rebuke had the appearance of great 
wifdom and propriety, tho' I believe it was in faft 
founded in ignorance; foi the Judge ought firft to 
have been well a (lured that the poor man could 
have gotten work if he would have fought it. I 
believe the fa& was, that the poor man could not 
get employment, and therefore he ftole ! 

And though not all, yet I am feriou-fly of opinion 
thatmoft of the depredations committed on property 
in thefe days, might be traced to the fame caufe, 
namely, the want of employment ! O wicked 
opprcflive world : a comparatively few among men 
have engroffed to themfelves all the Land in the 
world, which is the fource of fubfiftence ; the 
bulk of mankind aie in confequence left to fhift as 
they can ; but if in this precarious (late of fhifting 
and contriving foi a livelihood they (hould have the 
imprudetice to tranfgrefs on the bounds prefcribed 
by laws which wealth has made for its own fecu* 
r ity, then they are mod fevercly dealt with ; feme 
t imes, to ufe Mr. Pitt's own language, even with 
a vigour beyond t hi Law ! at leaft, beyond the Law 
of Moses ! * But, ffrange to ttll, thtfe vigorous 
n>cafures are often repeated without oneftep being 
tfcj^n, or one word being uttered about removing 
the csufe of thefe depredations, namely, grietvus 
Cpprt£hn t It is not the way of the world now-a- 
ttavs toliften tore&fon, give way to humane fenti* 
rii?nti? ? remove heavy burthens, and put it in (he 
power of all honeft men to get bread for themfelves 
and dependents ! No : it i*thepra&icc of mo-* 
derr. Ei a po to opprefs poor men, and almoft forCg 
them to Ileal, and then hang them for ftefcliftg j 

* Vidt Nto IV. : ' 
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and what. then? Mend their condition? No: 
Opprefs them again, and then hang fame *- 
gain ! ! - 

I have fometimes fancied to myfelf the a£l of an 
angel leaning over the edge of a. bright cloud and 
viewing the conduit of a Judge when putting on his 
cap and proceeding to pafs fentehceof Death upon 
a few. poor wretches, fome of whom may "be quite 
callous and abandoned, but others of them not 
deeply depraved, not defperate knaves, but only 
poor and imprudent, and hurried into one defperate 
a£Hon through the preflure of pinching poverty* I 
have then-imagined to myself that the angel knew 
that a Judge's falary is (as I think) three thoufand 
pounds a-y$ar, independent of private fortune, and 
that three thoufand/a-year amounts to more than 
fifty-feven pounds a week, and that some of the poor 
wretches whom the Judge fo folemnly condemns 
and configns to th« gibbe V would never^ave tranf- 
greffed againft the laws had they berfn capable of 
procuring by hard labour, not fifty feyen pounds a 
week, but fifteen shillings a week ! Then I infei- 
red, that the angel, difgufted with the numerous 
executions, and the oppreflions which had caufed 
them, would go up to heaven with holyindignation 
and join the company, and cry of thofe who fay, 
J low long, Q Ijordj holy and true, dost thou not 
J udge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on 
the earth ! Rev. vi. 10. 

Nor can I pass by the condu& of News Printers 
in reference to Judges. It is the common pra&ic* 
of fawning, and cowardly News Printers tofpeak 
in high terms of commendation on whatever may 
iffue from the lips of a Judge. The Judge's 
fpeech, whatever it be, is always apposite, appro- 
priate, and learned ! • I am not among thofe who 
would wantonly fpeak evil of dignities, or even en- 
ceurage the practice of fo doing,* well knowing 
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that refpe&atnlity is eflential to the cbara&er and 
office of a Judge ; but, neither am I willing that 
truth ftiould be violated in fupport of charaCler : 
Not is it too much to lay , that truth is infinitely • 
greater than character ! This is a fecret which, 
judging from fads, moft men have yet to learn, 
and among the reft of men, many News Printers. 
It is chiefly by supporting chara&er at the expence 
of truth, that the world has been brought into its 
prefent awful fituation. It is the duty of News 
Printers to commend the speeche» of Judges when* 
ever they are worthy of commendation ; but if thofe 
fpeeches be unworthy, then the News Priuter ought 
to a& the part of a man of fpirit and independ- 
ence, and (hew, by reafon and argument, that he 
dare* to differ in fentiment even fiom a Judge, This 
kind of conduft would produce incalculable benefit 
to the liberties of mankind ! 

finally > O p pi c ffi ti n ** a cor, fammat* evil, inaC* * 
much as it induces ferocity, mifantbropy, difaffec- 
tkm between man and man, ignorance and cruelty ; 
by it both the Opprefibrs and Opprefled are fpoUed 
in their fentiment and and moral feeling* Hence 
on the part of the Oppreflors, it is their frequent 
practice to make out a j unification of their conduft 
by libelling human nature, and indeed the Makir 
of human nature/ and faying that mankind are fo 
ill-difpofed by their very nature, that nothing but 
Whips, Gibbets, and Dragoons, can keep them m : 
order \ 

Now, this mode of argument might be retorted 
upon the Rulers of Mankind very much to their 
difadvantage : for unlefs thofe high-minded Rulers 
can prove themfelves of a nature and kind qitfte 
different from thofe whom they govetu> and too 
commonly opprefs, which 1 fuipeft they would .fee 
fomewhat puzzled to do, they will have to come in 
for a fliare of the ftigrtia and opprobrium w ith whiyU 
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they load their comnnon nature. And moreover, 
if their allegations refpe&ing the depravity of the 
human heart and chara&er be true, then this would 
be the beft imaginable reafon for greatly abridging 
the power of ail the Rulers in the world : tor 
what can be more horrible, only to contemplate, 
than ill-difpofed men, inverted with great power I 
But if they wi!l ftill abide by their opinion refpe£i- 
ing the great depravity of humau nature, then I 
mod and will infift upon it, that their own con-* 
duft is the beft illuftration of their own theory ! 

Even Buonaparte, in his oration which he made 
to his Senate, after his return from Moscow, could 
find it in his heart to Lbcl both God and Man, by 
faying in fubftance what follows, namely, u That 
the fine theories of Philofophers refpefting Govern-* 
ments, are impracticable ; that h'iftory fliews that . 
men are bad ; and that therefore governments muft 
be adapted to the bad hearts of men, and not to the 
pleating theories of Philofophers I" 

To this I anfwer,/^, that fuch language comes 
with* a very bad grace from Buonaparte, feeing he 
has ftood in fuch a variety of filiations, and fame 
of them fo very diffia:ilar, that mtpainal pofterity, ; 
whilft it allows his greatnejs y will think his g$ocbicfs 
at leaft equivocal ; every one knows that he has 
changed both his politics ant! his religio n that he ; 
wounded the Pope, and ihen healed the deadly * 
wound : by which condu& he has put ir in the 
power of men to fay that ho has adapted bo;h his 
heart and his religion tr his circumii*»nct:$» and his 
intereft ! SccfJiy, Wh.-n Buonaparfc ufliimes the 
language and character of a Philov>phej ,,he is, like 
the fabled Bear in the Boat, uUc-jiy out of his clc- - 
mem. His province is among Military T;£h'cs; 
of thefe he underftands both' h Science aud *n© 
Piiftice ; and by tb*fe he hat got <m a;-«pic ihare 5 
of What a foolifh world has agreed to c*li £w>and 
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renown!* Thirdly, xhc .practice of declaiming a- 
gainft fine thcones, and of afTerting their impra&ica- 
biHty,ti f ounded in ignorance ; it being filly to fay 
that any theory can be good and fine when it is/>/w- 
tically the reverfe. Wherefore a fine theory, can- 
only be fuch when it is fine, pra&ically. From 
all which 1 infer that the fine theories of govern- 
ment devifed by the firft revolutionary Philosophers 
of France, Brissot, Barrere y and others, would have 
been highly conducive to the happinefs of mankind, 
had they been put in pra&ice. But, alas ! alas ! 
Pitt, Brunfwick, Frederic, Francis, and another 
fable old Gentleman from Pandemonium^ through 
their damnable malignity againft the very theory 
of.liberty, quickly turned the cheerful dawnmgs . 
of human freedom into political darknefs, animo- 
.fity, hatred, perfccution, profecution, and bloody 
War : .a war, which for blood and ruin has no 
precedent in the whole compafs of hiltoricil re-> 
cord! And, grievQus to relate, when all this 
fernal mifchief had been kindled up in the world* 
mankind were impudently told that all the wkote 
scene was the legitimate offspring of republican 
principles ! Whereas it is known to heaven and 
earth, that all thefc evils originated in the oppofi- 
tion which Arifiocracy and Defpotifm threw in ; 
the way of Liberty and Equality! By this rancour- 
ous and malevolent oppolition, all Europe which 
might now have been as the Garden of God, fori, 
liberty and happinefs, is a howling wildernefs, an 
Aceldama, and a land of the valley and fhadow of 

death ! _ 

Reflecting the great characteriftic of human 
nature fo much controverted by Divines and Phi-^ 
lofophers, fome holding the opinion, that roan is^, 
radically bad, and others, that he is radically good ^ 
My opinion is, that through the introduction of 

- - fin : 
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fin into the human heart, by the difobedience of 
Acfam, man is radically depraved. On the other 
hand, I believe, that in every heart of man, there 
is alfo implanted, by the goodnefs of God, a prin- 
ciple of light and life, and that it is the predomi- 
nance of either of thefe oppofite principles that 
characterises the man, good or bad. lam farther 
of opinion, that with the Divine afliftance which 
may always be had by thoft who will afk for it, it 
is in the power of man to make the good principle 
predominate in every heart 1 I believe therefore, 
that it is Education that makes the principal differ- 
ence betwixt man and man. In fhort, man is the 
creature of Education /* Solomon was alfo of this 
opinion, when he faid, Train up a Child in the 
way he should go y and when he is old he will not 
depart from it. Prov. xxit. 6. " : * 1 

So much am I pre-pofleflid with the opinion that 
Education makes the difference between man and 
man, that I am firmly persuaded, and who can. 
deny it, that had Sir Isaac Newton been born and 
educated among the Hottentot?, at the Cape of 
Good Hope, he would have been jufl as wife, and 
juft as mannerly as Hottentots commonly are ! Had 
the refined Lord Chesterfield, who was faid to bje 
the politeft: man in Europe, in his day, been born 
in Lapland^ I believe it very poflible that he might 
have lived in unlettered rudeness, and died a Lap- 
land Wizzard, And had Mr Howard, the famous 
Philanthropic, been born and educated in Sputh 
America, he might have lived an ignorant Canni- 
bal, and have left a character, when he died, re~ 
markable for nothing but vindictive ferocity ! >1# 
Now, Education may bedivided into two parts, 

* The education berefpoken off corrfprehtnds the reaching of Fa» 
*rir*, Tutor? , School ma* ten, and Ministeisof the Gospel. 

T. 
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Public and Private ; or National and Domestic. 
National Education centres in, and emanates from 
'the government. If then the government be Mili- 
tary) Corrupt, and Oppreflive, it wiH be a centre 
'of corruption and depravity, aud will gradually, 
but surely, viciate the whole nation ; and confe- 
quently, either prevent the praftice, or deftroy the 
effe£is, of private education. When therefore, a 
nation has become generally depraved and wicked, 
let not the rulers of fuch nation lay cruel and vin- 
dictive hands upon the people, and then think to 
juft>fy their conduit by defaming both Man and his. 
Maker. Seeing it is a truth legible on the face of 
hiftory, and maintained by the wifeftand beft of men, 
— that every nation is good or bad, as it is vfrell or ill 
governed ! In a word, when a nation becomes fo vi- 
cious, tliat it is neceffary to hang great numbers of 
people, in order to keep the reft in fubjeition, it 
is a fure ev idence that the Rulers of that nation have 
forfeited, all claim to veneration and confidence ! 

My conclufion is, that the Ever Bit fled God has 
ma man fully capable of being good, and that 
Jiis gooflnefs depends upon his Education, and his 
Education depends, in great measure, upon the 
'Government under which he lives. Plato, the 
'great Philofopher, held the fame opinion. So like- 
wise did Lycurgusy the famous Gieciap Legislator. 
"And among many other learned men, of modem 
times, the pious and learned Dr Jortiti, held the 
san*e sentiment, as the following cxtraft from his 
third Diflertation will (hew : 

Thd most judicious Philosophers, and the 
most acute observers of the human frame and 
constitution, (says lie) have pronounced man to 
be a creature naturally tame and gentle, and $o- 
ciable and tractably who, by the help of gg<$^ 
faz&s, and good examples, ana good teat her? /%ifiT' 
Governors 7 may be made, good and useful to thpy " 
world. 

• . - 
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" Our adversaries will not admit thus puch. 
1 hey have commonly, no good opinion of 
God, so no favourable opinion of men ; inihort, 
soma of them have no esteem of themselves, antt 
finding little moral honesty at home, in their own 
breasts, they are willing to suppose the rest of 
the world to be no better. , And this is probably , 
one great motive which induces them to draw an 
hideous portrait of human nature, loaded with 
the ugly features of c^aft, baseness, malice, sus- 
picion, selfishness, and dissimulation, by which 
they have transformed this earth into a hell, 
where, as many men, so many Devils surrounci 
us!" 

.. .«-' * .. . \. • 

FRAGMENTS 

. • . . 

" The more virtuous any man is, the more ■ 
difficuljt it is for him to harbour a suspicion that 
others are wicked. 1 ' 



ClCEHO. 



" €rreat men of a vicious life are doubly per- J 
nicious to the State, as being not only guilty of 
immoral practices themselves, but likewise the 
authors of spreading them among their fellow- 
citizens. The mischief they do, is owing not 
only to their being debauched themselves ; but > 
also to their debauching others. In a word, they - 
do more harm by their example, than by the 
crimes they commit. 

■ • * 

Plato, that prince of genius and learning 
was of opinion that States would never be happy 
till either wise or learned men took the govern- 
ment upon them ; or those who governed applied 
themselves to the study of wisdom and know- 
ledge. Such a conjunction of power and wis- 
do n was, in his mind, abundantly oapable of 
promoting the happiness of public communities." 

Ibid. 
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. u The culture and nranurance of minds in 
youth hath such a forcible, though unseen ope- 
ration, as hardly any length of time or content- 
ion of labour can countervail it afterwards." 

Lord Bacon. 



The following is in substance the sentiment of 
"the great and good Mr. Baxter, thejefer- 
ence to whose own words I have lost. 
. " If parents, Tutors and others, were to give 
proper attention to the education of children and 
youth, there would scarcely be any necessity 
for Ministers of the Gospel. But because of the 
remissness of Parents, Tutors, &c. God has 
thought proper in his wisdom and goodness; to 
institute the Preaching of the Gospel, as a sup. 
plement to their inattention and negligence*" 



u If man be naturally vicious, those who de- 
test vice must detest man ; a deduction that leads 
to anti-social principles." Zimmerman. 



•'Man is born good. It is Society that rend- 
ers him wicked ! and our mode of education 
prepares the way for it ! " Sr. Pifbrb, 



- s . 1 , . 
- 
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NOTES. ' 



1 ' » ■ in ' 

.NOTE I Page 1,99, The following Is fa r d to be an accurate 
X*opy of the Oalh adrmniftered to every man who entered amongft 
the Luddites, in Nottinghafoflvre, Chcthi re, Derbyshire, Lancalhrre, 
Yorkshire; and other -places, in the years iSit and i8iz. 

i, Copied /torn Air's Weekty Merrengtr of July ig, 18 it. 

I -■/. if of my own voluntary will, do declare and folemnly fwear, that 
jcver reveal to any perfon or perfons, in any place or places under the canopy or* 
heaven; the names of the perfons who compofe the Secret Committee, cither by 
word, deed, or Ggn j their proceedings, meeting place, abode, dtefs, features* 
*iarkt, complexion, connexions, of any thing 5 clfe that may lead to. the. difcovory 
•f the fame ; on the penalty of being put out of the world by the fir ft brother that 
Hull meet tne, my name and charaQer blotted cut of exiftence, and never b< 
r« mem be red but with contempt and abhorence. 1 further fwear, that I will use 
my beft endeavours io punifh by death any traitor or traitors, (hould any rise u» v 
a mongft us, he or them ; and* though he (hould fly to tbe verge of nature, I will 
purfue him with unceafing vengeance. So help me, God, to keep this Oath. 
rarioLtble/* ' 

■ ^gf/ftm^m i i i • l i 

Note II m Page 106, 

Proportion between the Price of LA BO UR> and 
the Price of PROVISIONS. 

According to Papers la-id before Parliament tn 1S07, the.proporti* 
ojiace advance between W or kraati's Wages aud Piovtuons, fince ths 
year 1780,1s *s follows : - > < - 

A L,, rtM f Th Wofkman's VVages < 29 7 il ^ " 
Advance, I Ifl provifioai . " * j g | | % Jperfent 

The truth of this Statement was not denied in the Houfc of Conusor*, - » 

Sunday Review, M, 10, tSt u \ 
Another TeOimony to the fame Porpofe, and mil more recent 1 ,/ 

.« It was ptoved (10 1812) by the evidence of Mr. joHai Wood,; 
of Bolton !e-Moors, Mr. Francis Platt, of Saddleworth, MrV 
Jirpmiah Bury of Stockport, and others, that the diftt efs wa* a* 
•great av it was in j8oo and iSor,for though provifons were not quite 
to fcarce, tne people had plenty of work at that rime, at double price, 
tfaat the food of tfce lower oideiswasmuch Umittcd^teat ■uraaecs netcx 

... h ^ 
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UfUag animal food at all that they fubfifted generally on Oatmeal 
bortod in water (Oatmeal Porridge), and if they could get Potatoes 
or fomething of that kind, ford nner, it was as good as moft, and, 
better than many co aid obtain and that the Cottagers % ere now 
unable to pay their Rents. " 

Such was the condition of the Poor in the North of the Ifland, a 
few week v ago : and the Compiler o f this Article can affirm, from his 
own obfcrvation, that the genetal ltateof the lowet orders, in the West- 
of England, is at this moment quite as pitiable if not more diflrefling. 
The Poot of the Metropolis, notwithstanding the enormous price of 
theocccflaries of life, and their occafiooal want of work, are really 
living comparatively in comfort. Thehumblcit Labourer fccie fre* 
/guenttv gets^ meat, (flefh meat) and always bread and cheefe, with 
beer of fome lort, for his meals ; but a Weft Country peafant. can 
obtain for his family no fuch food* " For breakfaft they have what 
they call Broth, a miferable mixture, compofed of meal and hot 
water, with a little fait The dinner confifts of bread and water, for 
potatoes arc now* at too high a price for them : and in the even ng, tea 
of the coarfeft fort, occasionally fweetencd with the coarfeft fugar 
and Brown Bread concludes thefcanty and hard faie of the day. It 
is a fact, that the Pigs in Somerfecihire, arc quite as well lodged, and 
Bitter fed, than the Poor : for the fwine get plenty of (kimmied 
milk* whi'ethc peasants hardly ever tafte it, and as rarely procure ei- 
ther cheese or butter. 

How indeed can they ? The Wages of a hard-working Pvafant is v 
from EjGHT to twilvc failings a week: his wife, if able to 
work, and can .get work, may obiain three or roua .millings : 
and the children as many Sixpences. YJpon an average, a family o£. 
lit, if in health and full employment, cannot earn more than four* 
tun shillings weekly, to provide food, clothing, rent, &c. ice. 
yht confeqoence of this is, that on any occafion of ficknefs or want of 
work, $hey are obliged to throw themt'elve* on the Parilh for aid, and 
with every inclination to maintain therafelves by the fweat of their 
brows, are compelled to become dependents and mendicants. 
- Iitht* a fit irate of Society I Can it, or oughr it to laft ? Is it 
decent, that an honcft and laborious father of a family mould daily 
toil .from moraing till night, and yet be unable to provide himfelf 
and family with common neceffaries ? No ; it is every way (hame** 
ful, and even monftrout; and if the piefcnt " happy fyftem' be 
perfevered in, one of two things, it is to be feared, muft take place. 
Either afpiritof incoordination will manifeft itself by illegal , ana* 
violent acts -or the people will totally lofe their high national cha- 
racter, and fink into that wretched and hopefefs flavery, which has 
produced on the Continent raoft of the evils by which it has of late 
•can fo dreadfully fcourgeoV' 

^ Tht Ixsmiiur, No. «4t, S unity, Aug. 16, lilt. v 

■\ * 

-■'»,•».*-' ■, • 

Another Teftiaoof which I think U not foteif a to (he fubjeA in hand* 

« Tba Farmers 10 the Weft of England (fays a Correuxmienc) wh* % 
are, in general, very opulent^ contrive to get thcmfc'Ves c>ose* \ 

- 

■ 

* 

* 
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Overfetrsj Conflablts, Churchwardens, ice, 4cc. for tneir ref[*aive 
Parrfbes ; and, wherever th<s is the csfc, the Poor*' Rare* are very 
high. For, not one married labourer can be found in thefe parilhci, 
who is„ot a P«uffer,his wages being inadequate tofupport a wife and 
even- one child, although his wife may hkewife eatn lomcthing, lo that 
thecunmng Opprcffive OvsasLtR-FARMsa {notwithftandmg the 
great profit he gets by t be labour of h s hufbwd-mcn) contrives to 
make tlwfe perfons of his panlh, who follow other Trade*, and 
thofe who have no Trade at all, but live upon their various income, 
pay, in add.tion to their other very heavy Taxes, a very heavy Poors' 
Rate, wh eh is in fact, paying a great part of ht» (the Farmer's) La- 
tourers' Wages, and yet the Paupered Labourers, by thetweat of their 
fcrowt, enable thefe Farmers to drink then Wine, keep their Hun* 
tkrs, and their Gto* !" 



Note III. Page 113. 

Hiving mentioned Primordial Laws, it may not be 
ataiss to give the Reader the following Quotation from 
Cicero, as, by it, he will receive botn good explanation 
and some caitic?t ; on 4 . 

«• Right reafon, or that which U agree able to nature, invariable, eternal, an! 
Vrita which all mankind are tmprefled, is in every refpea a true law. It ex. 
pre&ly commands our duty, and OrtQly forbids all treachery : it Is onty on the 
virtuotat, however, k has this goo<i cfied, for on the vicious it makes 00 isn* 
predion. Nothing can fupeicedc this law, nothing retrench it, or make it void. 
It is neither in the power of the Senate or people to difnenfc with it. It requires 
no comment, it wants no interpreter. This law differs nothing at Rome from 
what it i* *t Athens, nor is it any other at prefent from what it wi 11 he here- 
after; it is an eternal and immutable law, that is univcrfally binding over a!1 
nations, and at all tinres Hence it is, that Cod' becomes, as it wore, the common 
inttrudor and governor of mankind. It was he who compoftd, exasnined, and 
promulgated it Whoever therefore ads contrary to this law, oppofes his o wa 
intercft, and fpurns at the true dignity of man ; and by this very means, wilt be 
fare to foffer the greateft of all puniQimcnts, though he escape what common!) 
goc* under that name." 



" ~ 



Note IV. Page U6. 



1 From public records, namely, Newtpspera and Ca- 
lendar*; I hare taken the fol owing flatememof a lift 
which took place at the Tkttftri Aflizes, Norfolk, in 
Match, 1813 : 
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« ROBERT PLUM, aged 2<2, and RUSH LING- 
WOOD, agtd 18, committed January 16, 18}3, 
charged with wrongfully entering the Wa.#-n of 
Thomas Robertson, of Hockwold>cum- Wilton, Far* 
mer and Warrener, and taking from a trap, one Coney, 
hisp/opcitv. Plum tranfported for siven jean— Ling, 
•wood t*wo years imprisonment t t% 

I have been informed, that the Judge, when about 
to pais fentence on ihefe two young men, faid, among 
othVr thing.*, "that had there been twenty Rabbits in 
the nap, the prWbners woold have taken them alH*' ff 
the Judge did make this obfervation, it muft have been 
intended to jufljfy the feveiity of the femence. For 
my own part I cannot difcern any great depth of faga- 
city in it, ?s I feiioufly believe that all the Tailors, 
Tinkers, and Chimney Sweepers in the nation are of 
the fame opinion with his Lordfhip. Wherefore I 

. hope his Lordfhip had not been deftroying his health, 
and wafting his nights and days by poring over Puf- 

""fendorf's L^w of Nature and Nations, Coke's InQi- 
tutcs, and Blsckftone's Commentaries, in order to 
make this difcovcry ! 

But seven years tranfponation and two years imprt- 
fonment tor dealing ope Rabbit out of a trap, and the 
nap in a Warren, will be thought by. many a very 
uncouth illuftration of that language which is fo olten 
rung in our ear,*. .vVz, That the laws if England ate the 
beft and mil deft /aw* in the 'whole worfy / Nor will it 
be a fuffirient plea to lay that Plum and LiugwocJ might 
\>t old offenders ; becaufethe former being buf tit'jtnty \ 
turf, and the latter but eighteen years of age, they wdl 
be called young men ; and therefore it will appear, at 
lead, to people or mere common capacity, as little bet- 
ter than a folecifm in language to call young men old 

offenders ! 

• 

Upon the whole, when I behold great Men f fo cal* 
ltd. feducing and proffituting poor men's daughter* ! 
fWm*times fending the bodies of thefe daughters pre* 
maturely to the grave, and ahnoft always feeding their 
fouls to the devil | and when I fee that thefe great 
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Men arc Great Men ftill,aiid that they are never tranf- 
ported for teven years for fuch infamous conduct ! And 
farther, when on the one hand I ohferyc a Prtfi Gang 
in every Sea Port, which is kepr on purpc>fe, and even 
well rewarded for footing Poor Men: and cn the other 
hand, when I fee tnm Poor Men teverely handled for 
Healing cne Poar Rabbit, I am alraoft ready to wifh that 
I could beg an old Balloon of Mr Blanchard, and pro- 
cure a team of Wild Geefefrom the Fens of Lincoln- 
Jhire, and with thefetakea final journey to the moon, 
and thus -bid an everlafting farewell to all thofe coun- 
tries that are bUffedw'nh Rabbitt, Ptest ga»g$, great Men f 
and ^hrUuj ConftUntmi I 



m 



VrmU, Prii&crt 30, Bridge-itrtet, SkrftH. 
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The Author's diftancefrem the Freft has'occafioned the failowuig fmall 
errors, which the candid reader will correa with bis pen. 

Page a 8, line 30 from the top. for Marble Statutes, read Marble Statue t* Or, 
dele the tatter t, aad the word will be right. N ft. This Error it enly In Tome of 
tfte Copies, 

Page ag. line a 1 , fai> 1 am hound; read a* «v bound ' 
35i line as, for PraAifes, read Practices 
' B6, line 14, for, PraSife which Ariftocracy, read Praftice at which 8cc 
4$, line 5, from the'bottenl after the word Accidents,. put a hyphen (-) 
47, line 9, from hot for, neither knaves or fools, read nor fools Ike. Same 
page, line 4, forTheologiani each, read teach &c. Supply the t with a pen' 
4!, line ip, for, and there is a better, read and inhere is Wt. 
ft, line 15, for, o their praife, read to their praife 

§3, line so, for, much harm, fioce ; its foundation ; read, tnuth harem, ; „ 
I fince its foundation Set 

1 line 10 from top, for, rather that be, read rather than be 
60, line a 9, for, Water Selles, read Water Sellers ' 
65, lines 19, so, for meddlers in mifchief, read meddlers in then* mi (chief 
68, line 34, for, Poyery ; read Papery. * 
70, lines 8 and I4. Errors in punauatton. 

7 a, line 5 from bottom, for thanksgiving ; read thM*ijgivirr£S ; ibid, I, 4, / 

for (licking reaJ Jttiekinir. 
S 9 , line 5, £rem up, for the vuw, idad thi% view of 

■ 
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